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O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 
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Sunday, March 30, 2014 

St. John Climacus; St. John of the Ladder 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 6:13-20 Gospel Reading: Mark 9:17-31  Tone: 7   Troparion & Kontakion: pg 47 
 

Welcome! If you are visiting today, we are delighted that you are here and we hope that you will find 

 a spiritual home among us.  
 

The path of fasting leads to the path of purity. Fasting… is the purity of prayer, the illumination of the soul, the 

guarding of the mind, the deliverance from hardness of heart, the door to contrition, the occasion for silence, 

 the health of the body, freedom from the passions, the remission of sins. St. John Climacus (579 – 649 AD) 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

commemorates the Venerable Father 

John Climacus of Sinai. 
Born in the sixth century, he became one 

of the most scholarly monks in 

Christendom. Written by Saint John 

Climacus in AD 600, initially for 

monastics, The Ladder of Divine Ascent 

is an ascetical treatise on avoiding vice 

and practicing virtue so that at the end, 

salvation may be obtained. It has become 

one of the most influential and important 

works used by the Church as far as 

guiding the faithful to a God-centered life, 

second only to Holy Scripture. In 30 

chapters, St. John covers all of the vices 

that we might face and gives practical 

advice on how we might fight them. He uses the image of the ladder to illustrate that we must struggle along the 

path of life to keep on track. Each rung brings us closer to the top of the ladder and thus closer to God. In the 

icon associated with today, we see many various people climbing the ladder but all along the journey they are 

harassed by the demons of life that distract them and cause them to lose their footing. However, if we keep our 

focus on the top of the ladder and not take our eyes off Christ, it will be difficult for us to stumble. 
 

COMMUNION REQUEST: Please state your name as you approach the Chalice for communion. Since we 

understand "Communion" to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, the reception of 

the Holy Eucharist is RESERVED only to those who are baptized and chrismated members of the Orthodox 

Church and have prepared themselves by prayer, a recent confession, fasted from all food/ drink from midnight 

and arrived on time for Liturgy. Those who are not fully prepared to receive the Holy Gifts, or those who are non-

Orthodox, may approach the chalice to receive a blessing only. Please advise the priest or deacon of your intention. 
 

http://lifeondoverbeach.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=7763


SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

There will be a Memorial Service Panachida on Sunday, April 6, on the 

50th anniversary of the repose of +Anna Vislocky, offered by her children 

Ann Ludwig, Helen Salony, Bill Vislocky, and Richard Vislocky. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Anna Derevjanik, Maros Derevjanik, George Glosik many 

happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY WISHES: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

We want to extend belated birthday wishes to two special people who were 

missed in last week’s bulletin: Mara Kante and Olga Ioukliaevskikh.  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Justine Gidicsin, Mike 

Kormanik, Mary Fackovec, Peter Tymus, Helen Karpiak, Deacon Michael 

Kozar, Lorraine Vira, Mary Strenk, Steven Gaydos, Ann Gaydos, Mary 

Lichvarik, Seman Kovalcik, Olga Petrick, Deacon Joseph Hotrovich, 

Joyce Rusinak, Victoria Vislocky, Marge Hildebrant and Neil Ingenito. 

Please contact Kim Busel to add and/or remove names: k.busel@att.net. 
 

With only two weeks left till Holy Week, some thoughts on the 

importance of observing Lent:   

St. Seraphim of Sarov said "He who does not observe Lent is not a 

Christian, regardless of who he considers himself to be who what he calls 

himself...". As Orthodox, the Great Fast (as well as the three other yearly 

fasting periods) is an obedience of the Church, whose teaching should be 

sacred to us and not something to be neglected or trampled. Lent is not 

only the restriction of physical food, but throughout the 40 days, the 

Church sings "fasting physically, let us also fast spiritually. Let us give the 

hungry bread and lead the homeless into our house. A true fast is the 

alienation of evil, the curbing of the tongue, the putting aside of anger". 

Lent is a time for self-denial and self-education in all respects. Saint 

Theophan the Recluse offers this advice: "Lent seems to be gloomy until 

you enter its sphere of action, but only begin and you will see that it is 

light after night, freedom after imprisonment, alleviation after a burdened 

life...". 
 

Regarding the reading of the names of our departed loved ones on the Soul Saturdays during Lent: 

"We can do nothing better or greater for the dead than to pray for them, offering commemoration for them at the 

Liturgy. Of this they are always in need...the body feels nothing then, but the soul senses the prayers offered for it 

and it grateful to those who make them and is spiritually close to them."              - St. Mark of Ephesus 
 

CAMP NAZARETH RAFFLE TICKETS 

Camp Nazareth Family Day Raffle Tickets have arrived! This is still the only diocesan-wide fundraiser for Camp 

Nazareth and a significant source of income for the Camp Program. The raffle takes place at the camp on Family 

Day, Sunday June 1st. Please consider purchasing a $20 ticket. If you’re interested see Debbie Derevjanik or  

email info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org for more information. 
 

PUSSY WILLOW ALERT 

We need pussy willows for Palm Sunday. If you have them in your yard, upon bloom, bring them to the church. 

Please let Helenka or Kim know if you think you will be bringing them in so we can make sure we have enough. 

Our plan is to order one large bunch from a Brooklyn distributor but need many more. Thank you! 
 

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR PASKA & KOLAČ 

An order form is on the back page of the bulletin and located outside of the office.  Please see Magda if you have 

any questions. You must place your order by Sunday, April 6
th

. If you do not place an order ahead of time, 

there will be a very limited amount available to purchase.  

 

Alex Ioukliaevskikh  

took 2nd place and was awarded a  

SILVER MEDAL 

Boys 10 & under 200 Yard Freestyle  

Time 2:43.04 

at the 2014 Metro Swim League 

Championship on 3/8/14,  Lehman  

College, Bronx.  Altar boy, Alex, is a 

member of The Boys Club of New 

York Harriman Hawks Swim Team 

and received his medal this past 

Friday at the club house. 

 



PILGRIMAGE/OTPUST TO TAYLOR, PA – JUST FIVE MORE SPOTS AVAILABLE ON THE BUS 

On Saturday, April 5, St. Nicholas Church parishioners will be going on a spiritual pilgrimage to visit the 

miraculous icon of the Blessed Mother, known as the Mother of God - Kardiotissa or The Tender Heart at St. 

George's Orthodox Church in Taylor, PA. Approximately 50 people, so far, will be making the pilgrimage. We 

have upgraded the van to a 30-passenger mini-bus and have room for FIVE more passengers! Please see Stephanie 

Salony after Liturgy if you are interested in joining us, or contact her on 908-284-0561. 
 

Very Rev. Mark Leasure is the pastor at St.George's and has welcomed our group with enthusiasm. 

IMPORTANT: A Moleben to the Mother of God services will start promptly at 11:30AM.  

Father Mark has graciously allowed us to use the church banquet facilities so we can break bread together before 

our return trip to New York. Please bring your own lunch and drink.  

GENERAL TRIP DETAILS  
 

BY BUS: All passengers should arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the scheduled pick up time. 1 person from 

each pick up location will be in charge of calling someone at the next stop  

Pick-Up 
Time  

 
Pick-Up Location 

# of 
People 

 
Passengers’ Name 

7:15 AM 114 Pelton Ave, Staten Island 4 Dorothy Rusinak, Doris Bradley, Jan Kindja, Olga Gubinski 

 
7:45 AM 

SUNY Downstate Hospital, 
92nd Street/7th Avenue, 
Brooklyn 

 
17 

Magda & Lubos Matlak, Anna & Vasil Kormanik, Anna 
Grabova Simonova, Anna Gajdosova, Jaszka, Maria & Mikolaj 
Salon, Maria, Peter, & Anna Ceselka; Maria Koneval, Charlie 
& Helen Gaydos, John Gidicsin, Mike Kelcho 

8:15 AM Manhattan 4 Victoria & Mara Kante, Olga Vanatko, Anna Derevjanik 
 

BY CAR: The address of St. George Orthodox Church is: 743 S. Keyser Avenue, Taylor, PA 18517 
 

 

FLOWER DONATIONS AND OTHER ITEMS NEEDED FOR PASCHA 

As we approach Holy Week and the Resurrection of our Lord on Holy Pascha, we are once again asking for your 

heartfelt donations towards the efforts of decorating the Grave, including all of the flowers, and needs for our 

church during various services. We will be starting to collect for flowers this week. Our cost this year is nearly 

double over previous years because of sharing the same holiday as Western Easter as well as our primary 

distributor is no longer in business. Please give generously. Also, please see Magda in the office to donate one of 

the items remaining for use during Pascha and Holy Week. For those who have already donated items, your 

generosity is appreciated! The complete list will be printed in the Pascha bulletin. 

 

ITEM PRICE DONATED BY FOR 

2 Large Side Altar Candles (Christ in Garden) $30   

2 Large Side Altar Candles (Baptism of Christ) $30   

2 Red Vigil Light side Altar  

(Christ in Garden) 
$30   

2 Red Vigil Light side Altar  

(Baptism of Christ) 
$30   

Festive Oil $25   

4 Red Vigil Lights 

Top of Round Votive Stands 
$25   

Charcoal $25   

Altar Boy Candles $25   

 



 

KIDS OF ALL AGES! 
Want to have some fun?  

 
Join us on Lazarus 

Saturday, April 12th after 
Liturgy to dye Easter Eggs 
and tie up pussy willows 

for Palm Sunday. 
 The Altar Society will 

sponsor a lunch for 
everyone. 

  

 

 

ST NICHOLAS LENTEN MEMORIAL WALL: During the Lenten season, we would like to again remember 

our St. Nicholas family and friends who have departed with a Memorial picture wall. If you have a photo that you 

would like for us to include, please give to Debbie Derevjanik any Sunday. 
 

 

CHORE DAY #2 – April 12th   

SENDING A MESSAGE TO EVERYONE!!  We are looking for volunteers! Saturday, 

April 12
th

 (Lazarus Saturday)  Lazarus Divine Liturgy will start at 10:00 am. After service, 

we need plenty of hands to help do some spring cleaning in preparation for Holy Week.  These 

are tasks that require ladders and some high reaching places, like chandeliers and the tile walls.  If 

you are able to come down that day, please see  Dawn Krzyzanowski.  

 

DIOCESE NEWS 

Remember all of the fun we had bowling?? St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Elizabeth NJ 

and ACRY Chapter #34 will be the host for the 2014 66th Metropolitan Orestes Memorial 

Bowling Tournament, May 23-26
th

. If you are potentially interested in bowling, there will be 

a sign-up sheet on the bulletin shortly. Registration is by April 30
th

 so we have some time to 

figure out if there is enough interest and the details. The tournament is open to all members 

of the Diocese and their friends; membership in the ACRY is not required.  
  

2
nd

 ANNUAL FAMILY CAMP:  His Grace, Bishop Gregory has issued a cordial invitation to all Diocesan 

Youth and their families to join him at Camp Nazareth for the second annual Family Camp which will take place 

during Camp Nazareth's upcoming Family Day Weekend. The event is exactly what it sounds like. Families 

“camping” together in the Camp cabins and participating in a weekend of services, games, discussions, activities 

and challenges that are all designed to help families deepen their relationship with God and with one another. 

Family Camp is scheduled for Friday, May 30 – Sunday, June 1, 2014. If you are interested, more information 

may be found on the Diocese website: www.acrod.org.   

  

WHAT’S AHEAD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Flea 

Market 

Saturday, June 22
nd

   

11:00 – 4:00 

We are in need of the  

following items:  

Housewares, home decorations, 

jewelry, handbags, books,  

toys and anything you no longer 

can use, but maybe someone 

else can.   

PLEASE, NO CLOTHING!  

NO COMPUTERS! 
 

We will be storing the items 

in the Choir Room 
 

Can you spare some time 

to help sell all of our 

“treasures”?  

Please Save the Date 



LENTEN MISSION SERVICE OVERVIEW AND COMMUNION BREAKFAST RECAP 

 

 

Last week, St. Nicholas Church hosted  

the New York Diocese Lenten Mission 

Service. Fathers Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh 

and John Fencik celebrated the special 

service on Veneration of the Cross  

Sunday. We so appreciate both Father 

Alexandre and Father Fencik for their  

time Sunday afternoon and their spiritual 

guidance to all in attendance. 
 

During his sermon, Father Fencik made 

mention of “Coffee with Sister Vassa,” 

10 minute podcasts about the saints 

commemorated by the Orthodox Church. 

Sister Vassa’s videos are relaxed, easy to 

follow, and quite funny at times. Take  

10 minutes to watch an episode. You  

won't be disappointed. Follow this link: 

www.ancientfaith.com/video/sistervassa 
By the way, Sister Vassa grew up in 

Rockland County, NY.  

Thank you also to the Altar Society for 

hosting the Lenten Communion and 

luncheon. Thank you to everyone who 

came early to set-up, worked to prepare 

and serve the meal, and stayed after the 

Lenten Mission Service to clean-up lunch. 

It was greatly appreciated. Special 

gratitude is also extended to everyone  

who brought food and to the ladies who 

prepared dishes for both the Lenten 

Communion breakfast and lunch. 
 



MARCH/APRIL 2014 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

30 
 

St. John of the 

Ladder (Climacus) 
 

Board Meeting 
 

Team Koneval 

31 APR 

1 

2 3 4 5 

 
 

Pilgrimage to 

Taylor, PA 

6 
 

St. Mary of Egypt 
 

Team Black & White 

7 
 

Annunciation  

of the 

Theotokos 

8 9 10 11 
 

Lenten Service 

& Confession 

7:30pm 

12 
Lazarus 

Saturday 

Service 

10:00am 

13 
Palm Sunday 
 

The A Team 

14 15 16 
Holy 

Unction 

17 
Holy 

Thursday  

18 
Holy & Great 

Friday 

 

19 
Resurrection 

Matins  

 

 
20 
The Resurrection of 

our Lord – 

PASCHA 

Divine Liturgy  
 

 

21 

 

 
Bright  

Monday 

22 

 
 

Bright 

Tuesday 

23 24 25 26 

27 
Holy Baptism 

Luke Michael Stack 
 

Team BQE 

28 

 

29 30 MAY1 2 3 

 

 

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. –  

Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924    

Large Parking Area  718-748-4860 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KOLAČ/PASKA ORDER FORM 
Order form can be dropped off at the church office; or e-mailed to : 

mmatlak@kbcc.cuny.edu 
call in your order to Magda Matlak on: 718 373-2279 

Please make checks payable to: St. Nicholas Church 
Orders must be place by: April 6, 2014 

Orders will be available for pick-up Sunday, April 13 
 
 

Name: __________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________________ 

 

Item Price Amount Total 

Kolač – Poppyseed (Whole) $10.00   

Kolač – Walnut (Whole) $15.00   

Kolač – Lekvar (Whole) $10.00   

Paska-  (S) $  7.00   

Paska-  (L) $10.00   

    

  GRAND TOTAL  

 

For office use only: 

Paid:  Yes_____;  No______  Form of Payment: Cash:_____; Check: _____;  CC: _____ 

 

 

 

mailto:mmatlak@kbcc.cuny.edu

