
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 

 

 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

 

Divine Liturgy: 10 am 

Rev. Fr. William Bennett  
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685    

For Dial-in Service: ten minutes prior to Liturgy call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685# 
  

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org  www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street 
 

December 20, 2015  

29
th

 Sunday after Pentecost – Saint Andrew of Milan, Bishop 

Epistle: Hebrews 5:11-6:8   Gospel: Luke 20:1-8    Tone: 4   Troparion & Kontakion: pg 44 
 

PASTORAL NOTE: Fr. William will be out of town this 

week from the 23
rd

 to the 26
th

, Wednesday to Saturday. In the 

case of any emergencies, please contact Fr. Alexandre at (646) 

436-7618. 
 

NATIVITY FAST - CONFESSIONS: Fr. William will be 

available to hear confessions on Sunday mornings from 9:00 

until 9:45, Saturday evenings following scheduled Vespers, and 

by appointment throughout the weeks.  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR:  Nikita Albert, John 

Beskid, Walter Bubniak, Ernie Canovas, Maria Ceselka, Tony 

Ceselka, Mary Fackovec, Ann Gaydos, Justine Gidicsin, 

Magdalena Ilanovska, Neil Ingenito, Helen Karpiak, Deacon 

Michael Kozar, Anna Mamrillova, Holly Marchak, Sean 

Merriam, Olga Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, John Salony, 

Toni Sikoryak, Miroslav Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, Paul Tymus, 

Peter Tymus, Lorraina Vira, Victoria Vislocky, & Mary Zizik. 

Prayers for Anastasia Koss, who will be travelling to China 

for a semester of teaching. Contact Fr. William to add or 

remove names: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita! 

Many happy and blessed years to Mary Ann Bulko, Rebecca 

Clemente, Anne Ludwig, Christina Bankovic & Charles 

Gaydos! 
 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATION are in memory of 

+Metropolitan Nicholas and  +Anna Kormanik, and for the 

health of the Nicholas's in our parish --Mikolaj Derevjanik, 

Nickie Kormanik, Mikolaj Salon, Nicholas Spontak, Nik Rael, 

and Nicholas Timko.  Flowers on the tetrapod are for the health 

of Anka Ludwig on her birthday.  Donated by John & Justine 

Gidicsin. 

Saint Ambrose of Milan was 

a great holy father of the 

Orthodox Church. His father 

was the imperial deputy of 

Gaul and Spain and was a 

pagan by faith, but his mother 

was a Christian. When the 

Bishop of Milan died, a great 

dispute arose. As the 

Emperor’s representative at 

the time, Ambrose entered  

into the Church to keep peace. 
 

At that moment, a child at its mother’s bosom 

exclaimed: “Ambrose for bishop!” All the people 

took this as the voice of God, and unanimously 

elected Ambrose as their bishop, contrary to his 

will. Ambrose was baptized, passed through all 

the necessary ranks and was consecrated to the 

episcopacy, all within a week. As bishop, 

Ambrose strengthened the Orthodox Faith, 

suppressed the heretics, adorned churches, spread 

the faith among the pagans, wrote many 

instructive books, and served as an example of a 

true Christian and a true Christian shepherd. 
 

God granted this man, so pleasing to Him, such 

grace that he even raised the dead, drove out 

demons from men, healed the sick of every 

infirmity, and foresaw the future. Ambrose died 

peacefully on the morning of Pascha in the year 

397. 

O Holy Father Ambrose, pray to God for 

us! 
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FULL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

 SUNDAY, December 20
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

o St. Nicholas Day Luncheon 

 Monday, December 21
st
 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Wednesday, December 23
rd

 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Friday, December 25
th

 – No Divine Liturgy 

o New Calendar Nativity! 

 Saturday, December 26
th

 - No Divine Liturgy 

o Great Vespers, 5 PM 

 SUNDAY, December 27
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

 Monday, December 28
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Wednesday, December 30
th

– Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Friday, January 1
st 

, 2016! 
o Moleben of Thanks for the New Year, 12 PM 

 Saturday, January 2
nd

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

o Great Vespers, 5 PM 

 SUNDAY, January 3
rd

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 
o Panachida for Michael & Anna Salony, 

offered by Stephanie, Merka, & Helenka 
 

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone 

remembered during the course of these Divine Liturgies or 

would like someone remembered in a memorial service, 

please see Fr. William or email him at 

fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

 

 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY LUNCHEON 

After Divine Liturgy today, all are welcome 

downstairs for a light Luncheon and to a fun 

afternoon that includes carols, a rousing game of 

musical chairs, and the highlight of the day, a visit 

from St. Nicholas!  

Cost: Adults: $10; Youth 13-16: $5;  

12 and under: Free 
 

RAFFLE: For the past few years, we have been 

treated to a special raffle of items that remained from 

the Cookie Walk’s Tinseltown to help defer some of 

the expenses. 

Raffle: 3 tickets for $5; 10 tickets for $10; or 25 

tickets for $20– please be generous in your donations. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS Also, a special thank you to 

Mary Zizik for making the beautiful afghan that is 

included in the raffle today. It was made specifically 

for Cookie Walk fundraising.  

 

FLOWER COLLECTION TODAY  - Dawn will 

be collecting for the Christmas poinsettias today after 

church. Please be generous. 
 

A LOOK AT WHAT’S AHEAD 

December 27
th

 & JAN. 3
rd

   

TREE DECORATION & HOLY MANGER 

SETUP: We will be setting up the St. Nicholas 

Christmas tree and starting the assembly of the Holy 

Manger after Liturgy next week. Please join us in this 

important effort.. Please see Dawn if you can help. 

 

January 7
th

 – NATIVITY OF CHRIST 

1) Items needed for the Nativity service - 

Please see Magda in the office to donate one 

of the items for use during the Nativity 

Service (vigil lights, votives, candles, wine, 

oil, charcoal, etc.). 

2) Nativity Coffee Hour –There is a general 

sign-up sheet on the Volunteer Board in the 

Main Hall. Last year, we had a dessert table 

filled with delicious goodies brought from 

home. We will be doing the same thing this 

year as well. Please consider bringing a 

special dessert to share. 
 

January 9
th

 - NEW YEARS CELEBRATION We 

will be treated to a gourmet dinner prepared by Chef 

George Chobor & Justina, music, cocktails and so 

much more. Details are on the flyer attached to this 

bulletin. George Chobor & Justina, music, cocktails 

and so much more. Details are on the flyer attached to 

this bulletin. Tickets are available for purchase 

now. See Doreen Clemente, Magda Matlak or 

Helen Gajdos 

President’s Appeal Update: 
We ask for your continued help 
 

St. Nicholas Faithful, thank you, again, for all your 

contributions to the President’s Appeal! Your efforts and 

donations are reflected in the very walls of our Church, 

in the spirit of complete giving.  
 

Renovations, to date, have come to 

a total of $60,151. We have raised a 

total of $48,455, which brings us 

$11,696 behind actual costs. As it 

often happens when doing 

renovations (especially in older 

buildings), additional costs were 

revealed. The roof repair in 

particular was so important to make 

sure all of our work would not be 

compromised so it could not be 

helped. We are also still in need of 

completing the Priest and Altar Boy 

rooms and there is a boiler down the 

line that is becoming a necessity. 

Please consider making a donation 

to help us to wrap up the appeal. 
 

Checks can be made out to: “St. Nicholas Church” 

with the memo “President’s Appeal.” 
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The Life of St. Nicholas of Myra, Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia 
 

This glorious saint, celebrated throughout the entire world, was the only son of his eminent 

and wealthy parents, Theophanes and Nona, citizens of the city of Patara in Lycia. Since he 

was the only son bestowed on them by God, the parents returned the gift to God by 

dedicating their son to Him. St. Nicholas learned of the spiritual life from his uncle 

Nicholas, Bishop of Patara, and was tonsured a monk in the Monastery of New Zion 

founded by his uncle. Following the death of his parents, Nicholas distributed all his 

inherited goods to the poor; not keeping anything for himself. As a priest in Patara, he was 

known for his charity, even though he carefully concealed his charitable works, fulfilling 

the words of the Lord: Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth (Matthew 6:3) 

When he gave himself over to solitude and silence, thinking to live that way until his death, 

a voice from on high came to him: “Nicholas, for your ascetic labor, work among the 

people, if thou desirest to be crowned by Me.” Immediately after that, by God’s wondrous 

providence, he was chosen archbishop of the city of Myra in Lycia. Merciful, wise and 

fearless, Nicholas was a true shepherd to his flock. During the persecution of Christians 

under Diocletian and Maximian, he was cast into prison, but even there he instructed the 

people in the Law of God. He was present at the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (325) and, out of great zeal 

for the truth, struck the heretic Arius with his hand. For this act he was removed from the Council and from his 

archiepiscopal duties, until the Lord Christ Himself and the Most-holy Theotokos appeared to several of the 

chief hierarchs and revealed their approval of Nicholas. A defender of God’s truth, this wonderful saint was ever 

bold as a defender of justice among the people. 
 

On two occasions, he saved three men from an undeserved sentence of death. Merciful, truthful, and a lover of 

justice, he walked among the people as an angel of God. Even during his lifetime, the people considered him a 

saint and invoked his aid in difficulties and in distress. He appeared both in dreams and in person to those who 

called upon him, and he helped them easily and speedily, whether close at hand or far away. A light shone from 

his face as it did from the face of Moses, and he, by his presence alone, brought comfort, peace, and good will 

among men. In old age he became ill for a short time and entered into the rest of the Lord, after a life full of 

labor and very fruitful toil, to rejoice eternally in the Kingdom of Heaven, continuing to help the faithful on earth 

by his miracles and to glorify his God. He entered into rest on December 6, 343. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COOKIE WALK WRAP-UP – Part 1       (to be continued next week) 
Every year, people ask me if I think that the Cookie Walk that year was a success. For the past seven years, each 

Cookie Walk has been successful in its own right. There certainly have been some challenges, such as weather 

conditions, but the fortunate opportunities were there as well, such as 2,000 SantaCon revelers in Tompkins 

Square Park on a snowy day that kept many from even getting to the Cookie Walk. It has been a learning process.  
 

And then, this past weekend, it happened. We were blessed with perfect weather, we were ready with 50,000+ 

cookies, had an eager group of costumed characters as you can see above, and the smiles just naturally occurred. 

We opened the doors to the Cookie Walk at 11:00 am and for the first time, there was a line to get in – down 

Avenue A and for a brief time, even went down 10
th

 Street as well. And, that line never really let up for an entire 

day. We were all blissfully busy from beginning to end and even had enough cookies to open on Sunday as well. 

Cookies were literally flying on and off plates. Mike, Andrew, James, Lubos, Will and Lauren never stopped 

filling platters for an entire day. Merka, Pat, Diane, Lorraine and Mary had so many pre-orders, they were 

furiously (and fearlessly) filling boxes until the operation had to be moved to the stage because there were so 

many people. There was a line to get down the elevator, a wonderful welcome from Fr. William, Charlie and 

Anka while people were in a line to buy boxes from Paul, Bob and Janice. Kathleen, Patricia, Danielle and 

Nicole manned the overflowing cookie tables while Helenka, Magda, Christina, Tanya, Anna and anyone else 

who could tie a bow were needed to keep up with the filled boxes of cookies. Children and their parents made 

crafts with Jane, Dawn (and Julia on Sunday) and our wonderful St. Nicholas kids, Kevin, Abigail, 

Elizabeth,Verginia, Kaitlynn, Katelynn, Madlynn, Luke and Alex; Santa, Stephanie and her crew of elves – 

Amanda, Christina, Christine and AnnMarie were taking pictures at the photo booth while gifts were being 

bought at record pace from Deb Z, Lillian an Annie in Tinseltown. Olga, Helen, Mike and Jan were manning the 

beverage bar with gallons of hot chocolate, whipped cream and marshmallows served (with gorgeous treats made 

by Helen). Iveta, Carlos, Justine, Jarka, Jessica, Erica, Maria, Anastasia, Olga,Victoria, Mara and Pani Ileana 

were in the kitchen trying to bake even more cookies while Kathy and Mike were upstairs inviting even more 

people to the party. Cristian and Petruta were everywhere, making sure everything was perfect. And, for the first 

time in seven years, I breathed a sigh of relief. We did this as a team. All of us were working together to make 

the Cookie Walk an amazing experience for our guests that truly reflects the joy we share as a church family. 

This is a priceless gift and a blessing.  
 

Was everything perfect? Not even close. On Friday, the credit card machine stopped working and no machine 

was coming. Kathy spent hours working out a solution with Nick’s help and guidance. We ran out of white 

boxes so Robert hopped into a cab and got 200 more from NY Cakes. There was always an answer to every 

obstacle and the feeling of accomplishment for every problem solved.  So, how did we do? I’ll let the pictures 

and comments tell the story! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Best idea ever”...aznlatina  

“Sugar Rush. Cookie Walk  
in the East Village…Go now”  
Nancy  

“A Must Attend Event for 
all Cookie Monsters”  
Matt C.  

“This is the one and only place that guarantees to put me into 
the Christmas spirit...this is my 5th year!”  Angelina F. 

“So worth waiting in line. Loved, 
loved, loved the cookies” William 
from SI 

“My Cara loved the Santa face craft. 
Something free in NY— thank you for 
being so nice. ”… Josefina  

“I want to try each cookie on that big 
list—my goal for 2016. See you next 
year”… Roddney  

“The Quintessential Christmas Event!  
Perfect in everyway”… Joe, Brooklyn  

“My favorite cookies were the bears, the 
mice and white hair ones”  Lindsay, age 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. William began the Cookie Walk 

with a special prayer and blessing, 

assisted by Kevin in the elf hat! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DEC – JANUARY, 2015                                                      *Shaded areas indicate days of fasting 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

20  
 

St. Nicholas Day 

Luncheon 

21  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

22 23  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

24 25  
*No Liturgy 

26 
*No Liturgy 

Vespers, 5 PM 

27  
DIY Coffee Hour 

28  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

29 30  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

31 JAN 1  
Moleben of 
Thanksgiving,  
12 PM 

2  
Liturgy, 10 AM 
Vespers, 5 PM 

 
3 4  

 
 
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

5 6  
ROYAL 

HOURS 

9 AM 

NATIVITY 

EVE VIGIL 7 

PM 

7 
NATIVITY 

LITURGY 

10 AM 

 

8  
 
 
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

9  
New Years 

Celebration!  
Divine Liturgy,  
10 AM 
Vespers, 5 PM 

10  
*No Fasting Week 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18  
THEOPHANY 

EVE VIGIL 

19 
THEOPHANY 

20 
The Blessing of 

Homes Begins! 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 FEB 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924   Large Parking Area  718-748-4860 



 
 


