
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 

 

 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

 

Divine Liturgy: 10am  
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685    

For Dial-in Service: ten minutes prior to Liturgy call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685# 
  

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org  www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street 
 

Sunday, September 21, 2014 

Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Mother Theotokos 
  

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11   Gospel: Luke 10:38-42,11:27-28    Tone: 6   Troparian & Kontakian: pg 46  
    

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 

Last Sunday was the 

start of the Liturgical 

calendar. It seems fitting 

that the first feast of the 

Ecclesiastical new year 

is the Nativity of the 

Theotokos. While the 

Bible does not have an 

account of the 

Theotokos’ birth, a 

second century work 

known as the 

Protoevangelium of 

James does. It recounts 

the story of Joachim and Anna, faithful servants to God, 

who were childless. One day, when Joachim came to the 

temple to make an offering, he was turned away by the 

High Priest who chastised him for his lack of children. 

To hide his shame, Joachim retreated to the hill country 

to live among the shepherds. 
  

As Joachim and Anna were praying, an angel appeared 

to both of them and announced that Anna would have a 

child whose name would be known throughout the 

world. Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the 

Lord. Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna 

bore a daughter, Mary. Thus, Mary was of royal birth by 

her father and of priestly birth by her mother. In this, 

Mary foreshadowed Christ who would be born of her as 

King and High Priest. 
 

Your birth, O Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world, for from you dawned the sun of righteousness,  
Christ our God. Freeing us from the curse, He gave us His blessings. Abolishing death, He granted us eternal life. 

Excerpted sermon by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann 

…Precisely here, in this extraordinary revelation of 

man’s authentic nature and calling, is the source that 

gratitude and tenderness which cherishes Mary as our 

link to Christ and, in Him, to God. And nowhere is this 

reflected more clearly that in the Nativity of the Mother 

of God.  

Nothing about this event is mentioned anywhere in the 

Holy Scriptures. But why should there be? Is there 

anything remarkable, anything especially unique about 

the normal birth of a child, a birth like any other? The 

Church began to commemorate the event with a special 

feast…because, on the contrary, the very fact that it is 

routine discloses something fresh and radiant about 

everything we call routine and ordinary, it gives new 

depth to the unremarkable details of human life…And 

with each birth the world is itself in some sense created 

anew and given as a gift to this new human being to be 

his life, his path, his creation. 

This feast therefore is first a general celebration of 

Man’s birth, and we no longer remember the anguish, as 

the Gospel says, “for joy that a human being is born into 

the world” (Jn. 16:21). Secondly, we now know whose 

particular birth, whose coming we celebrate: Mary’s. We 

know the uniqueness, the beauty, the grace of precisely 

this child, her destiny, her meaning for us and for the 

whole world. And thirdly, we celebrate all who prepared 

the way for Mary, who contributed to her inheritance of 

grace and beauty…And therefore the Feast of her 

Nativity is also a celebration of human history, a 

celebration of faith in man, a celebration of man… 



Celebrating 96 years... 

Happy Birthday Anna Hurkala! 

COMMUNION REQUEST: Please state your name as you approach the Chalice for communion.  
 

SERVICES THIS WEEK: There will be a 40-day Parastas today for Anna Derevjanikova (Firerka), mother of 

Michal, Jan and Mikulas Derevjanik. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat! Eternal Memory! There will be a komašna after Liturgy. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Sarah Jeane Campbell, Anna Hurkala, Jan Kindja, Slavomir 

Kormanik, Dawn Krzyzanowski, Lubos Matlak, Catherine Rael and Sophia 

Timko many happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY - Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Michael & Lorraine Bulko, John & Lucy Ceselka, Michael 

& Mary Chanat, and James & Dodi Gidicsin many happy and blessed years! 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR: Mary Fackovec, Steven Gaydos, 

Ann Gaydos, Marge Hildebrant, Deacon Joseph Hotrovich, Neil Ingenito, 

Helen Karpiak, Deacon Michael Kozar, Mary Lichvarik, Magda Matlak, 

Sean Merriam, Olga Petrick, Joyce Rusinak, Toni Sikoryak, Mary Strenk, 

Peter Tymus, Lorraine Vira, and Mary Zizik. Please contact Kim Busel to 

add and/or remove names: k.busel@att.net 
 

PILGRIMAGE/OTPUST TO TAYLOR, PA On September 13th, approximately 75 pilgrims went on a spiritual 

journey to visit the miraculous icon of the Blessed Mother - Kardiotissa or The Tender Heart at St. George's 

Orthodox Church. For many, it was the second visit this year. As Father Mark spoke of how the icon of the Mother 

of God has touched visitors with her protective grace, some prayed silently while others openly wept.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A pilgrimage is a journey with a hallowed purpose.  

Every step along the way has meaning.  

A pilgrimage is a transformational journey  

during which significant change takes place.  

New insights are given.  

Deeper understanding is attained.  

New and old places in the heart are visited.  

Blessings are received and healing takes place.  
 

On return from the pilgrimage,  

life is seen with different eyes.  
 

Nothing will ever be quite the same again.  
 

 



Festival slovenského dedičstva v New Jersey - 37th Annual Slovak Heritage Festival in Holmdel, NJ 

September 28, 2014 (Sunday) starts at 9:00am 

PNC Bank Arts Center  - Exit 116 off the Garden State Parkway, Holmdel, New Jersey 

All day entertainment. Slovak food and Craft vendors. Activities for children. 
 

COOKIE WALK MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED – October 19
th

 after Liturgy 

We need your input. So as not to miss out on all of the important feedback of the many who will be attending the 

Slovak Festival next weekend, we are changing the date of the meeting to October 19
th

.  If you were a part of the 

Cookie Walk last year, please mark your calendar. More details to follow next week. 
 

FALL FOOD DRIVE 

Did you know that St. Nicholas Church collects and 

delivers food all year round? We are planning to make a 

delivery at the end of September. Could you check your 

pantry or make a few extra purchases this week at the store 

to bring in next week. There are even some non-

perishable coupons on the table in #2 Hall today to lower 

your cost. We could use the following items for our food 

insecure neighbors:  
 

• Canned fruit, vegetables and soup  

• Canned tuna, ham, chicken, turkey or beef 

• Peanut butter and jelly 

• Cereal, Rice 

• Beans – dried or canned 

• Pasta and pasta sauces (sauce in cans – not glass)  

• Macaroni and cheese and other boxed meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHUCKLE FOR THE DAY 

My son, Mitchell, who is in kindergarten, practices spelling with magnetic letters on the refrigerator: cat, dog, 

dad, and mom have been proudly displayed for all to see. One morning while getting ready for the day, Mitchell 

bounded into the room with his arms outstretched. In his hands were three magnetic letters: "G"-"O"-"D." 

"Look what I spelled, Mom!" Mitch exclaimed, a proud smile on his face. "That's wonderful!" I praised him. 

"Now go put them on the fridge so Dad can see when he gets home tonight." Sunday School is certainly having 

an impact, I thought, happily. Just then, a little voice called from the kitchen."Mom - how do you spell 'zilla?'" 

Running the Marathon to benefit  

The Tracy Heidenfelder Memorial Fund - 

In May of 2012, I lost my best friend to cancer. 

There is just no easy way to phrase that, no 

euphemism, quite frankly nothing, to make that 

statement sound a little less heartbreaking. 

Tracy would be turning 27 this November 13th, 

and to celebrate her life, I will be running the 

New York City Marathon on November 2nd. I 

have two goals: (1) to cross the finish line after 

26.2 miles, whether running, walking, or 

crawling; and (2) to raise $4,000 for Tracy's 

memorial fund, Beautifully Reckless. Any 

donation amount will be so greatly appreciated. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart, 

Sharon 

To donate, visit Sharon’s website at: 

www.gofundme.com/racefortrace2014 

“RECOMMENDED BY YOU”  

Last week, I included two websites suggested to us from our friends on the ever-expanding eBulletin list. Rather 

than limiting this new section to just websites, I can include other recommendations as well. This week, there are 

two excellent recommendations – a YouTube video and a new Manhattan restaurant plus a Sister Vassa update. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktL0Wx7JsGA   If you have time, please take five minutes and listen to this 

amazing hymn. It may sound like a choir, but it's one man, Tyler Mancuso singing a capella in four parts. 

Love Café – William Balash recommended this new restaurant in Kips Bay, Manhattan (430 2nd Avenue, between 

24
th

 and 25
th

 Streets).Their menu is filled with Eastern European cuisine like stuffed cabbage and pirohy. 

http://lovecafeandbar.com/ 

Sister Vassa is coming to New York! She will be at St. Vladimir’s Seminary on Thursday, October 2
nd

 at 8:15pm. 

She will hold one of her “Coffee with Sister Vassa” conversations and will share information about the process of 

creating her YouTube videos. A time of fellowship and discussion will follow her brief presentation. For more 

information: click on Upcoming Events at the Seminary website, http://www.svots.edu/ 

 

 

http://lovecafeandbar.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST AT ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH & THE DIOCESE 
 

Sunday, OCTOBER 26
th

, Distinguished Diocesan Donors (DDD) of New York and New Jersey – Please join 

Bishop Gregory of Nyssa and the Clergy and Faithful of NY and NJ at the Pantagis Renaissance (250 Park Ave., 

Scotch Plains, NJ) for a DDD fellowship hour and dinner reception starting at 4pm. If you have not made your 

DDD donation yet, please make your donation payable to ACROD-DDD in your Church Office today.  
 

NOVEMBER 7-9 – St. Nicholas Church Women’s Woodloch Weekend -  

Leave the kids, the job, the laundry … and come to Woodloch Resort for the weekend, Fri, November 7th - Sun, 

Nov 9th, to spend time with some of the fabulous women of 10th Street! There is a beautiful, award winning spa 

on the Woodloch grounds, walking paths, and other fantastic things to see and do. Or, as we did last year, just 

relax with friends, and laugh. There is a sign-up sheet in the Main Hall. See Justine Timko if you are interested. 
 

ROCKAWAY:Oct. 3-4
th

 – Youth Lock-in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PERTH AMBOY: Oct. 18
th

 – Dinner Dance                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Ground Blessing ceremony for the Saint Nicholas National Shrine 
at the World Trade Center here has been set for Saturday, October 
18, 2014 at noon. 

 The ceremony will include a combined prayer service of blessing of 
the site, a Doxology and a memorial service for the victims of the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

 The small Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas, which was 
established in 1916, was completely obliterated on September 11, 
2001 when the South Tower fell. The new Saint Nicholas National 
Shrine will be rebuilt only a short distance away at 130 Liberty 
Street, overlooking the 9/11 Memorial. 

 His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios of America will preside at the 
historic event with the participation of the hierarchs of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  It 
will be attended by dignitaries and officials of the City of New York, 
officials of the States of New York and New Jersey, chaplains and 
interfaith representatives, family members of victims of 9/11, 
representatives of Archdiocese institutions and organizations and 
many faithful Orthodox Christians. 

Additional event details will be forthcoming at the Greek 
Archdiocese website: http://www.goarch.org/news/releases 



Sept. - Dec 2014 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

21 
Nativity of the 

Theotokos 
 

Parastas after 

Liturgy: Anna 

Derevjanikova 
 

Komašna 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

 

 

 

 

Elevation of 

Cross  

28 
 

 

Team 2 

29 30 OCT 1 2 3 4 

5 
Traffic Alert: 

MS Bike Race 
 

DIY Coffee Hour 

6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 
 

13 
 

 

14 
Protection 

Mother of 

God 
 

 

15 
 

 

16 17 18 

19 
Cookie Walk 

Planning Meeting 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
Halloween 

Costume Party 

 

DDD Dinner with 

Bishop Gregory 

27 28 29 30 31 NOV1 

2 
 

Traffic Alert 

NYC Marathon 

DIY Coffee Hour 

3 4 5 6 7 
Women’s 

Woodloch 

Weekend 

(tentative) 

8 
Women’s 

Woodloch 

Weekend 

(tentative) 
9 
Women’s 

Woodloch 

Weekend 

(tentative) 
 

10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 
 

16 
 

CW Dough 

Preparation Day 
 

 

17 18 19 20 
 

21 22 
Cookie Walk 

Baking – Stack 

home 

23 
 

Annual Kermeš 

24 25 26 
 

27 
 

Thanksgiving 

28 29 



30 
Dough 

Making/Rolling 

DEC1 
 

Nativity Fast 

Begins 

 

 

2 3 
 

4 
 

Entrance of the 

Theotokos 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
Hall Preparation, 

Dough Rolling & 

Cookie Baking 
 

8 9 10 
 

Baking at  

Church 

11 
 

Baking at  

Church 

12 
 

Baking at  

Church 

13 
 

6
th

 Annual 

Cookie Walk 
14 
6

th
 Annual 

Cookie Walk 
 

15 16 17 18 
 

19 
Wonderworker 

St. Nicholas 

20 

21 
St. Nicholas Day 

Luncheon 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

 
DIY Coffee Hour 

29 30 31 JAN1 2 3 

4 5 6 
 

Vigil of the 

Nativity of 

Christ 

 

7 
 

Nativity of 

Christ 

8 9 10 

 

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
 

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924    

Large Parking Area  718-748-4860  

 

 

STEVE’S MEMORY LANE 

photos Steve Fucsko 
 


