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SUNDAY, April 21, 2013
St. Mary of Egypt
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 9:11-140 Gospel Reading: Mark 10:32-45 Tone: 5 Troparian & Kontakian: p 83-84
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The Fifth Sunday of Lent commemorates St Mary of Egypt

The story of St. Mary of Egypt is actually two stories: Mary’s life as a model of
repentance and the account of the priest St. Zosimas and his encounter with her.
Mary lived the first part of her life without morality, committing sin of body,
mind and soul. On one eventful occasion, Mary went to Egypt to celebrate the
Exaltation of the Cross, not for religious reasons, but to follow the crowd. When
she tried to enter the church with other travelers, an unknown force would not
allow her to enter. She realized it was her own sin that kept her from entering.
She pleaded fervently to the Theotokos for forgiveness and that she would
immediately change her life. Eventually, she was found worthy to worship the
mystery of the precious and life-giving Wood of the Cross. Continued on page 4

SERVICES TODAY: There will be a panachida today in memory of Anna &
Charles Vislocky; Mary(Vicky) & Peter Bondar; Lauren Bentvena, Mike
Ludwig and Tracy Heidenfelder given by their families. The coffee hour today
will be hosted today by Ann and Rich Vislocky, John and Helen Salony, Anka
Ludwig and Kathleen, Mike and Christopher McCormick.

ST MARY OF EGYPT

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita

Let us all wish Jarka Derevjanik, John Gidicsin, Jr, Fr. Alex loukliaevskikh,
Philip Kortak, Adriana Kumta, Lorraina Vira, Giana Mammoliti, Magda
Matlak, Michele Munich, John Mcausland, Vladimir Timko, Pamela Vislocky
many happy and blessed years!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita
Let us all wish William and Sherry Vislocky many happy and blessed years!

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Mary Fackovec, Paul Sikoryak,
Lorraine Vira, Mary Strenk, Steven Gaydos, Ann Gaydos, Anna Viktoria
Derevjanikova, Mary Lichvarik, Anna Lichvarik, Seman Kovalcik, Olga
Petrick, John Vislocky, Victoria Vislocky, Deacon Joseph Hotrovich, Joyce
Rusinak, Neil Ingenito and Janice Dolhy. Please notify Fr. Michael to add to
this list: frmichael@stnicholaschurchnyc.org.

ST MARY OF EGYPT
AND ST ZOSIMAS

Dial in Service Info: 10 minutes prior to Service, call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685
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Dear Diocesan Clergy, Youth and Faithful.

Glory to Jesus Christ!

We are pleased to forward to your attention the following information about an Essay contest sponsored by the
National Junior ACRY. Each year, the National Jr. ACRY holds a Camp Essay Contest that anyone across the
diocese can enter. If your essay is chosen as the winner, the National Jr. ACRY will pay for one full Diocesan
week of camp if you are a National Jr. ACRY member. If you are not a member of the National Jr. ACRY, half
of your camping week will be paid for.

A decision about the essay contest will be made at the Bowling Tournament, and all essays are due by May 24,

2013 to President, Tim Paproski. All additional information about mailing and the essay topic can be found in
the attached document or on line at http://www.acrod.org/news/releases/camp-essay-contest

The Deadline to submit an essay is May 24

CAMP NAZARETH RAFFLE TICKETS

Camp Nazareth Family Day Raffle Tickets have arrived! This is still the only diocesan-wide fundraiser for Camp
Nazareth and a significant source of income for the Camp Program. The raffle takes place at the camp on Family
Day, Sunday June 2nd. Please consider purchasing a $20 ticket. If you’re interested see Debbie Derevjanik any
Sunday or email me at: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org for more information.

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR PASKA & KOLAC PIROHY FOR SALE!
Order forms are on the back page of the bulletin and Pirohy is available for purchase. Please see Magda
located outside of the office. Please see Magda if you Matlak or Justina Chobor. Cost:$8 for Potato & Cheese

have any questions.

IMPORTANT DATES — Mark Your Calendars

April 27" — Lazarus Saturday — Please see Board in Main Hall to
sign-up — we will be dyeing Easter Eggs, tying pussy willows and
baking Paska and Kolacy. Want to have some fun? Join

April 28" — Palm Sunday coffee hour hosted by the Benc & us on Lazarus Saturday after
McAusland families Liturgy to dye Easter Eggs

MAY 5™ GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA and tie up pussy willows for
2] EVENTALERT! ) Ea“ﬁlsl;mday' e
= mesoro  The first Sunday in May is the Five Boro Bike Tour. unch with be proviced.
i.k{{ Road closures effectively block many ways into
b|ke Manhattan and those that aren’t blocked are very
Tour congested. This year, since Pascha is on the same day;, it
amehewvoreent i very important to start planning your route into the
City early! As you will see on thi link below, the West Side Highway
has been a great route for many from New Jersey and up-state.
http://www.nycbikemaps.com/spokes/five-boro-bike-tour-2013/
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Please sign up on Volunteer

Board to let us know you
June 22" — Annual Flea Market will be there!

4 St. Nicholas Flea Market I

Saturday, June 22" 11:00 — 4:00

We are in need of the following items: Housewares, home decorations, jewelry, handbags, books, toys
and New clothes, with tags preferred! Worn once or twice, great!

Old t-shirts, sweatpants, things you won’t wear anymore...NO!

PLEASE DO NOT DONATE USED CLOTHING

NO COMPUTERS! NO PRINTERS!

Can you spare some time to help sell all of our “treasures”?
\ Please sign up on the Volunteer Board, Main Hall /




COMMUNION BREAKFAST RECAP

Thank you to the Altar Society for hosting the Lenten Communion breakfast last week that some were saying
belonged in the pages of Bon Appétit magazine. The menu was inspired by scripture readings and foods
mentioned in the bible including fish, cucumbers, raisins, apples, pomegranates, dates, etc.

NEW SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT The Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund started a new scholarship
program for St. Nicholas members and friends of the church with a $1,000 Award presented directly to the student
selected (in the event of a tie, the award will be split). Applications are available outside the church office. Due
date for application receipt is May 20" with the scholarship recipient announced by June 16". Selection will be
based on the application content only. The Scholarship Selection Committee is not affiliated with St. Nicholas
Church and has no knowledge of the candidates.

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

ART EXHIBITION —April 3 —June 2,2013 LET’S SHOW OUR SUPPORT

American Indian Artists (AMERINDA), Inc. rents an office here at St. Nicholas Church in the former Sunday
school room. This not-for-profit organization has been a great addition to St. Nicholas for the past few years and
very helpful during the recent transition in particular. AMERINDA is announcing the opening of an art
exhibition from April 3 —June 2, 2013. The theme is The Old Becomes the New: New York Movement in
Contemporary Native Art and the New York School, a group exhibition of twenty three contemporary artists
living and working in New York City together with five highly seminal artists of the New York School.
AMERINDA works to empower Native Americans, break down barriers, foster intercultural understanding and
appreciation and to embody the traditional practices and values that define Indian culture. The exhibition is
being held at the Wilmer Jennings Gallery at Kenkeleba located at 219 East 2nd Street, New York, NY
10009 and is open from Wednesday through Saturday, 11:00 — 6:00pm. Tuesdays-By Appointment Call
(212) 674-3939. For further inquires contact David Martine at (631)287-6931 or at amerinda@amerinda.org.

GOLF TOURNMENT - May 18" St. Michaels Orthodox Church, Binghamton, NY will be holding its 3" annual
golf tournament to benefit two orphanages and a children’s hospital wing in Slovakia & the Ukraine. The cost is
$400 per team. You can also sponsor an orphan for $10. Contact Dr. Nick Seketa NFSeketa@gmail.com or by mail
1104 Tamara Lane, Johnson City, NY 13790. Make the check out to St. Michaels Orthodox Church.

CAMP NAZARETH FAMILY CAMP — May 31-June 2" His Grace, Bishop Gregory of Nyssa extends a cordial
invitation to all Diocesan Parents and Children to join him for a new event at Camp Nazareth in conjunction with
Family Day. For more information, visit, http://www.acrod.org/news/releases/familycamp2013

LADIES LUNCHEON/CHINESE AUCTION TO BENEFIT BEAUTIFULLY RECKLESS — June 1%
Beautifully Reckless, the Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund, is hosting a Ladies Luncheon and Chinese Auction
on Sat., June 1% at 12:00, The Palace of Wong, Sunrise Highway, Rockville Center, NY. The cost is $30 per

person. Tickets must be purchased prior to the event. Checks may be mailed to: Beautifully Reckless, PO Box
1643, Valley Stream, NY 11582. For more information, visit www.beautifullyreckless.org.



mailto:NFSeketa@gmail.com

Excerpt from a lecture presented by Professor Susan Ashbrook Harvey, Ph. D. Doctor Harvey is a faculty member of the Religious
Studies Department at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island.
Continued from page 1 ...

Guided then by a vision of the Theotokos, Mary left at once for the desert beyond the Jordan River, for there, her
vision told her, she would find rest, peace. On the way, she stopped at a church built on the river banks; there she
washed herself in the Jordan, receiving her baptism, and partook of the Eucharist in that church, all the while
utterly alone. From there, she came to the desert, led still by the vision of the Blessed Theotokos. Her new life
was begun. She lived for 48 years alone, in the desert, living on plants, until she met Fr. Zosimas.

The Story of St. Zosimas

Fr. Zosimas was a priest and a monk, sincere, devoted, and earnest. He sought to live a good Christian life, and he
did. From his childhood he had pursued the monastic vocation, with piety and discipline. His life was so different
than Mary's had been: the life of the monastery as opposed to the life of the city streets.

At the age of fifty-three, Fr. Zosimas came to a crisis in his life. He felt as if he had attained perfection and
required no more teaching. "Is there a monk on earth capable of affording me benefit or passing on to me
anything new, some kind of spiritual achievement of which | either do not know or in which I have not succeeded
as a monk?" But the Lord was compassionate with Fr. Zosimas, and spoke to him in a vision telling him to go to
the desert beyond the Jordan, 'so that you may know how many and varied are the ways to salvation.'

Fr. Zosimas went, expecting to find a great and holy monk who would become his teacher. When he entered the
desert, he walked for twenty days into its deepest and most desolate part. He caught sight of a human with a
withered and naked body and with hair as white as snow, who fled from his sight because of its nakedness. Fr.
Zossima chased the figure until they came to a stream when it cried out, “Fr. Zossima, forgive me for the Lord’s
sake. I cannot turn round to you, for I am a naked woman.” Fr. Zossima threw the woman his cloak and she
turned around. The elder was amazed that she knew him by name and knew that he was in the presence of God.

O Mother in the spirit, it is plain from this insight that all your life you have dwelt with God and have nearly died
to the world... But since grace is recognized not by office but by gifts of the Spirit, bless me, for God's sake, and
pray for me out of the kindness of your heart."

Eventually, with great difficulty, Fr. Zosimas extracted Mary’s story. He was alternately terrified and awed as he
watched and listened to her. She did not see, though Fr. Zosimas could, that she had attained a degree of sanctity
that could only be measured by the degree of sinfulness she had known. For unlike him, she had no illusions
about her accomplishments. She knew only the truth of God, and her love for him.

Then she asked a favor. She asked him to return to his monastery and tell no one about her, but in a year's time
return to her on Holy Thursday and bring her the Eucharist. Reluctantly, Fr. Zosimas left. He had become her
disciple. Her presence and story renewed him, giving him life he had lost in complacency. He returned at the
appointed time, yearning for her presence. She came to him, walking on water to cross the Jordan while he again
gave way to awe. As he knelt to reverence her she reproved him, "What are you doing, Fr. Zosimas, you who are a
priest of God and carrying the holy mysteries?' Then, the story says, "Mary received the life-giving gifts of the
sacrament, groaning and weeping with her hands held up to heaven, and she cried out, 'Lord now let your servant
depart in peace, according to your word: for my eyes have seen your salvation."

Again she sent him away, to return again the following year at the same time. But when the time came and Fr.
Zosimas hastened on his journey, he found his beloved guide dead, with a letter to him written in the sand beside
her body. From this he learned that she had died within an hour of receiving the sacrament the previous year - the
fulfillment of her hope. He learned, also, for the first time her name: she signed herself "Mary the sinner."
Grieving and marveling, Fr. Zosimas buried the holy woman, helped by a lion who came to venerate the body of
the Saint. Then, he went back to the world to give the gift of her story to others, as she had given it to him.



Lent 2013 — April and May

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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St. Mary of Egypt Lazarus

Panachida & coffee Saturday
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PASCHA Divine Divine
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Mother’s Day

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. — Licensed Funeral Director & Owner

Services available whenever and wherever needed

1275 - 65" St (Corner of 13" Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219
Family Owned & Operated since 1924 - Large Parking Area
718-748-4860

You will need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader.

If you would like to have the St. Nicholas Bulletin delivered to your email each week (normally by Friday),
please send an email to: k.busel@att.net with the email address(es) you want to receive the bulletin.
We are hoping to save a few trees, print a few less bulletins and get the word out more efficiently.




KOLAC & PASKA ORDER FORM

Order form can be dropped off at the church office; or e-mailed to:
mmatlak@kbcc.cuny.edu
or call in your order to Magda Matlak on: 718 373-2279
Orders must be place by: April 24
Please make checks payable to: St. Nicholas Church
Orders will be available for pick-up: Sunday, April 28

Name:
Phone #:
Kola¢ — Poppyseed $10.00
Kola¢ — Walnut $14.00
Kola¢ — Lekvar — Prune $10.00
Kola¢ - Apricot $10.00
Paska — (S) $ 6.00
Paska — (M) $ 8.00
GRAND
TOTAL




