
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 

 

 
 

 

ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE  

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

288 E. 10
th
 Street, New York, NY  10009 

 

Divine Liturgy: 10 am 

Rev. Fr. William Bennett  
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685    

For Dial-in Service: ten minutes prior to Liturgy call 1-877-459-3710 and enter access code 2546685# 
  

Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org  www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street 
 

December 27, 2015  

30
th

 Sunday after Pentecost – The Holy Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Callinicus of Asia Minor, 

Epistle: Col 3:4-11   Gospel: Luke 14:16-24    Tone: 5   Troparion & Kontakion: pg 4 
 

NATIVITY FAST - CONFESSIONS: Fr. William will be 

available to hear confessions on Sunday mornings from 

9:00 until 9:45, Saturday evenings following scheduled 

Vespers, and by appointment throughout the weeks.  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR:  Nikita Albert, 

John Beskid, Walter Bubniak, Ernie Canovas, Maria 

Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Mary Fackovec, Ann Gaydos, 

Justine Gidicsin, Magdalena Ilanovska, Neil Ingenito, 

Helen Karpiak, Deacon Michael Kozar, Anna Mamrillova, 

Holly Marchak, Sean Merriam, Olga Petrick, Deacon 

Michael Pirich, John Salony, Toni Sikoryak, Miroslav 

Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, Paul Tymus, Peter Tymus, 

Lorraina Vira, Victoria Vislocky, & Mary Zizik. Prayers 

for Anastasia Koss, who will be travelling to China for a 

semester of teaching. Contact Fr. William to add or 

remove names: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita! 

Many happy and blessed years to Stacy Petricha and 

Petrutia Ganfalean! We apologize for missing two birthdays 

last week. Let us belatingly wish Helen Gaydos and Holly 

Marchak many happy and blessed years. 
 

COFFEE HOUR: Today is a DIY (Do-it-Yourself) 

Sunday, meaning there isn’t a team assigned to arrange a 

full coffee hour. Coffee and drinks are provided but 

additional food is at a minimum. Full coffee hours will 

resume after the New Year.   
 

FLOWER COLLECTION TODAY - Dawn will be 

collecting for the Christmas poinsettias today after church. 

Please be generous. 

Saints Thyrsus and Leucius 

were honorable citizens of 

Caesarea of Bithynia in the year 

250.  Callinicus, however, was 

a pagan priest. When the 

Emperor Decius’s heir, 

Cumbricius, began to torture 

and murder Christians, Leucius 

appeared before him with 

reproach said “Why have you 

waged war against your own soul, O Cumbricius?” 

The enraged judge ordered that he be flogged, 

tortured and finally beheaded. Witnessing the death 

of the courageous Leucius, blessed Thyrsus also 

appeared before the judge and reproached him for 

his evil crimes and for his unbelief in the One True 

God. He also was flogged and cast into prison. The 

invisible hand of God healed him of his wounds, 

opened the prison door and led him out. Thyrsus 

went to Phileas, the Bishop of Caesarea, to be 

baptized by him. After his baptism, he was again 

seized and tortured. By the power of his prayer, 

many idols fell down. The pagan priest Callinicus, 

upon seeing this, converted to the Christian Faith, 

and both he and Thyrsus were condemned to death. 

Callinicus was beheaded, and they placed Thyrsus in 

a wooden coffin to be sawn in half. However, the 

power of God would not permit this, and the saw 

was unable to cut into the wood. Then St. Thyrsus 

arose from the coffin and prayed to God, rendering 

Him thanks for the tortures, and he peacefully gave 

up his soul to his Lord.  
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FULL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

 SUNDAY, December 27
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

o Panachida for +John Strenk, offered by Anna 

Strenk & Family 

 Monday, December 28
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Wednesday, December 30
th

– Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Friday, January 1
st 

, 2016 
o   Moleben of Thanks for the New Year, 12 PM 

 Saturday, January 2
nd

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

o Great Vespers, 5 PM 

 SUNDAY, January 3
rd

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 
o Panachida for +Michael & Anna Salony, offered 

by Daughters Stephanie, Merka, & Helenka 

 Monday, January 4
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Wednesday, January 6
th

 – Royal Hours, 9 AM 

o Nativity Eve Vigil, 7 PM 

 Thursday, January 7
th

 

o NATIVITY DIVINE LITURGY, 10 AM 

 Friday, January 8
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 9 AM 

 Saturday, January 9
th

 - Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 

o Great Vespers, 5 PM 

 SUNDAY, January 10
th

 – Divine Liturgy, 10 AM 
 

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone 

remembered during the course of these Divine Liturgies or 

would like someone remembered in a memorial service, please 

see Fr. William or email him at fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY LUNCHEON 

Last week, St. Nicholas Church held its annual St. 

Nicholas Day Celebration. Many thanks to Tanya 

McAusland and Debbie Derevjanik, who organized 

and brought the food for the delicious luncheon. 

Thanks also to Justine Timko for organizing the gifts 

and Helenka Tymus for spearheading the raffle. 

Congratulations to our two musical chair winners: 

Nadia Ryan and Elizabeth Krzyzanowski. A 

“rousing” game of musical chairs would be an 

understatement. Jokingly, it was said that it is a good 

thing we have nurses, lawyers and police officers in 

our parish. You would have had to have seen it to 

believe the hilarity of the game. A great time was 

had by all. 
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A LOOK AT WHAT’S AHEAD 

TODAY & JAN. 3
rd

  (if needed) 

TREE DECORATION & HOLY MANGER 

SETUP: We will be setting up the St. Nicholas 

Christmas tree and starting the assembly of the Holy 

Manger. Please see Dawn if you can join us in this 

important endeavor. 
 

January 7
th

 – NATIVITY OF CHRIST 

1) Items needed for the Nativity service - Please 

see Magda in the office to donate one of the 

items for use during the Nativity Service (vigil 

lights, votives, candles, wine, oil, charcoal, etc.). 

2) Nativity Coffee Hour –There is a general sign-

up sheet on the Volunteer Board in the Main 

Hall. Last year, we had a dessert table filled with 

delicious goodies brought from home. We will 

be doing the same thing this year as well. Please 

consider bringing a special dessert to share. 

3) Parking Issue – With the planting of several 

new trees and the construction of larger tree 

beds, St Nicholas Church parishioners are no 

longer able to request a parking exemption on 

10
th

 Street (along Tompkins Square Park) 

between Aves A&B. Please keep this in mind 

when attending services and consider using one 

of the area parking garages. 
 

January 9
th

 - NEW YEARS CELEBRATION We 

will be treated to a gourmet dinner prepared by Chef 

George Chobor & Justina, music, cocktails and so 

much more. Details are on the flyer attached to this 

bulletin. George Chobor & Justina, music, cocktails 

and so much more. Details are on the flyer attached 

to this bulletin. Tickets are available for purchase 

now. See Doreen Clemente, Magda Matlak or 

Helen Gajdos. 

 

 

President’s Appeal Update: 
We ask for your continued help 
 

St. Nicholas Faithful, thank you, again, for all your contributions to the President’s Appeal!  

Your efforts and donations are reflected in the very walls of our Church, in the spirit of  

complete giving.  
 

Renovations, to date, have come to a total of $60,151. We have raised a total of $48,455, which 

brings us $11,696 behind actual costs. As it often happens when doing renovations (especially in 

older buildings), additional costs were revealed. The roof repair in particular was so important to 

make sure all of our work would not be compromised so it could not be helped. We are also still 

in need of completing the Priest and Altar Boy rooms and there is a boiler down the line that is 

becoming a necessity. Please consider making a donation to help us to wrap up the appeal. 
 

Checks can be made out to: “St. Nicholas Church”  

with the memo “President’s Appeal.” 

COFFEE TEAMS NEW YEAR SCHEDULE 

Please review the following. If there are any 

conflicts, please see Debbie Dev. The schedule will 

be posted in the kitchen for future reference. 

JANUARY

3-Jan-16 TEAM SLOVAKIA POLAND

10-Jan-16 TEAM BQE

17-Jan-16 TEAM KITCHEN COUSINS

24-Jan-16 TEAM KONEVAL

31-Jan-16 TEAM A TEAM

FEBRUARY

7-Feb-16 Bingo (TBD)

14-Feb-16 DIY COFFEE HOUR (President's Day)

21-Feb-16 TEAM BLACK AND WHITE

28-Feb-16 TEAM TRI STATE

MARCH

6-Mar-16 TEAM SLOVAKIA POLAND

13-Mar-16 TEAM BQE

20-Mar-16 TEAM KITCHEN COUSINS

27-Mar-16 TEAM KONEVAL

APRIL

3-Apr-16 TEAM A TEAM

10-Apr-16 TEAM BLACK AND WHITE

17-Apr-16 TEAM TRI STATE

24-Apr-16 TEAM SLOVAKIA POLAND & BQE

MAY

1-May-16 EASTER

8-May-16 MOTHER'S DAY

15-May-16 TEAM KITCHEN COUSINS

22-May-16 TEAM KONEVAL

29-May-16 DIY COFFEE HOUR (Memorial Day)

JUNE

5-Jun-16 TEAM A TEAM

12-Jun-16 TEAM BLACK AND WHITE

19-Jun-16 FATHER'S DAY

26-Jun-16 TEAM TRI STATE  



NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 
 

It is something of a custom in the world at the beginning of a new year to take on a “resolution.” A resolution is a decision to 

do something you may have wanted to do for a long time but never did, something either to improve your health, to help 

other people, i.e. charity, alms, or perhaps giving up something unhealthy entirely, maybe a bad habit or two. 
 

As Orthodox Christians, we are constantly seeking out ways to improve our lives, to grow in our health spiritually, 

emotionally, and even physically, caring for the bodies that provide a temple for our soul. But more than ourselves, we must 

care for the bodies and souls of others. As the new year approaches, consider a couple activities: 
 

JOIN A BUILDING PROJECT 

In honor and memory of Fr. Michael 

Rosco, St. John’s Church in Perth 

Amboy, NJ is working with Habitat for 

Humanity to help build homes for 

families in June, July, & August of 2016. 

15 PEOPLE per week are needed to 

staff, and you can be one of them.  
 

Call Fr. Michael Chendorain at  

(732) 826-4442 if you are interested. 
 

Make a resolution like this of you r own this year, but do not take it on as a singular oath, saying “I promise, I promise.” 

These types of resolutions tend to be hollow. Let it be a simple willingness and commitment, saying instead “Yes, I will,” and 

then carrying it out. And more than anything else, take on the willingness to pray often!  

Please, a blessed new year to all of you! 
 

“But I say to you, do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool… 

Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this come from evil.”  

(Matthew 5:34-35, 37, RSV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME (in perspective as we start the New Year) 

Imagine there is a bank which credits your account each morning with $86,400, carries over no balance from day 

to day, allows you to keep no cash balance, and every evening cancels whatever part of the amount you had failed 

to use during the day. What would you do? Draw out every cent, of course! Well, we all have such a bank. Its 

name is time. Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever of this 

you have failed to invest to good purpose. It carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft. Each night it burns the 

records of the day. If you fail to use the day's deposits, the loss is yours. Invest it so as to get from it the utmost in 

health, happiness and success! The clock is running. Treasure every moment that you have! And treasure it more 

because you shared it with someone special, special enough to spend your time. 
 

 To realize the value of FOUR YEARS, ask a graduate.  

 To realize the value of ONE YEAR, ask a student who failed a grade. 

 To realize the value of ONE MONTH, ask a mother who gave birth to a premature baby. 

 To realize the value of ONE WEEK, ask the editor of a weekly newspaper. 

 To realize the value of ONE DAY, ask the family of a person who just had a life saving organ transplant 

 To realize the value of ONE MINUTE, ask a person who missed the train, bus or plane. 

 To realize the value of ONE SECOND, ask a person who just survived an accident. 

 To realize the value of ONE MILLISECOND, ask the person who won a silver medal in the Olympics. 
 

Lucy Maude Montgomery in her classic, Anne of Green Gables book said, “Isn’t it nice to think that tomorrow is a 

new day with no mistakes in it yet?”  So, let us begin the New Year full of promise and expectation and a New 

Year with no mistakes in it to start. Here are a few encouraging scripture verses for the New Year. 
 

Do not remember the former things, 

Nor consider the things of old. 

Behold, I will do a new thing, 

Now it shall spring forth; 

Shall you not know it? 

I will even make a road in the  

wilderness and rivers in the desert.  

Isaiah 43: 18-19 

 

JOIN A MISSION TEAM IN 2016 

God calls all of us to follow his words, 

including the words “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations…” Consider joining a 

mission team in 2016, where you can spread the 

message of the Gospel with others in Albania, 

Guatemala, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Uganda, 

or right here in the United States. Be involved in 

health care work, youth work, teaching, and 

even construction. Call the Mission Center at 

(877) 463-6784 if you are interested. 

In his heart a man plans his course, 

but the Lord determines his steps.  

Proverbs 16:9 

Brethren, … one thing I do,  

forgetting those things which are behind 

and reaching forward to those things 

which are ahead, I press toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 3:13-14 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.  2 Corinthians 5:17 



ST NICHOLAS CHURCH YOUTH PERFORMANCES The Nutcracker 

Ballet composed by Tchaikovsky, is based on the story "The Nutcracker and 

the King of Mice" written by E.T.A. Hoffman.  Gabriela and John Gajdos 

performed at the Bishop Ford Theatre, Brooklyn on December 13
th

 with 

John as Cupid and Gabriela as the lead performer – Clara. 
 

A Short Synopsis: It is Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum house -- A large and 

grand house with the most beautiful tree imaginable.  The Stahlbaums are 

hosting their annual Christmas party and the children, Clara and Fritz, are 

dancing and playing. The party grows festive with music and dance as 

godfather Drosselmeyer arrives.  He is a skilled clock and toy maker and 

always full of surprises. The Drosselmeyer presents his gifts to Clara and 

Fritz.  He gives Clara a beautiful Nutcracker that is the hit of the party. Clara 

sneaks downstairs after the party is over to check on her prized gift. 
 

As the clock strikes midnight strange things begin to happen.  Clara begins shrinking as her beautiful Christmas 

tree grows high above her.  The toys around the tree come to life while the room fills with an army of mice, led 

by the fierce Mouse King.  As the Nutcracker awakens, he 

leads his army of toy 

soldiers into battle with 

the mice.  The Mouse 

King corners the 

Nutcracker and battles 

him one-on-one.  The 

Nutcracker seems to be 

no match for the Mouse 

King. Clara makes a final 

daring charge throwing 

her slipper at the Mouse 

King, hitting him square 

on the head.  The Mouse 

King drops to the floor 

and the mice run away. 
 

 

The Nutcracker then turns into a Prince and takes Clara 

on a journey to the Land of Snow, an enchanted forest 

wonderland where they are welcomed by dancing 

snowflakes. Aided by two cupids, (see John below), the 

Prince escorts Clara to the Land of Sweets where they 

are greeted by the Sugar Plum Fairy.  The Prince tells 

her about their daring battle with the army of mice and 

the Sugar Plum Fairy rewards them with a celebration. 

The dream ends when Clara awakens and finds herself 

by her Christmas tree with her beloved Nutcracker. 

Congratulations Gabriela and John on your 

outstanding performances! 



DEC – FEBRUARY, 2016                                                  *Shaded areas indicate days of fasting 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

27  
 

 

DIY Coffee Hour 

28  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

29 30  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

31 JAN 1  
Moleben of 
Thanksgiving,  
12 PM 

2  
Liturgy, 10 AM 
Vespers, 5 PM 

 
3 

 
 

 
Team Slovakia & 

Poland 

4  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

5 6  
ROYAL 

HOURS 

9 AM 

NATIVITY 

EVE VIGIL 

7 PM 

7 
NATIVITY 

LITURGY 

10 AM 

 

8  
Divine Liturgy,  
9 AM 

9  
New Years 

Celebration!  
Divine Liturgy,  
10 AM 
Vespers, 5 PM 

10  
*No Fasting Week 
 
Team BQE 

11  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

12 13  
Divine 
Liturgy,  
9 AM 

14 15  
Divine Liturgy,  
9 AM 

16  
Divine Liturgy,  
10 AM   
Vespers, 5 PM 

17 
 
Team Kitchen 

Cousins 

18  
THEOPHANY 

EVE VIGIL 

7 PM 

19 
THEOPHANY 

LITURGY 

10 AM 

20 
The Blessing 

of Homes 

Begins! 

21 22 23 

24  
Team Koneval 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

The A Team 

FEB1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 
Jr. ACRY  

Bingo Sunday 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

 
DIY Coffee Hour 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 
Team Black & 

White 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
 

Team Tristate 

29 MAR1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924   

 Large Parking Area   

718-748-4860 



 
 

 

 


