
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 

 

 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

Rev. Fr. Michael Rustick 
 

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685   For Emergency Use Only: 973-219-5186    

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org    Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org 
 

SUNDAY, May 12, 2013 

St. Thomas Sunday – Mothers’ Day 

Epistle Reading: Acts 5:12-20 Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31  Tone: 1 Troparian & Kontakian: pp. 52-53 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN!                                                                               CHRISTOS VOSKRES! 

INDEED HE IS RISEN!                                                                         VOISTINU VOSKRES! 
 

ST THOMAS One of the most striking thing about St Thomas icons is that Apostle 

Thomas is often shown as a youth. At the Last Supper, Christ told His Apostles that 

He was going to prepare a place for them to which they also might come and they 

knew both the place and the way. Thomas begged for a clearer answer because he 

did not understand. He received the beautiful assurance that Christ is the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life. In today’s Gospel reading, you will hear about the Apostle 

Thomas and why he is most famously known as “Doubting Thomas”. When Jesus 

first came to the Apostles after His Resurrection, Thomas was not there. Thomas 

refused to believe the accounts of the other disciples that Christ is Risen. Often 

maligned for this, in Orthodox teaching it is recognized that through his initial 

doubts, Thomas came to confess Christ -  And Thomas answered and said unto him, 

“My Lord and my God”– his true confession of faith. The youthfulness of the 

Apostle Thomas is something to consider when thinking about his “doubts”.  

Tradition says that at the dispersal of the Apostles after Pentecost, St. Thomas was 

sent to evangelize the Parthians, Medes, and Persians; it is thought that he 

ultimately reached India, carrying the Faith to the Malabar Coast, which still has a large native population 

known as the “St. Thomas Christians” with over 3.5 million Oriental Orthodox Christians today. 
 

SERVICE SCHEDULE  

A Panachida for all of our deceased mothers will be held before dismissal today. There will be a 40-day Parastas 

after Liturgy next week for Anna Knapova, given by Mr. and Mrs. Michal Koneval. 
  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Erica Derevjanik, Anna Matolakova, Veronica Pancik, Paul Sikoryak, Jr, Andrew Timko and 

Madeline Vira many happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 
Let us wish John and Stacey Petricha many happy and blessed years as they celebrate their anniversary! 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Mary Fackovec, Paul Sikoryak, Lorraine Vira, Mary Strenk, Steven 

Gaydos, Ann Gaydos, Anna Viktoria Derevjanikova, Mary Lichvarik, Anna Lichvarik, Seman Kovalcik, Olga 

Petrick, Kamil Belan, Victoria Vislocky, Deacon Joseph Hotrovich, Joyce Rusinak, Neil Ingenito and Janice Dolhy.  

Please notify Fr. Michael to add to and/or remove from this list: frmichael@stnicholaschurchnyc.org. 
 

Dial in Service Info: 10 minutes prior to Service, call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685 
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        IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Blessing of graves at Mt. Olivet 

will take place on Sunday, May 26 

after Liturgy; services will be at 

9:00am on that Sunday in order to 

get to the cemetery before the 

Memorial Day parade starts on 

Grand Avenue in Queens. 

 

MOTHERS’ DAY COFFEE HOUR 

Everyone is welcome to attend today’s coffee hour prepared by the men of St. Nicholas Church. This annual 

tradition is one that is thoroughly enjoyed by all and a highlight of the year. Thanks to all of the men who 

organized, prepared and served this scrumptious meal! 
 

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS 

Spring is an active time at St. Nicholas Church. Just about every weekend has a planned activity: 

May 19
th

: Parastas for Anna Knapova and coffee hour hosted by the 

Koneval Family 

May 26
th

: Service start: 9:00am - Blessing of the Graves after Liturgy 

- There are extra blessed pussy willows in #2 Hall  

June 1
st
: Saturday, 11:30 am – Practice & First Holy Confession 

June 2
nd

: First Communion after First Holy Confession  

June 9
th

 : Graduation Party for this year’s eighth grade, high school and 

college graduates. Congratulations Class of 2013! 

June 16
th

: Fathers’ Day 

June 22
nd

: St. Nicholas Church Flea Market 

This is promising to be the biggest flea market ever! All the 

proceeds are being donated directly to the church. We are 

going to need many hands on June 22
nd

 as we anticipate that every 

table in the Main Hall will be stocked full with treasures. 
 

You can start bringing in your donations now. Donated items are 

being stored in the Choir room. If you are donating items, you will 

see that the room has designated category areas (books, 

housewares, toys, etc). Please try to separate your items based on 

the signs. If there is something that doesn’t correspond to the 

signs, simply leave that item in the open area as you walk out of 

the elevator. It will help the sorting process immensely. Thank for 

you for the donation and your help! 
 

June 30
th

: Tentative St. Nicholas Annual Picnic at Pickle Park, NJ 
 

PIROHY & KOLAČ FOR SALE! There are frozen poppyseed and lekvar rolls for sale plus potato & cheese 

pirohy. Please see Magda Matlak or Justina Chobor. Cost: Potato & Cheese pirohy - $8; Poppyseed and Lekvar 

Kolač - $10. 
 

NO ENVELOPES TO REMEMBER!  Have your donation charged to your credit card once a month and our 

will never have to worry about writing a check or remembering an envelope. Sign-up in the office. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP REMINDER: The due date for the Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund 

Scholarship application receipt is May 20th. You only have a few more days! Applications are available outside 

the church office. 
 

FESTIVALS/PERFORMANCES   

OF INTEREST 

Bohemian Hall & Garden 

29-19 24 Avenue, Astoria 

Sat/Sun May 25-26
th

 Czech & 

Slovak Festival 

Mon, May 27
th

  Phil Shloenfelt & 

Pavel Cingle 

More info: 

www.bohemianhall.com 

 
 

 

St. Nicholas Flea Market 
Saturday, June 22

nd
      11:00 – 4:00 

We are in need of the following items:  

Housewares, home decorations, jewelry, 

handbags, books, toys 

NO CLOTHES! 

NO COMPUTERS! NO PRINTERS! 

Can you spare some time to help  

sell all of our “treasures”? 

Please sign up on the  

Volunteer Board, Main Hall 

 

 

 

 

 



Joseph, Helen Barone & John 

Lillian Benc 

Anna Benyo 

Kim and John Busel 

Michael & Lorraine Bulko 

Peter and Mary Ceselka 

Doreen and Joseph Clemente 

Deborah Derevjanik 

Martin Derevjanik 

Michal and Jarka Derevjanik 

Michal and Irena Derevjanik 

Mikulas and Anna Derevjanik 

Paul and Janice Dolhy 

John and Helen Fornazor 

Charles and Helen Gaydos 

John and Justine Gidicsin 

George and MaryJane Glosik 

Danielle & William Hofmann 

Bogdan and Danuta Horbal 

Bill and Ann Huott 

Pani Jean Hutnyan 

Father & Pani Ioukhaevskikh 

Michael and Nancy Kania 

Michael Kelcho 

Michal and Maria Koneval 

Marion Korchak  

Jan and Betty Kormanik 

Michael and Evelyn Kormanik 

Vasil and Anna Kormanik 

Barbara Kovalicik 

Sam Kovalcik 

Paul and Dawn Krzyzanowski 

 

I would like to thank the following people for their generous 
gifts to my beloved church on the occasion of my 90th birthday.  
$4,461 was donated to St. Nicholas .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone for all that you did to make my  
birthday so special. I love you all.   
                                         Mary Medvecky 
 

Please forgive me if your name is not here. I tried to include every-

one but if I missed you somehow, please excuse the error and know 
you are always in my heart. 

Ann Ludwig 

Barbara & Michael Macaluso 

Alexander and Holly Marchak 

Lubomir and Magdalena Matlak 

John and Tanya McAusland 

Michael and Kathleen McCormick 

Barbara and Fred Muhlenberg 

Helen Nekolek 

John and Olga Petrick 

Mary Rebovich 

John and Olga Rosina 

Justina Salon 

Mikulas and Maria Salon 

John and Helen Salony 

Stephanie Salony 

Ondrej and Natalka Sikorjak 

Paul and Patricia Sikoryak 

Robert and Merka Stack 

Matthew & Nicole Stack 

Robert Stack 

Anna Strenk 

Marian Strenk 

Richard Stack & Deborah Trifletti 

Nicholas and Justine Timko 

Paul and Helenka Tymus 

Lauren Tymus 

Peter and Olga Vanatko 

William and Sherry Vislocky 

Richie and Annie Vislocky 

Mary Zizik 

Robert and Debbie Zizik 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY  

THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY  

SATURDAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What's the Response?  
During the Paschal Season 
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!    Christos Voskres! - Voistinu Voskres! 

 

Christos Anesti! (Greek) - Alithos Anesti! 
 

Other Times throughout the year 

Glory be to Jesus Christ-Glory be Forever; Slava Isusu Christu - Slava Na Viki 
 

Christ is Among us -  He is and shall be; Christos Posredi Nas - Jest i Bude 
 

During the Nativity Season (Christmas to New Years) 

Christ is Born-Glorify Him - Christos Raždajetsja - Slavite Jeho 
 

For the Feast of Theophany 

Christ is Baptized-In the Jordan; Christos Kreščajetsja - Vo Jordani 

PASCHA SUNDAY 



Portrait of a Mother  

Strength and dignity are her clothing, 

and she laughs at the time to come. 
  

She opens her mouth with wisdom, 

and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
 

She looks well to the ways of her household 

and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
  

Her children rise up and call her blessed; 

her husband also, and he praises her: 
 

“Many women have done excellently, 

but you surpass them all.” 
  

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 

 but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
 

Give her of the fruit of her hands, 

and let her works praise her in the gates. 

                                           Proverbs 31:25-31 

MOTHERS IN THE BIBLE 

More glorious is the Theotokos, the first "mother" of the 

Orthodox Church. Her intercession is heard in countless hymns 

and prayers as we appeal to her maternal love for help and 

protection. To commemorate Mother’s Day, we will look at other 

mothers who played key roles in the Bible, through their actions 

or children. Some of the mothers here made terrible mistakes and 

were forgiven. Many show their true faith in God through 

patience and prayer and were rewarded for their devotion.  
 

Eve – Eve was the first woman and the first mother. She became 

the "Mother of All the Living"  despite allowing the Snake 

(Satan) to undermine her faith in God and causing her ultimate 

expulsion from the Garden of Eden. She also had to bear the 

sorrow of one son, Cain, killing the other, Abel. But it is her third 

son, Seth, who is an integral part of her story and one often not 

remembered. An ancestor of Seth was Noah, the Ark builder.  
 

Sarah, Wife of Abraham - Sarah (originally named Sarai) was 

one of several women in the Bible who were unable to have children. That proved doubly distressing for her 

because God had promised her husband Abraham that he would be the father of the Jewish nation, with 

descendants more numerous than the stars in the sky. Three heavenly beings, disguised as travelers, appeared to 

Abraham. God repeated his promise to Abraham that his wife would bear a son. Even though Sarah was very old, 

she did conceive and deliver a son. They named him Isaac.  
 

Rebekah – Wife of Isaac - Rebekah, like her mother-in-law Sarah, was barren. When her husband Isaac prayed 

for her, she conceived and gave birth to twin sons, Esau and Jacob. During an age when women were typically 

submissive, Rebekah was quite assertive. Rebekah clearly played favorites with Jacob and even tricked her 

husband, Isaac into giving the patriarchal blessing of the nation to Jacob over the rightful heir, Esau. To avoid 

Esau’s wrath, Rebekah sent Jacob away and she never saw him again. Jacob would father 12 sons who became 

the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel. From the tribe of Judah would come David, and finally Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

Jochebed – Mother of Moses - The Pharaoh in the opening of the book of Exodus was afraid of the multitudes of 

Jews. He feared they would start a rebellion or fight against him. He ordered all male Hebrew babies to be killed. 

When Jochebed gave birth to a son, she saw that he was a healthy baby. Instead of letting him be murdered, she 

took a basket and coated the bottom with tar, to make it waterproof. Then she put the baby in it and set it among 

the reeds on the bank of the Nile River. God so worked that her baby was found by Pharaoh's daughter. Jochebed 

even became her own son's nurse, raising him for many years. 
 

Hannah – Mother of Samuel - Hannah's story is one of the most touching. Like several other mothers in the 

Bible, she knew what it meant to suffer long years of barrenness. In Hannah's case she was cruelly taunted by her 

husband's other wife. But Hannah never gave up on God. Finally her heartfelt prayers were answered. She gave 

birth to a son, Samuel, then did something entirely selfless to honor her promise to God by allowing him to be 

raised by the priest Eli. God favored Hannah with five more children, bringing great blessing to her life. Samuel 

grew up to become the last of Israel's judges, its first prophet, and counselor to its first two kings, Saul and David. 
 

Bathsheba – Wife of King David - Bathsheba was married Uriah the Hittite, a soldier in King David’s army. 

King David had him sent to the front lines (and killed) so that he could marry Bathsheba. God was so displeased 

with David's actions that he struck dead the baby from that union. Their next son, Solomon, was loved by God 

and grew up to become Israel's greatest king. From David's line would come Christ, the Savior of the World.  

Elizabeth – Mother of John the Baptist - Barren in her old age, Elizabeth was another of the miracle mothers in 

the Bible. She conceived and gave birth to a son. She and her husband, Zechariah, named him John, as an angel 

had instructed. Like Hannah before her, she dedicated her son to God, and like Hannah's son, he also became a 

great prophet, John the Baptist. Elizabeth's joy was complete when her relative Mary visited her, pregnant with 

the future Savior of the World, and she too was touched by the Holy Spirit. 



MOTHER’S DICTIONARY 
 

FAMILY PLANNING The art of spacing your children 
the proper distance apart to keep you on the edge 
of financial disaster. 
 

FEEDBACK The inevitable result when the baby 
doesn't appreciate the strained peas. 
 

FULL NAME The clue for your kids that they are in 
big trouble when you call for them 
 

HAMPER An empty wicker container with a lid, 
usually surrounded by dirty clothing. 
 

HANDI-WIPES Pants, shirt-sleeves, drapes, etc 
 

HEARSAY The ability of children to say out loud to 
others what you didn’t want them to hear in the 
first place 
 

LAWS OF ATTRACTION A small body of water that 
draws other small bodies wearing nice clothes or 
dry shoes into it 
 

LOOK OUT! What it's too late for your child to do 
by the time you scream it. 
 

STERILIZE What you do to your first baby's pacifier 
by boiling it and to your last baby's pacifier by 
blowing on it. 
 

SUNDAY BEST Attractive, expensive children’s 
clothing made of a fabric which attracts melted 
chocolate and mud. See also Laws of Attraction 
 

TEMPER TANTRUMS What you should keep to a 
minimum so as to not upset the kids. 
 

TOP BUNK Where you should never put a child 
wearing Superman pajamas 
 

TWO-MINUTE WARNING When the baby's face 
turns red and she begins to make those familiar 
grunting noises. 
 

VERBAL Able to whine in words 
 

“WHEN YOUR FATHER GETS HOME” Standard 
measurement of time between crime and 
punishment. 
 

WHODUNIT None of the kids that live in your 
house. 
 

WHOOPS An exclamation that’s never good when 
you hear the toilet flush 
 

MOTHERS’ DAY FUN FOR ALL AGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is as grandmothers that our mothers  
come into the fullness of their grace.  
                                      Christopher Morley 

16 

6 

3 

19 

5 

Knock, knock! 
Who's there? 
Olive. 
Olive  who? 
 

Olive you, Mom! 
 
Knock, knock! 
Who's there? 
Irish. 
Irish  who? 
 

Irish you a Happy 
Mother’s Day! 
 
Child: Why is a 
computer so smart? 
Mom: It listens to its 
motherboard. 
 



You Know You're a Mother When ...  

You count the sprinkles on each cupcake so they are equal. 

You update your grocery list with a crayon. 

You hope ketchup is a vegetable 

You hide in the bathroom to be alone 

You hear your mother's voice coming out of your mouth  

You stop criticizing the way your mother raised you. 

You hire a sitter because you haven't been out with your 
husband in ages, then spend half the night checking on the kids.  

You consider finger paint a controlled substance 

You say at least once a day 
"I'm not cut out for this job," 
but you know you wouldn't 
trade it for anything. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Mom,  

you are right. 



 



Thanks for all  

you do for me. 



 



I should always  

listen to you. 



 



I hope one day I am as  

good a parent as you.  



 

How to make your Mom 

happy on Mother’s Day:  

Tell her something she 

hopes to hear from you like 

these five suggestions… 



I love you very, 

very much 



 

 
Echoes in my Soul 

 

It’s only been a few minutes, yet it feels like an eternity. 
I miss her already and shout to God – why could she not stay here with me? 

 

It’s only been a few hours and I lament the chapters she had to leave unwritten. 
Words not said nor feelings shared will stay forever hidden. 

 

It’s only been a few days and I weep, the countless tears that I have shed. 
I long to hear her voice and hold my hand, as she always had. 

 

It’s only been a few weeks and my heart aches through my heaving chest. 
Yet I faintly hear her comfort me … “Don't be so sad, my life was truly blessed”. 

 

It’s only been a few months and to heaven, I say a quiet prayer. 
Calling the angels to surround her in love and keep her in their care. 

 

It’s only been a few years and sweet memories of her bring forth a knowing smile. 
She’s held my hand and heard my thoughts and was with me all the while. 

 

On Mother’s Day, I honor the woman whose love made my world whole 
For it was her Faith in God, her gift to me, that echoes in my soul. 

A loving tribute to all of women –  
Grandmothers, Moms, Godmothers, Aunts, Sisters, and Daughters  

who live on in our hearts on Mother’s Day 
 

A grandmother and a little girl 
whose face was sprinkled with 
bright red freckles spent the 
day at the zoo.  The girl was 
waiting in line to get her 
cheeks painted by a local artist. 
 

'You've got so many freckles, there's no place to paint!' 
a boy in the line shouted. 
 

Embarrassed, the little girl dropped her head. Her 
grandmother knelt down next to her. 'I love your  
freckles,' she said. 'Not me,' the little girl replied. 
 

'Well, when I was a little girl I always wanted freckles,' 
she said, tracing her finger across the child's cheek. 
'Freckles are beautiful!' The girl looked up. 'Really?' 
 

'Of course,' said the grandmother. 'Why, just name me 
one thing that's prettier than freckles.' 
 

The little girl peered into the old woman's smiling face.  
 

Wrinkles,' she answered softly. 
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May/June 2013 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday

dnesday 

Thursday 

Thursday 

  Friday    Saturday 

SSaturdaySatu

rday 
12 
St. Thomas Sunday 
 

Mothers’ Day 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
Parastas for Anna Knapova 

Coffee Hour: Koneval 

Family 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
Services start at 9:00 am 

Grave Blessing after 

Liturgy 

27 28 29 30 31 JUNE 1 
11:30 am 

Practice & 

First Holy 

Confession 

2 
First Holy Communion 

after First Holy Confession 

Coffee Hour in #2 Hall 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Graduation Party 

10 11 12 13 
Ascension 

of our Lord 

14 15 

16 
Fathers’ Day 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
Annual Flea 

Market  11-4 

23 
Pentecost 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Tentative Annual 

Picnic 

JULY 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
 

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924    

Large Parking Area 

 718-748-4860  

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to have the St. Nicholas Bulletin delivered to your email each week (normally by Friday), 

please send an email to: k.busel@att.net with the email address(es) you want to receive the bulletin.  

We are hoping to save a few trees, print a few less bulletins and get the word out more efficiently.  

You will need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

 

 


