
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 

 

 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

Rev. Fr. Michael Rustick 
 

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685    

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org    Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org 
 

SUNDAY, March 31, 2013 

Sunday of St Gregory Palamas 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 1:10-2.3  Gospel Reading: Mark 2:1-12   Tone: 2 
 

TWO SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

The first is a Moleben for Mary Medvecky; the second is a parastas 

for Vasil Mamrila, given by daughter Anna Derevjanikova & family 

on the one year anniversary of his falling asleep. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Anna Derevjanik, Maros Derevjanik, John Gajdos and 

John Hubka many happy and blessed years! 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Mary Fackovec, Lorraine 

(Vira) Laughlin, Jan Kindja, Mary Strenk, Steven Gaydos, Ann 

Gaydos, Anna Viktoria Derevjanikova, Mary Lichvarik, Anna 

Lichvarik, Seman Kovalcik, Olga Petrick, John Vislocky, Victoria 

Vislocky, Deacon Joseph Hotrovich, Joyce Rusinak, and Janice 

Dolhy.  Please notify Fr. Michael to add to this list: 

frmichael@stnicholaschurchnyc.org. 
 

READING OF NAMES OF THE DEPARTED SOULS will be 

today during Liturgy. The Orthodox Church celebrates the universal 

commemoration of all those who have fallen asleep normally during 

All Souls Saturdays (first four Saturdays of Lent). So that more 

people can participate, we will have the reading on Sundays. 
 

PARASTAS/PANACHIDA & HRAMOTA FORMS 

Both forms are available on top of the radiator in back of the church. 

Please give the completed forms to Father Michael or drop them off 

in the office. Thank you. 
 

ST NICHOLAS LENTEN MEMORIAL WALL 

During the Lenten season, we would like to again remember our St. 

Nicholas family and friends who have departed with a Memorial 

picture wall. If you have a photo that you would like for us to include, 

please give to Debbie Derevjanik any Sunday. 
 

NO ENVELOPES TO REMEMBER!  Have your donation charged 

to your credit card once a month. Sign-up in the office. 

 

Dial in Service Info: 10 minutes prior to Service, call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 254685 

 

ST GREGORY PALAMAS 

Last week, we celebrated the Triumph of 

Orthodoxy over the Iconoclasts. Today is the 

Commemoration of the second Triumph of 

Orthodoxy in the 14
th
 Century.  St Gregory 

Palamas was a monk of Mount Athos and 

Archbishop of Thessaloniki.  He was also the 

right defender and preeminent theologian of 

a type of prayer called hesychia, a practice 

central to the prayer life of Orthodox monks. 

This silent prayer seeks a union with God by 

ceasing to register the senses, thus 

transfering the prayer from the mind to the 

heart - to “pray without ceasing”. St. Gregory 

was accused of heresy by Barlaam of 

Seminara, a scholar and theologian from 

Italy. Six Councils were convened to over 

ten years with the Council of Blachernae in 

1351, upholding St. Gregory's teachings. 



90 ninety            years 
 

C E L E B R AT I N G  

Please join us 
for a 90th birthday celebration 

honoring our Mom, 

Mary Medvecky 
 

Sunday, April 7, 2013 
(after Liturgy) 

St. Nicholas Church 
 

Please, no gifts. Your presence with us  
on this special day will be our cherished gift.  

THANK YOU GEORGE & JUSTINA! 

Did you see the changes in the kitchen? George and Justina Chobor spent an entire day rearranging, removing 

excess supplies/tables and cleaning the kitchen. This was a very laborious undertaking. Their work re-organized 

the kitchen in such a way that it is usable for so many. Thank you to you both. 
 

PIROHY FOR SALE!  STOCK UP YOUR FREEZER FOR LENT! 

Pirohy will be available for purchase after Liturgy to take home each Sunday through Lent. Please see Magda 

Matlak or Justina Chobor. Cost: $8 for Potato & Cheese; Farmers Cheese – SOLD OUT! 
 

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPARE CHANGE? Remember that big bottle just outside the entrance of the church?  

The money raised from this collection goes to the building fund for a rainy day (or to repair damage from a rainy 

day).  Before going into church, why not throw in some of your spare change?  
 

GOT COFFEE? 

It didn’t seem possible, but our coffee reserves are low. If 

you have extra at home or see a good sale, we would be 

grateful for a can of coffee. Thanks so much. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
March 31

st
 -  Board of Trustees meeting 

 

April 7
th

 – 90
th

 Birthday Party for Mary Medvecky 
 

April 14
th

 – Altar Society Communion Breakfast 
 

April 21
st
 – Coffee Hour hosted by Vislocky, Salony, 

Ludwig, McCormick families 
 

April 27
th

 – Lazarus Saturday – Please see Board in Main 

Hall to sign-up – we will be dyeing Easter Eggs, tying pussy 

willows and baking Paska and Kolačy. 
 

April 28
th

 – Palm Sunday coffee hour hosted by the Benc & 

McAusland family 
 

MAY 5
TH

 GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA  
 

EVENT ALERT!   

Each year, the first Sunday in May means that tens of thousands of riders head out for a 40-

mile cycling tour of the five boroughs of New York City on car-free roads. Many of us do not 

attend Services that day because the road closures effectively block many ways into Manhattan 

and those that aren’t blocked are very congested. This year, since Pascha is on the same day, it 

is very important to start planning your route into the City early! To start the process, visit this 

link to view a map. http://www.nycbikemaps.com/spokes/five-boro-bike-tour-2013/  

As you can see, the West Side Highway is clear so that has been a great route for many from 

New Jersey and up-state. The complete list of street and road closures hasn’t been posted for 

2013, but the route is identical to last year so this page should provide the needed information: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2012/pr12_14.shtml 

 

GET YOUR BAG FROM #2 HALL FOR THE ST NICHOLAS CHURCH LENTEN FOOD DRIVE 

Mike and Evelyn Kormanik passed on a great idea called the “40 Cans of Lent Food 

Drive”. While many Orthodox Christians fast during Lent, for some of our food-insecure 

neighbors, going without food is not a choice. The goal is to set aside one can (or other 

non-perishable food item) per day during Lent and bring your accumulated food donation 

with your basket on Pascha. To help out, there are sturdy shopping bags in #2 Hall to place 

your food. “40 Cans for Lent” is an opportunity to take a small sacrifice and turn it into a 

big difference in the lives of others.  

 

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR PASKA AND KOLAČ 

An order form is on the last page of the bulletin. Please see Magda if you have any questions. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lenten+food+drive&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TRkytVuHnIa5rM&tbnid=lcJk4GVehnMTDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://stpaulswcnews.blogspot.com/2007/02/2007-lenten-food-drive.html&ei=zZdVUdesJ-fA0QHViYGQDw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFC92AJWs-gaH-Az2nv4k2q4jouoA&ust=1364650298604827


ITEMS NEEDED FOR HOLY WEEK 

Please see Magda in the office to donate one of the items for use during Holy Week. 

 

ITEM PRICE DONATED BY FOR 

14 Decorated Candles on Altar $100 Lillian Benc and Family 
In Memory of the departed Benc and 

Bulko family members 

6 Main Altar Candles $60 Kathy Matlak 
For the Health of Strenk, Matlak, 

Rusinak and Petrik families 

Triple Bar Cross of Votives 

(Lord’s side) 
$40 Mr. & Mrs. John Rosina  

Triple Bar Cross of Votives 

(Virgin Mary’s side) 
$40   

2 Large Side Altar Candles 

(Christ in Garden) 
$30   

2 Large Side Altar Candles 

(Baptism of Christ) 
$30   

2 Red Vigil Light side Altar 

(Christ in Garden) 
$30   

2 Red Vigil Light side Altar 

(Baptism of Christ) 
$30   

Sacramental Wine $25   

Festive Oil $25 Mr. & Mrs. John Rosina  

4 Red Vigil Lights 

Top of Round Votive Stands 
$25   

Eternal Lamp 

(Center of Church) 
$25   

Charcoal $25   

Altar Boy Candles $25 Busel Family 

In gratitude for all of the altar boys that 

have faithfully served and currently 

serve in the Altar.  

Incense $25   

 

 

St. Nicholas Flea Market 

Saturday, June 22
nd  11:00 – 4:00 

We are in need of any of the following items:  

Housewares, home decorations, jewelry, handbags, books,  

toys and anything you no longer can use, but maybe someone else can.   

PLEASE, NO CLOTHING! NO COMPUTERS! 
 

We will be storing the items, temporarily in the Choir Room,  

but please do not bring your items until after May 12
th 

 
 

Can you spare some time to help sell all of our “treasures”? 

Please sign up on the Volunteer Board. 



NEW SCHOLARSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Diane, Gary and Michele Heidenfelder 

are doing something very special for the 

graduating seniors here at St. Nicholas 

Church. The Tracy Heidenfelder 

Memorial Fund is announcing the start of 

a new scholarship program with a $1,000 

Award presented directly to the student 

selected (in the event of a tie, the award 

will be split).  
 

Applications are available in the church 

office. The due date for application 

receipt is May 20
th

. The Scholarship 

Selection Committee will announce the 

recipient of the scholarship by June 16
th

. 

The members of this committee are not 

affiliated with St. Nicholas Church in any 

way, and have no knowledge of the 

candidates. Selection will be based on the 

application content only. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 

EAST VILLAGE CULTURAL EVENT – KINOFEST NYC – 

April 4-7, 2013- At the Cookie Walk this year, we met the organizer 

for KinoFest NYC, an East Village film festival featuring films from 

Ukraine and other post-Soviet countries. Tickets for the festival are 

$12 and will be available for online purchase now. For more 

information, visit www.kinofestNYC.com.  
 

HISTORY OF THE EASTER EGG AND THE “ART OF 

PYSANKY” -   Saturday, April 20, 2013 at 2 PM - at the SS. Peter 

& Paul Orthodox Church Hall, 66 Beach St., Rockaway, NJ  08766 

Admission is free and refreshments will be served. A DVD about 

Pysanky will be shown with a demonstration of painting the eggs. 

For further info, please send an e-mail to crsnewjersey@gmail.com. 
 

GOLF TOURNMENT - May 18
th

 

St. Michaels Orthodox Church in Binghamton, NY will be holding 

its 3
rd

 annual golf tournament to benefit two orphanages and a 

children’s hospital wing in Slovakia & the Ukraine. The cost is $400 

per team. For more information, contact Dr. Nick Seketa at 

NFSeketa@gmail.com. You can also sponsor an orphan for $10. 

Make the check out to St. Michaels Orthodox Church and mail to: 

Dr. Nick Seketa, 1104 Tamara Lane, Johnson City, NY  13790 
 

LADIES LUNCHEON/CHINESE AUCTION TO BENEFIT 

BEAUTIFULLY RECKLESS – June 1
st
  

Beautifully Reckless, the Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund, is 

hosting a Ladies Luncheon and Chinese Auction on Sat., June 1
st
 at 

12:00, The Palace of Wong, Sunrise Highway, Rockville Center, 

NY. The cost is $30 per person. Tickets must be purchased prior to 

the event. Checks may be mailed to: Beautifully Reckless, PO Box 

1643, Valley Stream, NY  11582. For more information, visit 

www.beautifullyreckless.org. 

The Tracy Heidenfelder  

Memorial Fund Scholarship  

 

Award Amount:   $1000  

Non-renewable, and may be split in case of a tie  

 

Applications are available in the church office  

 

Application Deadline: 

Must be received at address on the application 

by May 20, 2013 

 

The criteria for applying: 
 

 High School Senior, graduating Class of 2013 

 GPA of 85 or better 

 Will be attending either a 2 or 4 year college/university 

 Must be currently involved in at least one school  

  extra curricular activity. 

 Must be an active participant at St. Nicholas of Myra Church 

 

Scholarship Recipient to be announced no later than June 16th 

 

If you have any questions, please contact us at  

fortracy@beautifullyreckless.org 

  

CAMP NAZARETH FAMILY DAY 

His Grace, Bishop Gregory of Nyssa has 

announced the dates for Family Camp – 

May 31 – June 2, 2013 (see next page). 

For more information, visit,  

http://www.acrod.org/news/releases/fa

milycamp2013  

http://www.kinofestnyc.com/
mailto:NFSeketa@gmail.com


 



Lent 2013 – March, April and May 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

Tuesday 

Wednesdayd

nesday 

Thursday 

Thursday 

  Friday    Saturday 

SSaturdaySatu

rday 
31 
St. Gregory Palamas 

Bd of Trustees Mtg 

  

APRIL 
1 

2 3 4 5 
Molebem to 

the Cross, 7 

6 

7 
Cross Veneration & 

Annunciation 

- Parastas for Vasil 

Mamrila 

-  Moleben for Mary 

Medvecky and 

90
th

 Birthday Party 

8 9 10 
 

 

Presanctified 

Liturgy, 7pm 

11 

 

12 13 

14 
St. John of the Ladder 

15 16 17 18 19 
Paraklis 7pm 

20 

21 
St. Mary of Egypt 

Parastas & coffee 

hour: Vislocky, 

Salony, Ludwig, 

McCormick 

22 23 24 25 26 
 

 

Presanctified 

Liturgy, 7pm 

27 
Lazarus 

Saturday 

Divine 

Liturgy 10am 

28 
 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Benc & McAusland 

29 30 MAY 1 
 

 

Holy 

Wednesday 

7pm 

2 
 

 

Holy 

Thursday – 

The 12 

Passion 

Gospels 

7pm 

3 
 

 

Holy & 

Great Friday- 

Vespers 

Liturgy and 

Procession 

7pm 

4 
Vesperal 

Liturgy  9am 
 

Resurrection 

Matins & 

Procession 

8pm  
 

Blessing of 

Baskets 

 5 
The Resurrection of 

our Lord – 

PASCHA 

Divine Liturgy10am 

 

6 
Bright 

Monday 

Divine 

Liturgy 9am 

7 
Bright 

Tuesday 

Divine 

Liturgy 9am 

8 9 10 11 

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
 

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924 -  Large Parking Area 

 718-748-4860  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have the St. Nicholas Bulletin delivered to your email each week (normally by Friday), 

please send an email to: k.busel@att.net with the email address(es) you want to receive the bulletin.  

We are hoping to save a few trees, print a few less bulletins and get the word out more efficiently.  

You will need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

 

 



WHY ARE THE EASTERS SO FAR APART THIS YEAR? 

 

The formula for Easter—"The first Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal 

equinox"—is identical for both Western and Orthodox Easters, but the churches base the 

dates on different calendars: Western churches use the Gregorian calendar and Orthodox 

churches use the older, Julian calendar. The Julian calendar is thirteen days behind the 

Gregorian. (this is important to the answer) 
 

Since the vernal equinox is on a fixed date in the Gregorian calendar (March 20
th

 or 21
st
), 

Western Easter will always fall between March 22 and April 25. To complicate matters, “full moon” does not 

mean the astronomical full moon but the "ecclesiastical moon," which is based on tables created by the church. 

These constructs allow the date of Easter to be calculated in advance rather than determined by actual 

astronomical observances, which are naturally less predictable.  
 

The Eastern Church sets the date of Easter according to the actual, astronomical full moon and the actual equinox 

as observed along the meridian of Jerusalem, site of the Crucifixion and Resurrection. Plus, the Eastern Orthodox 

Church also applies the formula so that Easter always falls after Passover, since the Crucifixion and Resurrection 

of Christ took place after he entered Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. In the Western Church, Easter sometimes 

precedes Passover by weeks.  

 

Okay – by this definition, if you looked into the sky, you saw a beautiful full moon this week. According to the 

calendar, we passed March 20/21 so, why isn’t Orthodox Easter this week?  Now, the important part – since we 

use the Julian Calendar, we are thirteen days apart. Therefore, the vernal equinox in on April 3
rd 

using the Julian 

Calendar. Orthodox Easter always falls between the dates of April 4
th

 – May 8
th

 so there is no way we can 

celebrate Easter this week. Plus, Passover is not over until April 2
nd

.  

 

Hope this helps to answer the question. Or, did it raise more questions

 

KOLAČ ORDER FORM 
Order form can be dropped off at the church office; or e-mailed to: 

mmatlak@kbcc.cuny.edu 
or call in your order to Magda Matlak on: 718 373-2279 

Orders must be place by: April 24 
Please make checks payable to: St. Nicholas Church 
Orders will be available for pick-up: Sunday, April 28 

 
Name: __________________________________ 
 
Phone #: _________________________________ 
 

Item Price Amount Total 

Kolač – Poppyseed  $10.00   

Kolač – Walnut  $14.00   

Kolač – Lekvar – Prune  $10.00   

Kolač -  Apricot $10.00   

Paska – (S) $  6.00   

Paska – (M) $  8.00   

    

  GRAND 
TOTAL 

 

For office use only: 
Paid:  Yes_____;  No______  Form of Payment: Cash:_____; Check: _____;  CC: _____ 


