
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly    O kto kto Nikolaja l’ub it 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit  

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 
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Sunday, April 27, 2014 

Apostle Thomas Sunday 

Epistle Reading: Acts 5:12-20 Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31  Tone: 1 Troparian & Kontakian: pp. 52-53 

 

 CHRIST IS RISEN!                                          CHRISTOS VOSKRES! 

 INDEED HE IS RISEN!                                    VOISTINU VOSKRES! 
 

If you are visiting today, we are delighted that you are here and we hope that you will find 

 a spiritual home among us. 
 

One of the most striking things about 

St Thomas icons is that Apostle 
Thomas is often shown as a youth. At 

the Last Supper, Christ told His 
Apostles that He was going to prepare 
a place for them to which they also 

might come and they knew both the 
place and the way. Thomas begged for 

a clearer answer because he did not 
understand. He received the beautiful 
assurance that Christ is the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life. In today’s Gospel 
reading, you will hear about the 

Apostle Thomas and why he is most 
famously known as “Doubting 
Thomas”. When Jesus first came to the 

Apostles after His Resurrection, Thomas was not 
there. Thomas refused to believe the accounts of 

the other disciples that Christ is Risen.  

Often maligned for this, in Orthodox 

teaching, it is recognized that through 
his initial doubts, Thomas came to 

confess Christ -  And Thomas 
answered and said unto him, “My Lord 
and my God”– his true confession of 

faith. The youthfulness of the Apostle 
Thomas is something to consider when 

thinking about his “doubts”.  Tradition 
says that at the dispersal of the 
Apostles after Pentecost, St. Thomas 

was sent to evangelize the Parthians, 
Medes, and Persians; it is thought that 

he ultimately reached India, carrying 
the Faith to the Malabar Coast, which 
still has a large native population 

known as the “St. Thomas Christians” with over 
3.5 million Oriental Orthodox Christians today.  

 
 

 

COMMUNION REQUEST: Please state your name as you approach the Chalice for communion. Since we 
understand "Communion" to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, the reception of 
the Holy Eucharist is RESERVED only to those who are baptized and chrismated members of the Orthodox 

Church and have prepared themselves by prayer, a recent confession, fasted from all food/ drink from midnight 
and arrived on time for Liturgy. Those who are not fully prepared to receive the Holy Gifts, or those who are non-

Orthodox, may approach the chalice to receive a blessing only. Please advise the priest or deacon of your intention. 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+thomas+orthodox+icon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UeetTFRrGDOx8M&tbnid=TFi8uvgCO80yLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://iconreader.wordpress.com/2010/08/17/how-to-recognize-the-holy-apostles-in-icons/&ei=glqKUeaoJurF0QGBuoHQCg&bvm=bv.46226182,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGFbu7S3WtLI1ZNVR4lCUAYGUnPhQ&ust=1368107587511843


HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Lorraine Bulko, Matthew Busel, Jarka Derevjanik and 

Marcela Stenko many happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Konstantine & Andrea Haralampopoulos and Michael 
& Anna Gajdos many happy and blessed years as they celebrate their 

Anniversaries. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Mary Fackovec, Steven 

Gaydos, Ann Gaydos, Justine Gidicsin, Marge Hildebrant, Deacon 
Joseph Hotrovich, Neil Ingenito Helen Karpiak, Mike Kormanik, 

Deacon Michael Kozar, Mary Lichvarik, Olga Petrick, Joyce Rusinak, 
Mary Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, Peter Tymus, Lorraine Vira and  
Victoria Vislocky. Please contact Kim Busel to add and/or remove 

names: k.busel@att.net 
 

SERVICES 

April 27 – There will be two services today. The first is a Panachida in 
memory of John Salony on his 25th anniversary of repose given by his 
nieces - Stephanie, Merka, and Helenka. The second is a Parastas for 

Jan and Alzbeta Kormanik offered by son Jan and family on the 10th 
anniversary of their repose.  

May 4 – There will be a 40-Day Parastas for Seman (Sam) Kovalcik 
after Liturgy. A komašna will follow. 

 

MAY 4TH TRAFFIC ALERT!   
The first Sunday in May is the Five Boro Bike Tour. Road 

closures effectively block some ways into Manhattan but 
you can still navigate around the Bike Tour if you start 
planning your route into the City early! Follow this link: 

www.nycbikemaps.com/spokes/five-boro-bike-tour-2014 
It will provide the exact route and a link Getting Around the 5 Boro 

Bike Tour with road closures.  
 

CAMP NAZARETH RAFFLE TICKETS 

Camp Nazareth Family Day Raffle Tickets ARE ALL SOLD OUT! 
Thanks to everyone who bought tickets this year – 40 altogether!  

The date of the raffle is June 1st. Two St. Nicholas parishioners won 
last year. Good luck! 
 

PILGRIMAGE/OTPUST TO TAYLOR, PA 

We are discussing organizing a second trip because of the interest by those who went to see the icon and those 
who were not able to attend the first pilgrimage. Several dates/days are being discussed including taking a trip on 

a Wednesday evening to attend the weekly Moleben to the Mother of God – Kardiotissa. It is said to be a deeply 
spiritual and beautiful service. If you are interested in going on the second pilgrimage, there is a sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board in the Main Hall.  
 

2ND ANNUAL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

For the 2nd year, Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund will be presenting a $1,000 Scholarship Award to a student 
selected (in the event of a tie, the award will be split). Applications are available outside the church office. The due 
date for application receipt is May 20th. The Scholarship Selection Committee will announce the recipient of the 

scholarship by June 16th. Selection will be based on the application content only. The selection committee is not 
affiliated with St. Nicholas Church (and does not include Diane, Gary or Michele).  

 
 

Dear Fr. Proto-Deacon Gregory, 

Mr. Timko and Parishioners of 
St. Nicholas Church, Family & 
Friends: 
  
Christos Voskres!   
Voistinu Voskres! 
  
Thank you all for your Prayers, 
generous donations and 

purchasing my Chocolate bars. 
Your generosity and support 

allowed me to spend a week in 
Exmore, VA during Spring 
Break with Habitat for Humanity 

to help build a new home for a 
family in need. 
  
May God bless all of you. 
  
Love in Christ,  
Olga Ioukliaevskikh 



April 14, 2014– Daily Record – Full article 

at www.dailyrecord.com, search “Orthodox 

Christian Church” 

Orthodox Christian church in 

Rockaway welcomes new pastor 

ROCKAWAY — There’s a new 
Orthodox priest in town. The 26-year-old 
Rev. William George will head up SS. 
Peter and Paul Orthodox Christian 
Church, where he was ordained March 
23. The parish is hardly new to him, 
though. He grew up there.  Indeed his 
great-grandparents, George Yurko and 
Mary Kopinetz Yurko, helped found the 
church in 1928. They were Slavic 
immigrants from the towns of Velykyj 
Rakovec and Felsosarad, respectively, in 
the Carpathian Mountains, a range that 

cuts across eastern and central Europe. 

“When the founders came to America, 
they couldn’t tell you what country they 
came from because so many different 
empires had controlled their towns,” 
George said. “They called themselves 
Hungarians, Ukrainians, Slovakians, 
Czechs. But they were Carpatho-
Russians at heart. They lived in the 
mountains, separated from the major 
cities.” They didn’t speak Ukrainian or 
Russian, he added. They spoke Ponasimu 
(“our language”)… 

…The congregation, some of them 
relatives, envelope the Rev. George. 
His father, Michael George of 
Hanover Township, recalled that his 
son was an altar boy from age 8 right 
through college. “I’m very pleased 
my grandparents kept the tradition 
going, as they did in the old country,” 
he said, “and I’m very happy for 
Bill.” To the old-timers, there’s 
something perfect in the very 
presence of their new leader. They 
feel it but can’t yet articulate their 
satisfaction. It’s all so new. One 
morning last week, after a Great Lent 
liturgy, Anthony George, the priest’s 
great uncle, gathered with other 
congregants in the meeting room of 
the church for oatmeal and fruit. He 
shared a family genealogy at the table 
and listened to his grandnephew talk. 
All he could do was put a hand on the 
young priest’s shoulder, and say, 
“Baba (Grandmother) would be so 
proud of you.” 

 

HOLY WEEK AND PASCHAL REFLECTION –  By Kim Busel 
 

It is Bright Tuesday and I am still a little tired, but my heart is joyful. 
Every year, I leave Holy Week changed in some small way. It may be a 
verse, heard before, but understood for the first time. What I took away 

this year is very different. During Holy Thursday services, I was struck 
by the beauty of our St. Nicholas Church community and a cooperative 

spirit that unites us. For the first time in years, we not only had enough 
men to hold the twelve Gospel candles, we had three holding center 
candles, and people to ring the bells and even more people in the pews. 

We went through the twelve Gospels as we journey through Lent, all  
together. It is as a community that we experience the power and intensity 

of Holy Week.  It is, as this same community, that we finally arrive 
together at the Bright and Glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Pascha.  

I was not raised in the Orthodox faith. When I met John, my husband, as 

hard as it is now to imagine, I really didn’t even know anything about 
Orthodoxy. I had to research the religion (before the internet) and while 

at the library, I came across a beautiful “travelogue” written by Hans 
Christian Andersen in 1840. While known primarily as a fairy tale 
writer, he also wrote about his travels, this time to Greece. He had 

witnessed Pascha through eyes, like my own 30 years ago – completely 
unfamiliar with Orthodoxy, but in awe. I realized then that I longed for 

the spirituality and faith as written Mr. Andersen.  I wanted to 
experience “Christ is Risen” each year with the same jubilance as he 
detailed. I hope you enjoy this recounting as much as I do. 

The Easter of the Catholics in Italy, and particularly in Rome, is grand, 
fascinating; it is an elevating sight to see that immense mass of beings 

fall on their knees in St. Peter’s Place, and receive a benediction. The 
Easter festival in Greece cannot show such magnificence, its resources 

are too small; but after having seen both, one comes to the conviction 
that in Rome it is a feast which in its glory and splendor issues out from 

the Church to the people; but in Greece it is a feast which streams 

from the heart and thoughts of the people, from their very life; the 
Church is but a link in the chain… The clock struck twelve, and at the 

same moment the Bishop stepped forth, and said: "Christ is Risen!"  

"Christ is Risen!" burst from every tongue. Kettle-drums and trumpets 

sent forth their strains; the music played the liveliest dances! The whole 
people fell on each other’s necks, kissed, and joyously cried, "Christ is 

Risen!" Shot after shot was heard outside; rockets darted into the air, 
torches were lighted, men and young lads, each with a candle in his 

hand, danced in a long row through the city. The women kindled fires, 
slaughtered lambs, and roasted them in the streets. Little children, who 
had all got new fez and new red shoes, danced in their shirts around the 
fires, kissed each other, and exclaimed like their parents, “Christ is 

Risen!” O, I could have pressed each of these children to my heart and 
exulted with them. "Christ is Risen!” It was touching, elevating, and 
beautiful.  …There was something more; there was a true, a sincere 

religious jubilee. Christ was in their thoughts, as on their lips. "Christ is 
Risen!” was the mutual assurance, made as though it were no by-gone 

event; no, it was as if it had taken place on that night, and in this land. It 
was as if the assurance had reached their ears at that moment, and for 

the first time. CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



ONLY A FEW TICKETS LEFT!! 

YOUR HELP CAN GO A LONG WAY 
 

Sponsor an Orphan 

St. Michaels Orthodox Church, Binghamton NY has a 

program to “Sponsor an Orphan” for $10 at orphanages 
in Slovakia and the Ukraine as part of their 

International Children’s Classic Mission Outreach 
Program. You can also sponsor an orphan for $10. 
Make the check payable to St. Michaels and mail to:  

Dr. Nick Seketa, 1104 Tamara Lane, Johnson City, NY  
13790. Forms are on the bulletin board in the Main 

Hall. 
 
EVENTS OF INTEREST 

May 18th – Golf Tournament 

St. Michaels Orthodox Church, Binghamton, NY will be 

holding its 4th Annual International Children’s Classic 
Golf Tournament to benefit two orphanages and a 
children’s hospital wing in Slovakia & the Ukraine. The 

cost is $400 per team. For more info, contact Dr. Nick 
Seketa at NFSeketa@gmail.com. Registration is by April 

28th. Information is posted on the bulletin board in the 
Main Hall. 
 

May 23-26 – Metropolitan Orestes 

Memorial Bowling Tournament  

Remember all of the fun we had 

bowling?? St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
in Elizabeth NJ and ACRY Chapter #34 will be the host 

for the Bowling Tournament. If you are potentially 
interested in bowling, there is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the Main Hall. Registration is by April 

30th so we can figure out if there is enough interest. 
 

May 30-June 1st  CAMP NAZARETH FAMILY CAMP 

–  His Grace, Bishop Gregory of Nyssa extends a cordial 
invitation to all Diocesan Parents and Children to join him 

for a new event at Camp Nazareth in conjunction with 
Family Day.  Families "camp" together and participating in 
a weekend of services, games, discussions, activities and 

challenges that are all designed to help families deepen their 
relationship with God and one another. For more info, visit 

www.campnazareth.org/familycamp2014.htm 
 

June 7th - LADIES LUNCHEON/CHINESE AUCTION TO BENEFIT BEAUTIFULLY RECKLESS 

Beautifully Reckless, the Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund, is hosting a Ladies Luncheon  
and Chinese Auction.  

Date:  Saturday, June 7th, 2014    Time:  12:00pm to 3:00pm 
Place:  Elks Lodge, 57 Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook, NY  11563 
Cost:  $35.00 per person includes luncheon, door prize ticket and 10 free auction tickets. 

Tickets must be purchased in advance and will be on sale until May 17th or until sold out.  
Sorry but no tickets will be sold at the door. Please send your check payable to Beautifully Reckless by May 17th 

to:  Beautifully Reckless PO Box 1643, Valley Stream, NY 11582 

Cash Bar; Additional Auction tickets will be sold throughout  
the event - $20 for a sheet of 25 tickets      

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It has been over two hundred years since the 

Orthodox Christian Faith was proclaimed on the 
shores of Alaska, and for this reason, it is often 

considered America’s Holy Land.  Orthodoxy has 

become central to many of the native Alaskan 
cultures.  But the Church faces many challenges as she 

continues to maintain an Orthodox witness and 

proclaim Christ while equipping a new generation of 

future believers and leaders to know and live their 
faith. 

To help the Church in Alaska continue to enhance its 

youth ministries, the Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center (OCMC) is sponsoring a team of missionaries 

who will offer a youth and family camp that 

encourages the community by providing a deeper 
understanding of the faith.  The team will work side 

by side with elders and adults in the community of 

Ouzinkie on Kodiak Island, Alaska and empower the 
youth to live as Orthodox Christians in these socially 

challenging times.   

… Isabel and I have been accepted to participate on 

the OCMC team to Alaska in July, 2014. We would 
like to invite you to be a part of this mission to 

strengthen the Orthodox faith in Alaska.  Please 

consider supporting the work of the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center in Alaska through a financial 

contribution.  You can do so online at this link to the 

OCMC website  http://bit.ly/1fuvGGn    
Donations can also be made by check made out to 

OCMC with “Timko” in the memo and mailed to:   

OCMC, 220 Mason Manatee Way, St. Augustine, FL  

32086. 

While financial support is important, it comes in a 

distant second to prayers.  I ask that you not only 

pray for Isabel and I as we prepare and travel to 
serve in Alaska, but also for the Church in Alaska.   

Yours in Christ,  Tamara Timko 

For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “I have 
made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the ends of the earth.”    Acts 13:47 
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For more information, visit www.beautifullyreckless.org.  

APRIL - JUNE 2014 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

27 
Holy Baptism 
Luke Michael Stack 
 

Team BQE 

28 
 

29 30 MAY1 2 3 

4 
Sammy Kovalcik  
40-Day Parastas and 

Komašna 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
 
Mothers’ Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 
 
Team Black & White 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 
Team Kitchen Cousins 

26 27 28 29 
Ascension of 
our Lord 

30 31 

JUNE 1 
 

Team 8 Days a Week 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
Pentecost 

First Holy Confession/ 
Communion 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
 
 

Fathers’ Day 

16 
Apostles 

Fast 
Begins 

17 18 19 20 21 
 

 

22 

 
Team 2 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
Last Coffee Hour 

Team BQE 

30      

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. –  

Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924    

Large Parking Area  718-748-4860 


