
THE MOST VENERABLE 

and full of grace Cincture 

(Sash) of our Blessed 

Theotokos is the only 

precious relic that survives 

from her earthly life. 

According to the Sacred 

Tradition and the history of 

the Orthodox Church, the  

Most Holy Theotokos rose from the dead three 

days after she fell asleep and ascended in body to 

the heavens. It is said that during her ascension, 

she appeared to St. Thomas and gave her Holy 

Sash to him. The holy relic, entrusted to the 

Apostle Thomas was kept by pious Christians at 

Jerusalem after Her Dormition. 
 

The Holy Sash was made by the Theotokos woven 

with camel hair. During the reign of Emperor Leo 

the Wise (886-911 AD), his wife Zoe became 

seriously ill. The Empress had a vision that she 

would be healed of her infirmity if the Sash of the 

Theotokos was placed upon her. The Emperor then 

asked the Patriarch to open the coffer. The 

Patriarch placed the Sash on the sick Empress, and 

immediately she was freed from her infirmity. The 

Empress Zoi, out of gratitude for her miraculous 

cure, embroidered the Sash with gold thread, as it 

is found today. In commemoration of the 

miraculous occurrence, the Feast of the Placing of 

the Venerable Sash of the Most Holy Theotokos 

was established during the 12th century by the 

Emperor Manuel I Komninos (1143–1180). Later, 

the Emperor John VI Kantakouzenos (1347–1355) 

donated the Sash to the Holy Great Monastery of 

Vatopedi on Mount Athos where it remains to this 

day, in a silver reliquary. 

 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 
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DIOCESE UPDATE: It has 

been announced by His Grace, 

Bishop Gregory of Nyssa that 

Rev. Fr William Bennett has 

been assigned to St. Nicholas 

Church. He is a 2015 graduate 

of Christ the Savior Seminary 

and was ordained to the 

priesthood on September 6
th

 in 

Binghamton, NY. The 

ordination took place at the 71st 

ACRY Convention Liturgy at 

St. Michael's Orthodox Church, 

Fr. William's home parish. 
 

Fr. William and Pani Ileana 

will be moving into the Rectory 

on Tuesday, Sept. 15th.   

Fr. William’s first service will 

be next week, September 20
th

. 
 

A special luncheon will be held on September 20
th

 to show 

our appreciation to Fr. Alexandre for his dedication and 

service to St. Nicholas Church and to welcome Fr. William 

and Pani Ileana to 10
th

 Street.  
 

SERVICES TODAY: There will be three services today - 

 Children’s Blessing for all children returning to school  

 Service of Remembrance for those who perished during the 

9/11 attacks.  

 A Moleben for the health of John Salony will be held after 

Liturgy given by the Salony, Stack, and Tymus families. 
 

MEETINGS TODAY: There will be a Board of Trustees 

meeting in Hall #2 and a Jr. ACRY meeting. 

 



Altar Society News: 

 We will be having our picture taken soon 

after Liturgy out on the steps in front of the 

Church. Grab a cup of coffee and head up 

for a quick picture to put in the 90
th

 

Anniversary Journal. 

 We will be changing the sheers in the Main 

Hall on Sunday and readying the church for 

the luncheon next week. See Merka or Kim 

if you can stay and help for awhile. 

 A big thank you to Annie Vislocky and 

Anka Ludwig for readying the Rectory for 

Fr. William and Pani Ileana. 

 There will be an important Altar Society 

Meeting on October 18
th

! 

 Coffee hour team assignments are in the 

calendar. Any problems, see Debbie Dev. 

PLEASE NOTE: Currently, Liturgy is being held in the Main Hall while construction and painting takes place 

in the Sanctuary and choir loft. As such, phone “dial-in” service is out of commission until we complete the 

renovation. We will let you know when it resumes. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR:  John Beskid, 

Debbie Blue, Walter Bubniak, Ernie Canovas, Maria Ceselka, 

Tony Ceselka, Mary Fackovec, Ann Gaydos, Justine Gidicsin, 

Magdalena Ilanovska, Neil Ingenito, Helen Karpiak, Deacon 

Michael Kozar, Anna Mamrillova, Holly Marchak, Sean 

Merriam, Olga Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, John Salony, 

Toni Sikoryak, Miroslav Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, Peter 

Tymus, Lorraina Vira, Victoria Vislocky and Mary Zizik.  

Contact Kim to add or remove names: k.busel@att.net.  
 

Vičnaja Pamjat - Eternal Memory 

We were just informed that one of our former parishioners, 

Mary (Leela) Kmech, fell asleep in the Lord in March. Our 

sympathies are extended to her family. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Nicole Vanatko, Christopher McCormick, Olga 

Vanatko, Nick Timko, Tatiana Halamova and Tony Ceselka 

many happy and blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Paul & Mary Federico, Michal & Jaroslava 

Derevjanik, and Carlos & Iveta Canjura many happy and 

blessed years! 
 

PICTURES TODAY: Photos will be taken of 

the Altar Boys, the Altar Society, the Jr. 

ACRY, the Board of Trustees and the Cantors 

after Liturgy to be included in the 90
th

 

Anniversary Journal. If there are any other 

groups that would like a picture for a Journal 

ad, please let Kim know on Sunday! We will 

coordinate picture taking during coffee hour. 
 

A LOOK AHEAD 

The St. Nicholas calendar has been updated through the end of 

the year. Be sure to mark your calendars! 
 

September 20
th

 – Special Recognition Luncheon hosted by the 

Altar Society for Fr. Alexandre and Fr. William. 
 

September 27
th

 – Elevation  of the Cross 
 

October 24-25
th

 – 90
th

 Anniversary Weekend 
 

Nov 6-8
th

 - The Jr. ACRY will be hosting a Diocese-wide 

event at St. Nicholas Church. Activities are being planned now 

to show the anticipated 50+ youth NYC, while staying at the 

church for two nights. More details will follow. 
   

Nov 15
th

 – There will be a Cookie Walk Kick-off Meeting for 

everyone. Our goal is 50,000 cookies this year baked in less 

than one month.  

Dec 12-13
th

 – Annual Cookie Walk 

Dec 19
th

 – Jr ACRY Christmas Caroling 

Dec 20
th

 – St. Nicholas Day Luncheon 

KEEP IN TOUCH: One of our dear 

parishioners, Johnny Salony, recently suffered a 

stroke.  Johnny is presently recuperating at the 

Helen Hayes Rehab Center in Haverstraw, NY. 

A quick hello, a few words of encouragement 

and the latest news will no doubt be welcome. 

You can use the link provided below, which 

will bring you to the facilities’ E-mail Express 

Patient Message Center. The Recreation staff 

will print out and deliver your message to 

Johnny.  
 

http://helenhayeshospital.org/email-a-patient/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90
TH

 ANNIVERSARY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Banquet tickets are sold out!   

 JOURNAL DEADLINE is Sept.15
th 

We are preparing a banquet Journal to be 

distributed to all attending the October 25
th

 

event.  The proceeds of this collection of 

announcements and ads will help defray the 

costs of hosting our celebration.  The form 

is attached to the bulletin. 

 Children & Parents: There will be a “kids 

only” meeting with Bishop Gregory and the 

children of St. Nicholas Church. 

 

 

 

mailto:k.busel@att.net
http://helenhayeshospital.org/email-a-patient/


 

Dear Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina, Dean, Paul Sikoryak, Robert Zizik, Nicholas Timko, Robert Stack, 

Board of Trustees, St. Nicholas Altar Society and beloved St. Nicholas Parishioners, 
 

Slava Isusu Christu!  Slava Naviki Bohu! 
 

Monday, September 14th marks the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year.  Unlike the secular New 

Year on January 1st which is celebrated in gala fashion, this event goes unnoticed by all but a few of the 

most devout who usher in the religious year with quiet solemnity.  St. Luke records in the New 

Testament that this is also the day that Christ chose to come forward to proclaim His mission.  The Son 

of God came forward at the age of thirty to preach, citing the 61st chapter of the Book of Isaiah saying, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because the Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 

meek.....”   This New Year calls for contemplation and reflection, meditation and prayer.  Refresh the 

spirit and congratulate ourselves for another year as a member of the Orthodox faith.  This is a time to 

pause and remember those who came before us.  Vičnaja jim Pamjat! 
 

Dearly beloved St. Nicholas faithful:  As we are beginning the new Ecclesiastical New Year, know that 

the time is now for us to recharge our spiritual batteries by making St. Nicholas Church part of our lives 

even more frequent.  The sacrifice of putting other things off to follow Christ and be a part of parish life 

is immense.  The blessings, however, far exceed the toil and struggle of giving something else up in 

order to be under the shelter of our Church.   Using your talents that God has given each of you, walk 

and pray together, as soon you will celebrate your 90th Anniversary of the founding of St. Nicholas of 

Myra Orthodox Church.  Na Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita! 
  
I would like to say thank you to Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina, Dean, Paul Sikoryak, Robert Zizik, 

Nicholas Timko, Robert Stack, Board of Trustees, St. Nicholas Altar Society and beloved St. Nicholas 

Parishioner's.  I love you all and my sincerest prayers for each of you.   
 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another.   (John 13:34).  "Da l’ubite druh druha". 

 

I wish to welcome, my Altar brother, Fr. William and Pani.  May God bless you in your ministry with 

health, joy, fulfillment and furtherance in all good things.  Axios!  Many Years!  

 

Love in Christ,  

Fr. Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! September 14th is the first day of the Liturgical calendar, the Ecclesiastical New Year 

(Indiction). The tradition of computing the start of a new year with autumn was common to the lands of the 

Bible. The summer harvest ended, the crops were stored, and people prepared for a new agricultural cycle. It was 

a fitting time to begin a new year. 
 

The liturgical year is a pattern of worship, an anchor of support for the life of the Church. Worship has two 

major aspects: 1) remembrance – the historical remembrance and the re-living of events commemorated and 2) 

thanksgiving including praise and doxology. The prayers and hymns of the Orthodox Church not only recite the 

wonderful works of God in creation and history for our salvation but also frequently offer guidance about how to 

make each year a year of grace, a year of the Lord. 

 

"O Word of the Father from before the ages,  

Who, being in the form of God, broughtest creation into being out of nothing;  

Thou Who hast put the times and seasons in Thine own power: Bless the crown of the year with Thy goodness; 

give peace unto Thy churches, victory unto Thy faithful hierarchs,  

fruitfulness unto the earth, and Great Mercy unto us." 

 



THE PRESIDENT’S APPEAL Update 

We owe the work crew volunteers a debt of gratitude. It is estimated that 

there has been over $50,000 in cost savings through their efforts.  

Cost saving projection: 

 Church Painting   $ 30,000 

 Pew removal, carpet removal and pew installation $   3,600 

 Altar renovation tear down and rebuild   $ 10,000 

 Roof / Drain clean out   $   1,000 

 Altar boy area / St. Nicholas area scraping and painting  $   2,000 

This total does not include other project such as the Rectory bathroom 

upgrade, Rectory A/C hookups, lights repaired and replaced, choir room 

ceiling repair and general cleanup of the building. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renovation Work Schedule: 
Sept. 15th  – Tuesday Evening 
Sept. 17th – Thursday Evening 
Sept. 19th – Saturday, all day 
 

We need your help! Please 
see Robert Stack or Paul 
Sikoryak. We will be painting 
the entire church. Once 
completed, the carpet will be 
installed and then we will 
need assistance re-installing 
the pews.  

This is truly a labor of love on behalf of our beloved  
St. Nicholas Church. With each project, new issues are 
uncovered and the scope of work increases.  These 
dedicated men, led up by Robert Stack and Paul 
Sikoryak, have had their hands full! 
 

We are asking for your financial 
support. For all of you who have 
donated to the President’s Appeal, 
we thank you. If you are considering 
donating to this worthy cause, please 
know that all efforts are being made 
to do as much of the work by 
parishioners as possible. But in all 
renovations, there are substantial 
costs involved. We ask that each 
family prayerfully consider a gift to 
St. Nicholas Church in the spirit of 
love. Please think about what you can 
manage without undue burden to 
your family.  Your donation can be 
split between two years to ease the 
financial commitment now. Our 
needs will definitely continue past 
this renovation. 

 

This work is part of a greater goal to leave our children 
without debt and with a church building that has been 
upgraded/updated to last another 100 years. If we 
raise over our target amount (and what a blessing that 
would be!), we will put the money in reserves for 
other capital needs of the church which we are 
identifying now. Upgrading the boiler, for instance, is a 
significant near-future requirement. 

 

The building improvements honor our 
founders and are our gift to future 

generations of St. Nicholas families. 
Together, great things can be 

accomplished. 

 

The Lou Dolhy  

Thermometer 

$37K 



 

Renovations of this magnitude take the combined effort 

of many people, on the ground and in the air! Next 

week, we will update our progress and list all of the 

volunteers who so willingly share their time and talent 

and who are making this transformation a reality.  



UPDATE ON THE SENIOR HOME IN SLOVAKIA  

We want to relay to all you very 

generous contributors that with 

the cooperation and guidance of 

Mayor Livia Kovalcikova, 

Monika Kormanikova & Mrs. 

Zavacka, our lifelines in 

Jarabina,  

 Eight (8) brand new hospital 

beds have been purchased for 

the Senior Home 

 PLUS a brand new 

wheelchair (donated by the 

company from which the beds 

were purchased), 

 plus a new hot water heater 

(a need that couldn't wait).  
 

Ms. Kovalcikova & Mrs. 

Zavacka went through the 

necessary process of obtaining 

three "bids/prices" for the beds 

and then the purchase was 

made. We can't express 

adequately enough to you how  

appreciative and excited the 

administrators and clients at the senior home are about your kind generosity. We continue to hope and ask that 

you continue to support this effort so that the other eight (8) beds can be purchased in a like manner so that all 

clients in the facility are comfortable and safe.  
 

Those interested in donating can make a donation online at gofund.me/seniorsinslovakia 
 

SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER, 2015 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

13 

10:00 am Liturgy 

 Children Blessing 

 Sept. 11
th
 

Remembrance 

 Moleben for  

John Salony 

 Board Mtg 

 Jr. ACRY Mtg 

Team: BQE 

14 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ecclesiastical 

New Year 

15 

 

 

 
 

 

Painting of 

the Church 

16 17 

 

 

 
 
 

Painting of 

the Church 

18 

 
 

 

Zachariah & 

Elizabeth  - 

parents of John 

the Baptist 

19 

 

 
 

 

 

Painting of 

the Church 

20  
Appreciation and 

Welcome Luncheon 

 

21  
Birth of the 

Theotokos 

22 23 24 25 26 

27  
Cross Elevation 

Team Kitchen 

Cousins 

28 29 30 OCT 1 2 3 

4 Traffic Alert:  
MS Bike Tour 

DIY Coffee Hour 

5 6 7 8 9 10 



11 
Children Choir 
Rehearsal 

Team Koneval 

12 13 14 
Protection 

of Mother 

of God 

15 16 17 

18 

Altar Society Mtg. 

Team Slovakia & 

Poland  

19 20 21 22 23 24  
Kids to meet 
with Bishop 

Gregory 
 25  

90
th

 Anniversary 

Celebration 

Banquet 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

NOV 1  
Traffic Alert: NYC 

Marathon 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8  
Jr. ACRY Event 

A Team 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

 

15 
Cookie Walk 

KICK-OFF  

Team Black & 

White 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
Cookie 

Walk 

Baking Day 

at the Stacks 

22 Cookie Walk 

Dough Making/ 

Rolling Day 

Team TriState 

23 24 25 26 
 

 

Thanksgiving 

27 28  
 
Nativity Fast 

Begins 

29 Cookie Walk 

Dough Making 

Jr ACRY Rehearsal 

for Caroling 

30 DEC 1 2 3 4 5  
Cookie 

Walk Dough 

Making 

6 Hall Decoration 

Dough Preparation 

Team Slovakia & 

Poland 

7 8 
 

Baking - 

Evening 

9 
 

Baking – 

All Day 

10 
 

Baking – All 

Day 

11 
 

Baking – am 

Plating - pm 

12  
Cookie 

Walk 

11 - 5 

13 
Cookie Walk 

Noon – 3 

DIY Coffee Hour in 

Hall #2 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
St. Nicholas 

Christmas 

Caroling, JR 

ACRY 

20 St. Nicholas 

Day Luncheon 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
DIY Coffee Hour 

28 29 30 31 JAN 1 2 

 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924   Large Parking Area  718-748-4860 



 

ST. NICHOLAS of MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 

288 East 10th Street 

New York, New York 10009 

212-254-6685 

 

 

90th Anniversary Journal Order Form 
 

 

Full Page Sponsor      -     $100   Quarter Page Sponsor       -        $40 

     

Half Page Sponsor       -    $ 60   Business Card Sponsor      -       $25 

     

 (CHECKS ARE TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO:   ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA CHURCH 

 

DEADLINE FOR AD PLACEMENT IS SEPTEMBER 15. 

 

 

Option 1:  Fill in the information below and return it in the self-addressed, stamped envelope with your check.  

You will receive confirmation via phone or e-mail. 

 

YOUR NAME:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

YOUR ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

YOUR TELEPHONE # AND E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________  

 

YOUR CHURCH AFFILIATION:  ______________________________________________ 

 

YOUR SPONSORSHIP SIZE/PRICE:  _____________________________________________ 

 

YOUR MESSAGE:  (Use back of sheet if you need more room). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 2:   

E-mail all the necessary information outlined in Option 1 to Justina Chobor Ryan at:  

justina@justinaryandesign.com.   You would then have to send your check through the mail so Option 2 

requires two steps.   

 

You can also direct all questions to Justina at her e-mail address or telephone her directly at 973-476-0024. 

 


