
1920s News Briefs

NATIONAL At 12 A.M. on January 16, 1920,
the federal Volstead Act (18th Amendment)
closed every tavern, bar and saloon in the
United States. It is now illegal to sell any
“intoxication beverages” with more than 0.5%
alcohol. This is the start of Prohibition.

Lower Battery Residents Form New Church

Will Rent the Memorial Chapel of St. Mark's in-the-Bouwerie
A group of determined immigrants from
Czechoslovakia has just rented the Memorial
Chapel of St. Mark's in the Bouwerie for $50
a month. The charitable works of St. Mark's
will continue at 288 East Tenth Street, as will
the Leonardo DaVinci School of Art. The
original church was designed by James
Renwick, Jr. in 1882. It was commissioned
by Rutherford Stuyvesant for his departed
wife, Mary Pierrepont, who tragically died
during childbirth in 1879. The building was
finished in 1884, and cost $200,000.

NEW YORK, SUNDAY, June 12, 2016

The 10th Street Times

Battery Park 1922 - From Then Vs Now, Buzzfeed 2013

WORLD The 1920s are known as the
"Roaring 20's", the "Golden Age" in Britain
and the "Crazy Years" in France. The end of
WWI brought stability and an initial boon to
the world economy. Unfortunately, there is a
rise in radical political movements. Fascism is
spreading in Europe. Communism is spreading
elsewhere. Brutal dictators are emerging in
Poland and Yugoslavia. The decade ends with
the Wall Street crash of 1929 that devastates
the American and European economies and
then the world.
NATIONAL A small, but vocal backlash
against the unfettered US immigration policies
has led to the 1924 Immigration Act. The act
lowers the number of people allowed from
countries, often drastically. Czech immigration
will go from about 100,000 people to 3,000/yr.

A HISTORY OF SOCIAL ACTIVISM
The area around St. Mary's is known for social
reformation movements. The Tompkins Square
Park Riot in 1874 saw a demonstration of over
7,000 unemployed men turn into a bloody
uprising soon sqaushed by authorities.

The new church itself was the center of a little
known social movement. On a cold January 4,
1921, 200 unemployed men marched in
military formation, north from the Bowery at
the Manhattan Bridge towards E. 10th Street.
They were tattered and unwashed. When
stopped by a police officer, they said they were
“going to church” and were allowed to proceed.

All news that will fit to
print and some that's

just made up!

THE WEATHER
A bad weather day in New York City

is still better than a good day
anywhere else.

Two Cents
In greater New York,

Jersey City and Newark
News from the 1920s-early 1950s

1925 - Lower Manhattan
“Karpatorusskig na Downtown
Nju Jork” is the title of a leaflet
being distributed to the large
Carpatho-Russian settlement
concentrated around Battery
Park. It calls on individuals to
unite and become parishioners
of a new parish at 288 East
10th St. The new parish will be
named St. Mary's Church after
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

BY TROLLEY - Crosstown
Take the 8th or 9th Streets
Crosstown Streetcar Lines
between West Street (Hudson
River) and E. 10th Street
Circle (East River). Stop across
at 10th St. & Ave. A at
Tompkins Sq. Park

HOW TO GET TO TENTH ST & AVENUE A IN 1925
BY TRAIN - from Downtown
Take the IRT 3rd Ave. Elevated
Train from the Morris Street
station to the 9th Street station.

10th St. & Ave. A Tompkins Sq. Park
on right - Photo from NYPL Archives

3rd Ave. El Line - 9th Street Station
Photo collection of nycsubway.org

Public Domain Library of Congress Archives
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2186990

Upon arriving at the Memorial Chapel of St.
Mark's Church (the new St. Mary's Church),
they "were in luck" - the door was open. The
men marched in and took up residence in the
gymnasium, reception hall and music room
(best estimates, the current choir room, Main
Hall and Rectory). In social protest, they made
288 East Tenth Street their home. The men
were between the ages of 18 - 40 representing
all trades including several WWI veterans.
The local community and churches came to the
aid of these young men. St. Mark's clothed and
fed the protesters and found many men jobs.
The American Red Cross provided blankets
and bunks. After several months, the financial
burden proved too much for St. Mark's Church.
In frustration, Rev. Dr. Guthrie of St. Mark's
pointed his finger at local government.
How can a great, generous community like ours
afford to have inadequate means for sheltering
with self-respect the helpless and homeless?
Should it merely regret the hard time and let the
unemployed starve? Build jails and asylums for
the criminal and insane, hospitals for the sick,
and have no provision for the non-criminal,
sane, and well who cannot find work?

BY SUBWAY - IRT LINE
Take the Lexington Ave local
to the Astor Place station. Turn
left onto Astor Place then left
onto 3rd Avenue. Turn right
onto Stuyvesant St. Turn right
onto East Tenth Street and
walk to Avenue A.

Astor Place Station, opened 1904-
An original 28 Subway stations

Memorial Chapel of St. Mark's in-the-Bouwerie (~1920)
Photo from Flickr - rolingrock collection

LOCAL - St. Mary's - 10th Street Church
Timeline
1924 John Vislocky approached Metropolitan
Platon about organizing a Carpatho-Russian
Church in New York City. In the home of John
Vanicky, plans were outlined for a new Church.
1925 - On September 1, 1925, Father Joseph J.
Takach, John Vislocky, Michael Russnak, John
and Michael Vanicky, and Emil Sopoliga met
as the founding fathers of the new parish to be
named in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
On September 6, 1925, in SS. Peter and Paul
Orthodox Church, 121 East 7th Street, the first
Divine Liturgy was celebrated. The first Divine
Liturgy celebrated on 10th Street was on the
holy day of the Feast of the Elevation of the
Cross, September 27, 1925. On October 18,
1925, the SS. Cyril and Methodious Carpatho-
Russian Choral Society sang for the first time
on 10th Street.
1926 The first of many church socials was held
in the Main Hall with great success.



January 1937 - The parish of St. Mary's has
outgrown its limited space at 288 East Tenth
Street and decided to purchase the entire
church from St. Mark's in the Bouwerie for
$38,500. They will rename the church after
the patron Saint of their people, St Nicholas,
the Bishop of Myra.

The tenacious group of "founding fathers"
have been working night and day to collect
the necessary funds, often going door- door,
for pledges to offset the two mortgages with
the Episcopal Diocese and Morris McVeigh.

1930s News Briefs
WORLD The 1930s are consumed by the
Great Depression and its far-reaching, effect
worldwide. Widespread unemployment and
poverty are the norm in most countries. In
response, authoritarian regimes emerge in
Europe and South America, in particular the
Third Reich in Germany. Weaker states, such
as Poland are invaded by expansionist world
powers, the last of these attacks leading to the
outbreak of the Second World War a few
months before the end of the decade.
NATIONAL Known as the "City on the Still"
with over 100,000 speakeasies alone, NYC
applauds the 21st Amendment signalling the
end of Prohibition in 1933. Nationwide, taxes
on liquor will help fund relief programs in
large urban areas. Locals rejoice!

The Birth of a New Church, Diocese, & Seminary

St. Mary's will now be St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

The Tenth Street times

Rev. Fr. Orestes leaves for Constantinople and returns as the first Bishop of a new Orthodox Diocese

is so violently used by the kids that every
spear of grass has been scoured off. "Even the
the historic Renwick church looks down in
sadness on this urban disaster of a park."
LOCAL St. Mary's Church/St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church Timeline
1937 St. Mary's parish bought the 10th Street
church and the church was renamed after its
patron saint, St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra.
1938 On September 18, Father Orestes
Chornock was consecrated Bishop of the newly
formed Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese.
Services were held in the Patriarchal Church of
St. George in Constantinople. St. Nicholas
Church joined ACROD. The young people
joined the ACRY and were assigned Chapter
#4, currently the oldest active chapter.
1939 Christ the Savior Seminary began. The
first students were: Very Rev. Msgr. Stephen
Dutko, Very Rev. Msgr. John Zeleniak, Very
Rev. John Kossey, Fathers: John Matey, John
Hotrovich, Michael Markulin and William
Barany. Prefect was Father Michael Kanyuch.

Historic Churches of 10th Street
So much of New York City’s dynamic history
can be gathered just by taking a walk on 10th
Street. This area of Manhattan goes deep,
encompassing the Dutch foundations of New
York in Peter Stuyvesant's farm, turn-of-the-
century immigration from Eastern Europe, and
the burgeoning bohemia of the Village in the
1920s and 1930s. 10th Street also typifies the
religious life in the 18th and 19th centuries.
When St. Nicholas Orthodox Church was
incorporated in 1938, it joined three other
prominent Manhattan churches that call this
magnificent 10th street home. St. Nicholas also
shares another common past with two of the
three churches, the architect, James Renwick, Jr
All four are designated landmarks.
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Grace Church
Broadway & 10th St.

Est. 1846
Architect: James Renwick,

Church of the Ascension
36 Fifth Avenue at 10th St.

Est. 1841
Architect: Richard Upjohn

St. Mark's in the Bowery
2nd Ave. & 10th St.

Est. 1799 Renovation: 1846
Architect: James Renwick, Jr.

THE BEGINNINGS - by Very Rev Protopresbyter
Stephen Dutko, one of the first Seminarians of the
newly created Carpatho-Russian diocese and
student at Christ the Savior Seminary established in
1939 at St. Nicholas Church, Manhattan.

LOCAL In 1936
Tompkins Sq Park
is in shambles. The
New York Times
reports that the
park is without a
doubt, a life saver
for this part of the
city. It is a place
for activists and
labor organizers. It

LOCAL Trinity Episcopal Church Wall Street
establishes a Mission House, an industrial
trade school, a dispensary and a sea-side camp
for the "disadvantaged" youth in lower
Manhattan. "Just go to church" is all they ask.

There was no majestic cathedral awaiting Bishop
Orestes upon his return. There was no thunderous
choir singing praises to God... Indeed, the
possessions of Bishop Orestes and the Diocese were
few, while the challenges facing him and the flock
were daunting.
Immediately after Bishop Orestes was installed, he
provided the leadership to respond to his greater
concern, "Where would the future priests come
from" Who would serve the parishes of the new
Diocese? He could no longer have young men
interested in the priesthood studying privately with
parish priests. A seminary was needed so that those
young men would be trained in a community of
students within proper spiritual and scholastic
atmosphere.
The answer to this urgent question came when
Bishop Orestes worked out an agreement with the
Church Board of St. Nicholas Church in New York
City. Christ the Savior Seminary became a reality
for these young seminarians. We looked forward to
the weekly visits of Bishop Orestes as he pulled up
to the Seminary in New York in his Studebaker!
During the short breaks between classes, we
gathered in the recreation room where we enjoyed
his stories of his joys as a fisherman, as a swimmer
in the Long Island Sound and how he loved to bowl.

Excerpted. Seventy years ago in October 1938, the
newly consecrated Bishop Orestes F. Chornock...
disembarked from a steamship in New York City at
the 45th Street pier... I had the privilege, together
with hundreds of people, to greet him upon his
arrival. We then escorted the new bishop, together
with Fr. Mihaly and several priests to St. Nicholas
Church in New York for a Moleben service of
Thanksgiving.



WORLD Most of World War II takes place in
the first half of the decade, which has a
profound effect on most countries and people
in Europe, Asia, and elsewhere. The
consequences of the war linger well into the
second half of the decade. War-weary Europe
is divided between the jostling spheres of
influence of the Western world and the Soviet
Union, leading to the beginning of the Cold
War. Fear-inducing clashes between capitalism
and communism, especially over the testing of
nuclear weapons, are of great concern.
NATIONAL In 1940, a
nationwide Census is
conducted documenting the
time between the Great
Depression and WWII. The
Census Bureau reports that
132.2 million people lived
in the United States.

Being Proud Rusnaks and Americans

Fighting for Freedom - For Family Here and in the Villages
From the farm, to the tenements, to the field of battle - making sacrifices and defending your home.

LOCAL - St. Nicholas Church Timeline
1940 The three beautiful bells of the parish are
cast at the McShane Bell Foundry, Baltimore,
MD. They are blessed, receiving the names of
SS. Peter and Paul, St. Michael the Archangel,
and St. Nicholas. They are donated by Vasil
and Mary Rusinak.
1945 Icons on side altars are written/painted
by the late Peter Cheselka.

1952/1953 Two 10th Street young women
elected as the reigning National Miss ACRY

SPORTS
GET YOUR FREE PASSES TO THE
GAME TONIGHT! Trinity Church sponsors
a basketball team for disadvantaged young
men at the Downtown Athletic Club. Twice a
week, whole neighborhoods come down to
support their favorite basketball team. The
team had as many as 60 players.
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1940s/early 50s News Briefs

1952 Marion Stegun
(Korchak)

1953 Mary Hlinka
(Seewald)

1951 The NY Office of
Civil Defense is formed
to prepare the city for an
atomic attack. 10th Street
Church is designated an
official fallout shelter.
Sign still hangs today at
bottom of steps, at the
entrance of Main Hall.

The 1940s Census Results - Battery Park District.
According to the just released 1940 Census Bureau,
the population of the Battery Park District is as
follows: POPULATION 9,479

Native White 5,396
Foreign-born white 3,845
Other 238

A small Czechoslvakian neighborhood at the foot of
Greenwich. Italian, Spanish and Portuguese around
Brooklyn Bridge. Arab American on Washington
Street. Greeks, Turks, Armenians, Slovaks, Poles,
Hungarians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians are also
represented in this diverse area of Manhattan.
Battery Park District
follows no formula. It
is high in purchasing
power with meager
family income. It is the
money center of the
world and most of its
many residents live in
the tenement buildings,
in cold water flats. On
summer days, its
millionaires sit easy in
air-cooled offices. On
summer nights, babies
are restless on crowded fire escapes. It is Wall
Street and the waterfront, Trinity Church and the
Bowery Mission, City Hall and Nick's Flop House.
After office hours, it is a phantom city, empty and
dark. In the daylight, millions of dollars pass
through Broadway cash registers. Residential rents
are mostly under $30 - paid by porters, dock
workers, scrub women, factory employees. Two
hundred years ago, this was little old New York!

Map from The Inquisitor's Apprentice by Chris Moriarty

The German occupation of Czechoslovakia
(1938–1945) began with the Nazi
annexation of Czechoslovakia's northern and
western border regions, known collectively
as the Sudetenland, under terms outlined by
the Munich Agreement. German leader
Adolf Hitler's pretext for this effort was the
alleged privations suffered by the ethnic
German population living in those regions.

Czechoslovakian pride and nationalistic
patriotism were evident at the New World's
Fair of 1939. The Czech booth distributed
bronze medallions with the inscription "We
shall be free again". The Czech booth did
not open in 1940 for the Fair's 2nd season.

1955 St. Nicholas Church sponsored the
National ACRY Bowling Tournament at the
Hotel New Yorker. Basil Kmech, Chair.
Each year, an ACRY chapter sponsors a
bowling tournament open to all chapters..
It is now called the Metropolitan
Orestes Memorial ACRY
Bowling Tournament to honor the
Metropolitan's love of the game.

The Carpatho-Russians enlisted in the
Armed Forces in droves, including
parishioners of St. Nicholas Church. Peter
Cheselka painted the sign above listing all of
the WWII serviceman serving in the
military. A gold star is painted next to each
young man who was killed in action. One
such gold star would be next to Michael
Strank, a Carpatho-Russian depicted on this
famous statue.
He is part of
the group who
raised the flag
atop Mount
Suribachi on
February 23,
1945. He is
sadly killed a
week later.



NOISE COMPLAINT
Police responded to a
neighbor complaint of
raucous behavior and
loud music coming from
288 East 10th St. "One of
our boys is home from
the war". The nosy
neighbor was arrested.

LOWER EAST SIDE
MILLINERY ROBBED

Suzanne's Hat Millinery
reported several dozen
hats stolen in a brazen
Sunday robbery. On a tip,
the police then question a
suspicious group of men
outside The Boys Club on
East Tenth and Avenue A.

Men known as Hammy
and Harry the Horse point
to the steps of St. Nicholas
Church across the street.

The ladies donned in
beautiful hats swore they
knew nothing.

KINDYA BROTHERS
LIQUOR STORE
Joseph & John Kindya

Proprietors

IT'S A MYSTERY...
Officials in Battery Park
cannot explain how fifty
park benches end up in a
large circle each spring
Saturday. Members of
10th Street Church are
being questioned. Oddly,
the circles just stopped.

Now, beach officials in
Coney Island report a
large circle is appearing
there, summer Saturdays.
10th St. Church members
are being questioned.

Where will circles appear
next? We are guessing
Lemko Park.

LOCAL NEWS
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She's my Teta!
No, she's
my Teta!

Ujko is my 3rd cousin
on my Dad's side and
2nd on my Mom's. Or,
is it the other
way around?

You
are

both
right
and
she

is my
Teta!

LOCAL BUSINESSES

HERKO & SON
Pete's Prime Meat Market
121 Washington Street

TENTH STCLASSIFIEDS

Atlas Vislocky

Are you ready for
Coney Island

beach?
John "Atlas"
Vislocky
can help!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Morning Star Cooperative
Enjoy our restaurant and bar

or better yet, join us. Buy shares
and then share in the profit.

We're Stronger, Together

A STITCH
IN TIME

KANIA GROCERY & DELI
Complete Line of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

GROCERIES andMEATS

50 WASHINGTON STREET

F
O
R

APT FOR RENT
RECTOR ST.
Small three room, Fits 8
people, 5th Fl, shared
facilities, running cold
water, big kitchen tub,
large fire escape to sleep 4
in summer, $28/mo

HELP WANTED
Wall Street firm looking
for honest, hardworking
and industrious porters,
elevator operators and
window washers. Prefer
former farmers who are
industrious and honest.

COUNTER HELP
needed at Slezak's in
Lower Manhattan near
Wall Street. Apply in
store.

CHARWOMAN
Wall Street firm looking
for charwoman to work
nights. Must be hard
working, trustworthy.
Prefer European descent

WANT TO WORK
EXPERIENCED COOK. I
prepare food for hundreds,
mostly weddings at St.
Nicholas Church, E. 10th
St. Contact Agnes Hlinka.

FOR CHURCH MEMBERS
10th Street Follies, Players
Wanted for Prestavlenie
Must have own costume.
Preferable if you can act, sing or
dance, but not necessary.

All Youth Invited to Camp
this summer. Trinity Church
has invited all church youth to
the Trinity Seaside Home in
Great River, Long Island for fun
and sun with Sisters Miriam &
Florence Hilda.

Missing Youth!
Young male youth did not arrive
to Russian school or religious
class today at 288 E. 10th St.
Last seen in the vicinity of the
Boys Club. Please contact Mrs.
Gidicsin. John is in big trouble.

NEEDED: Clean "Palunka"
bottles. If the temperance league
or prohibition authorities ask,
the bottles are used for making
....candles. That's it. Candles.

HELP US RAISE FUNDS by
selling 10th Street record with
Joseph Havrilak.
Record has church
hymns and solos by
the gifted baritone.

J
U
S
T

NO GAS LEAK
Residents of Washington
St "breathed a sigh of
relief" when the smell at
49 Washington was not a
toxic methane gas leak.
Tenants said they were
all cooking kapusta.
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FIRE OFFICIALS say a
surprise inspection of
10th St Church pointed to
two fire hazards - packed
pews are well over the
occupancy limit and
extensive use of candles.
No fines were issued.

"It all started when one of them said the
prettiest girls are from Litmanova."


