
Sunday, October 25, 2015 

 

90th Anniversary Edition 
 

We welcome his Grace, Our Bishop Gregory,  

to our beloved home and we celebrate  

his first visit to 10th Street!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vitajte, Vladiko!  

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly                                    O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly                                           O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive                                              Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need                                             Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas                                           Nikolaj, Niko laj 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving for 90 Years 

 

Gracious God, we give thanks as we celebrate the 90th anniversary 

of St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church and the journey that started so many years ago – 

and so many plans ago – and so many dreams ago. 
 

We praise You heavenly Father for the great privilege which is ours this day 

to humbly come before You, and lovingly praise and thank You as we reflect on 

the history of our parish which was established 90 years ago. 

We thank You for every memory that our celebration revives. 

We pray that You will deepen within each of us a sense of gratitude for the many 

sacrifices made for us by those who have gone before us, and thereby 

find this parish a place of refreshment and strength. 
 

We give thanks for those who established this congregation 90 years ago and for their 

faith and vision, for their gifts and abilities. By Your grace this parish and building was established and 

been a place of community, fellowship, and worship. Many people have come and gone from us over 

90 years, and we are thankful for what each one has contributed to our beloved 10th Street. 

We give thanks for all of the priests who have served here: for all who have confessed 

here that Christ is Lord; and all who today lead us in our Divine Liturgy. 
 

As we celebrate our past and rejoice in our present, 

may we also look forward with eager eyes to the future. 

We pray that You continue to make Your love known among us. 

Give us a zeal for mission. Help us to look beyond our walls to those who do not know You. 

Make this Church a blessing to those around us, and embolden us to move forward  

with strength toward what lies ahead. 
 

We celebrate all the joys that have begun in these 90 years. 

We celebrate all the happy times, all the accomplishments, and all the triumphs. 

Thank You, Lord, for blessing us. 

We acknowledge that there have been, and will continue to be, struggles and heartaches. 

Yet we have travelled together under Your protection and love. 

Thank You, Lord, for being with us in good times and bad. 
 

     We offer unto You a prayer of thanksgiving and ask Your blessing. 

        We ask, Lord, that You will continue to protect us, guide us and sustain us 

as we go forth from this 90th anniversary celebration,  

for You are holy and we give glory to You,  

       Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

 

Amen 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          BISHOP GREGORY,  

the ruling Hierarch of the American 

Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 

Diocese, joins us this Sunday for the 

celebration of our blessed Divine 

Liturgy on the occasion of the 90th 

anniversary of our St. Nicholas 

Parish! Originally from Charlotte, 

NC, Bishop Gregory now resides in 

Johnstown, PA where he has served 

as our Hierarch for almost three 

years. As a Priest, he served in the 

Metropolis of Atlanta, travelling 

extensively as a preacher and 

confessor and overseeing all youth 

programs in his Metropolis. In 

addition to serving our diocese, he 

serves now as Episcopal Liaison to 

the Orthodox Christian Fellowship 

(OCF) on college campuses and is a 

consistent camper at our youth 

camp, Camp Nazareth, for 3-4 

weeks out of the year. We wish him 

many happy and continually blessed 

years in his Ministry! Eis pollá etē, 

Déspota! 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

 

Divine Liturgy: 10am      Rev. Fr. William Bennett  
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685    

For Dial-in Service: ten minutes prior to Liturgy call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685# 
  

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org  www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street 
 

October 25, 2015  

Epistle: Gal 2:16-20      Gospel: Luke 7:11-16     Tone: 4     Troparion & Kontakion: pg 44 

 

Welcome, St. Nicholas Orthodox faithful! Welcome, to all visitors!  

Welcome to his Grace, our Bishop Gregory, on his first Pastoral visit! 

 

It is with great honor and pleasure that we welcome His Grace, Bishop 

Gregory of Nyssa to St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church. His visit today 

brings joy to our hearts as we celebrate our 90
th

 Anniversary.  
 

COMMUNION REQUEST: Please state your name as you approach the 

Chalice for communion. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR:  Nikita Albert, John Beskid, 

Debbie Blue, Walter Bubniak, Ernie Canovas, Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, 

Mary Fackovec, Ann Gaydos, Justine Gidicsin, Magdalena Ilanovska, Neil 

Ingenito, Helen Karpiak, Deacon Michael Kozar, Anna Mamrillova, Holly 

Marchak, Sean Merriam, Olga Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, John Salony, 

Toni Sikoryak, Miroslav Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, Peter Tymus, Lorraina 

Vira, Victoria Vislocky and Mary Zizik. +Peter Ceselka, as a 43rd 

Anniversary Remembrance Contact Fr. William to add or remove names: 

fr.william.bennett@gmail.com  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Justine Gidicsin, Bogdan Horbal, Ann Marie Ioukliaevskikh, 

John Kormanik, Bob Spontak, Amy Vislocky Toonkle and Daniel Vislocky 

many happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Magda & Lubos Matlak many happy and blessed years!  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar are in honor of and for the health of Justine 

Gidicsin's 75th Birthday donated by her family.  Flowers on the tetrapod are 

for the health of Bogdan Horbal, Pani AnnMarie Ioukliaevskikh, Amy 

Vislocky Toonkel, and in memory of Sammy Kovalcik and Bob Vislocky, 

all born on Oct. 27
th

. 
 

WITH OUR THANKS 

Chef George Chobor and his assistant Justina will be preparing a 

scrumptious meal today. The menu will be extensive with a few surprises. 

Our deepest appreciation to you both, George and Justina, for all of your 

hard work to create an unforgettable meal to celebrate our milestone 90
th

 

Anniversary. Thank you for everything. 
 

 

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


FULL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25th – DIVINE LITURGY, 10 AM 

90th Anniversary Celebration of St. Nicholas of Myra 

Orthodox Church! 

 There will be no services on Monday, October 26th 

 Wednesday, October 28th – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Friday, October 30th – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

• Panachida in memory of Michael & Justine Kormanik, 

Anniversary Remembrance, offered by the Mikulaš 

Michna & the Rusinko family 

• Parastas in memory of Fr. Protodeacon Joseph 

Hotrovich, Anniversary Remembrance, offered by the 

Ioukliaevskikh family 

 Monday, November 2nd – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Wednesday, November 4th – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Friday, November 6th – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

JR ACRY ENCOUNTER: Nov. 6-8
th

  

 Saturday, November 7th – Vespers, 5 PM 

 SUNDAY, November 8th – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 
 

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered during 

the course of these Divine Liturgies or would like someone 

remembered in a memorial service, please see  

Fr. William or email him at fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

90
TH

 ANNIVERSARY TEAM 
 

     CO-CHAIRS  

Doreen Clemente 

Mike Kormanik 
  

   CHEFS  

George & Justina Chobor 
  

    THE JOURNAL  

Justina Ryan 
  

    TICKETS & SEATING  

Magda Matlak 
  

BAR  

Lubos Matlak 
  

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

Helen Gajdos & Dawn Krzyzanowski 
  

   CENTERPIECES  

Tanya McAusland 
  

MASS MAILINGS 

Evelyn Kormanik 

 

FLOWER, DESSERT & EVENT SET-UP 

Kim Busel, Justine Gidicsin & Justine Timko 
  

   PHOTOS  

Paul Krzyzanowski 
 

        CHURCH RENOVATION  

Robert Stack and Crew 

 

 
Today is College Student Sunday! 

This day, we will take up a special collection 

to benefit the Orthodox Christian Fellowship 

(OCF), dedicated to the growth of college 

students in the context of their Orthodox 

Faith.  It is a reminder that we have as much 

of a duty of Christian love and support to our 

college students as to ANY of our members. 

They represent the front lines of our faith on 

college campuses. If you know of any 

college students that are in need of outreach 

that we can provide or if they are in need of 

an Orthodox community family, please let us 

know and make an effort to invite them to 

our services and events. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sending  
Na mnohaja I blahaja lita 
all the way to 10th Street 

on this very special 
anniversary celebration 

occasion.  
 

Tenth Street embodies 
our family, friends, and 
our memories. Although 
we cannot be there, all 

of you remain in our 

thoughts every day. 
 

We are wishing all the best for the 
church anniversary to all. 

  
Slavo, Monika, Nikolas and Julia 

Kormanik 
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An essay adapted from A CHURCH ANNIVERSARY: WHERE WE HAVE 

BEEN & WHERE ARE WE GOING by John P. Rossing 
 

IN FAITH & IN LOVE 
 

An anniversary often sparks stories of the beginning – when, where 

and how something began that is so momentous that it is celebrated 

each year. This is even more evident during a milestone year. 

Conversations today will most certainly include stories from decades 

past, shared laughs about adventures and mischief like bubbles in 

fountains, remembering those who have gone before us, and counting 

our blessings for the future. We celebrate our beginning and honor the 

Church founders and how their vision and hard work has brought us to 

this very moment in time, to our celebration of 90 years.  
 

But, let’s, for the moment, look at today with different eyes. Many 

people here today will have three, even four generations of family 

members present. Wow. What a beautiful testament to the faith and 

love of St. Nicholas Church. In Matthew 1:1-17, the Gospel begins 

with Christ’s genealogy of 42 generations. This Gospel suggests a 

Christian view of looking at the past. First, as a church we are 

identified by our history, by where we have been in our past. And 

second, our history will help determine the future. 
 

Perhaps no institution is more clearly defined by its history than the 

Church. The Bible is the framework in which Christians fit all the facts 

of ancient history. It does not record all history. In fact, there are huge 

gaps in the history contained in the Bible. But, it tells the history of the 

church – its promise, prophecy and fulfillment. From the Gospels, the 

story of the Risen Savior is retold at Pascha as if it just happened. With 

faith, belief in the ancient Word makes us the people of God. 
 

Our faith is further shaped by the centuries of Christian history since 

the Bible was written. We make our confession in the words of ancient 

creeds; we follow the seven Sacraments, the Holy Mysteries; and “in 

faith and love” we partake of the Holy Eucharist. And, today, we 

remember the history of this congregation: the generations of our own 

families who have been born, baptized, married and buried here at St 

Nicholas Church; the traditions that we follow, and that have in turn 

made us the people we are. Today we are proud to say that we are part 

of that whole history, just as Christ was part of the history of Israel, all 

forty-two generations from Abraham forward. 
 

As we go forward from today, we must let that history be part of our 

movement into the future. Christ has commissioned us all and sent us 

into the world with a mission: how will we fulfill it? We have a 

responsibility to our church – to the building, its people and preserving 

the Orthodox faith. We have a responsibility to our young people, to 

prepare them for what they will face in life. We have a responsibility 

to our older people, to help meet their needs in a changing world. We 

have a responsibility to the community around us, to be examples of 

Christ's love. Let the stories of faith and love that are told today, as we 

recite the history of 10
th

 Street Church, strengthen us, prepare us, and 

propel us into the next ninety years. 

 

 

Fulfilling our mission in faith 

and in love - Stewardship 

We are so grateful for the outpouring of 

support for The President’s Appeal. 

Thank you all. As you look around 

today, you see the restored beauty of 

nearly every inch of the church. Your 

financial support and a crew of men, 

who were dauntless in their efforts, made 

it possible. The work crews are a 

dynamic team. Working side by side, 

they used each others’ strengths and 

abilities (especially the courageous few 

who painted next to the stars) and that 

together, no task was out of their reach. 

There are a few projects still to be 

finished and work to be done in other 

areas. The Appeal is going to continue 

and we will keep updating the progress 

going forward. 

Justina & Kevin Ryan and Mike & 

Evelyn Kormanik started a program this 

year to benefit the Senior Center/ 

nursing home in Jarabina, Slovakia. To 

date, 8 (of 16) hospital beds have been 

purchased, as well as a new wheelchair 

and water heater. Please visit  

www.gofundme.com/seniorsinslovakia  

to donate to this worthy endeavor. 

St. Nicholas Church has a year-round 

food drive program. Well over a half a 

ton of food has been distributed. This 

Thanksgiving, parishioners are asked to 

bring in crackers, instant mashed 

potatoes/gravy and cake mix/frosting. 

Our contributions will be combined with 

others to provide a complete holiday 

meal to nearly 150 families. 

2015 saw two tragedies outside our 

walls. St. Nicholas Church joined with 

others to financially assist the large 

family of newly ordained +Fr. Matthew 

Baker who perished in an auto accident 

during Holy Week as well as the families 

affected by the devastating gas explosion 

here in the East Village. 

  

 

http://www.gofundme.com/seniorsinslovakia


ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH BUILDING – ITS NOBLE BEGINNING 
 

As St. Nicholas Church celebrates 90 years today, our beloved church building is actually 132 years old. Its 

location here in the East Village/Lower East Side is one of its most defining characteristics in its early years. The 

East Village remains one of New York City’s most storied neighborhoods. Let’s look back at how St. Nicholas 

Church was a part of the American immigrant experience of the East Village and its vital role in the years 

between 1884 and 1925. 
 

Looking at is now, it is hard to imagine the area around here was 

once the hunting and fishing grounds of the Lenape tribe. Peter 

Stuyvesant was forcibly removed as the last Dutch Governor of 

New Amsterdam and retired to his vast “bouwerij estate”, which 

encompassed these wetlands. The Stuyvesant holdings in the East 

Village were vast. He built a church – St. Marks Church-in-the-

Bowery - on 10
th

 and Stuyvesant Streets – which remains the oldest 

site of continuous worship in NYC. It is from this church that St. 

Nicholas Church’s roots begin. 
 

Having inherited much of the Stuyvesant fortune from his grand 

uncle, young Rutherfod Stuyvesant became a successful NYC land 

developer. He married Mary Rutherford Pierrepont in 1863. She 

was the daughter of the prestigious and wealthy Pierrepont family 

of Brooklyn. Their lives together were happy and loving. Mary was 

well known for her philanthropy and work to right social injustices. 

The couple was expecting their first child. On New Year’s Eve, 

1879, the expectant Mary went into labor. Neither Mary nor the 

infant survived. 
 

In his deep grief, Stuyvesant planned a monument to his wife. He 

would build a memorial chapel connected with St. Mark’s 

Church-in-the-Bowery. Stuyvesant chose a large plot of land at 

the corner of East 10
th

 Street and Avenue A. A small St. Mark’s 

mission structure already stood there but his designs were more 

large-scale. He hired the eminent architect James Renwick who 

was responsible for the magnificent Grace Church and St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral. Renwick created an edifice that didn’t 

resemble the lacy, Gothic churches but rather one much more 

appropriate for the working class “tenements” of the area. 

Begun in 1882, St. Mark’s Chapel was constructed of red-

orange brick and terra cotta trim. The building was a 

combination of several of the prevailing architectural styles of 

the day including Romanesque, Gothic Revival Renaissance 

Revival and others.  
 

The Memorial Chapel was finished in 1884 at a cost of 

$200,000. The building has undergone several renovations and 

much of its interior has been re-purposed. 

There are a few remaining clues to its 

past, however, including a terra-cotta bas 

relief of a lion, the symbol of St. Mark the 

Evangelist on the outside of the building 

(10
th

 Street, left side) and the initials at the 

bottom of the three gorgeous stained glass 

windows that read M R S –  

Mary Rutherford Stuyvesant.  



The Memorial Chapel of St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery was consecrated on June 2 1884. The New York 

Times commentary included a complete description of the new complex. The main floor of the church can seat 

three hundred fifty worshipers with another 100 in the gallery. 

The Avenue A side housed a library, reading room, day school, 

and a Sunday school room that spans the entire length of the 

building at the ground floor. The chapel was immediately 

involved in social and charitable works as would be the desire 

of Mary Stuyvesant. It was home to the Guild of the Good 

Samaritan, the Ladies’ Benevolent Society, a library with 1,200 

volumes of free books, a Loan Relief Association to help with 

neighbors who could not pay their rent, buy coal, medicine or 

had other emergencies. There was a Parish Association, an 

Altar Society, that provided care and training of children of 

working mothers, and other organizations that cared for the sick 

and the aged. The mission of St. Mark’s Memorial Chapel 

fulfilled the very mission that is discussed in this bulletin, In 

Faith and In Love, by taking care of the young, the old, and 

being a beacon to the community. The roots of St. Nicholas 

Church are noble indeed. 
 

Rutherford Stuyvesant passed away in 1909. Among his 

bequests to public institutions was a $10,000 to St. Mark’s 

Episcopal Church, the income of which was to be used 

exclusively for the preservation, repair and improvement of the 

building known as St. Mark’s Memorial Chapel. 
 

Also, and interestingly, in 1909, St. Mark’s Memorial Chapel 

was taken over by the Holy Trinity Slovak Lutheran Church. 

The history gets a little sketchy for the next few years as to who 

had primary responsibility for the church although it is known 

that many of the charitable works continued under different 

jurisdictions.  
 

In 1925, a new chapter started for our beautiful St. Nicholas 

Church. While the other charitable organizations housed at 10
th

 

Street were relocated or absorbed by other groups (like the 

Boys Club across the street), the newly formed St. Nicholas of 

Myra Church building shared its tenancy with the Leonardo Da 

Vinci Art School. Onorio Ruotolo, a famous sculptor from 

Italy established the school to provide free art instruction to 

young men and women from working poor families. Ruotolo 

directed the school for two decades and at its peak, had 600 

students. The school relocated when St. Nicholas Church 

bought the building for $38,000 in 1937. 
 

For 132 years, St. Nicholas of Myra Church building has been 

a part of the Tompkins Square Park community. Thousands of 

immigrants have sought and found refuge within its walls. 

Children have run through its halls much like our children do 

now. Its presence is in the backdrop of so much history like 

this urban children’s garden program in 1904. Its three 

beautiful bells have echoed in the streets for over 100 years 

reminding the neighborhood that Christ is in our midst. We are 

truly blessed to a part of this rich history. 

  



 

 

RENOVATION OVERVIEW – BEFORE, DURING & AFTER 
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How much do you know… 

Enjoy taking a walk down memory 

lane! Some answers can be found 

in the Journal as well as this 

bulletin. Stumped?? Answers will 

be in next week’s bulletin. Don’t 

get the bulletin? Simply email Kim 

at k.busel@att.net to join our 

weekly eBulletin distribution list. 
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