
 

O who loves Nicholas the Saintly   O kto kto Nikolaja l’ubit 

O who serves Nicholas the Saintly  O kto kto Nikolaja služit 

Him will Nicholas receive  Tomu svajatyj Nikolaj 

And give help in time of need  Na vsjakij čas pomahaj 

Holy Father Nicholas  Nikolaj, Nikolaj 
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Martyr Sozon of Cilicia 

Epistle: 2 Cor 6:1-10          Gospel: Matt 25:14-30        Tone: 7      Troparion & Kontakion: pg 47 

 

 

With gladness and joy, we welcome  

Rev. Fr. William Bennett as he celebrates his first 

service at St. Nicholas Church today. 
 

The Altar Society will be hosting a special luncheon 

today to show our appreciation to Fr. Alexandre for 

his dedication and service to St. Nicholas Church and 

to welcome Fr. William and Pani Ileana to 10
th

 Street. 

Please plan to join us on this special occasion. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE PRAYERS FOR:  John 

Beskid, Debbie Blue, Walter Bubniak, Ernie Canovas, 

Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Mary Fackovec, Ann 

Gaydos, Justine Gidicsin, Magdalena Ilanovska, Neil 

Ingenito, Helen Karpiak, Deacon Michael Kozar, 

Anna Mamrillova, Holly Marchak, Sean Merriam, 

Olga Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, John Salony, 

Toni Sikoryak, Miroslav Strenk, Miron Timoshuk, 

Peter Tymus, Lorraina Vira, Victoria Vislocky and 

Mary Zizik. Contact Kim to add or remove names: 

k.busel@att.net.  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish Danielle Stack Hofmann, Slavomir 

Kormanik, Dawn Krzyzanowski, Catherine Rael, Jan 

Kindja and Sarah Jeane Campbell many happy and 

blessed years! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Mnohaja i Blahaja L'ita 

Let us all wish John & Lucy Ceselka and James & 

Dodi Gidicsin many happy and blessed years! 
 

 

Dear Father Alexandre, 

Slava Isusu Christu! Slava na viki! 

On behalf of the parishioners of St. Nicholas Church, 
the officers and trustees wish to extend our warm and 
sincere thanks to you and your family in appreciation 
of your dedicated service to our parish over the past 
year and a half. God blessed our parish by sending you 
to us during uncertain times and your warm and loving 
demeanor became a calming influence.  

Father Alex, it is obvious that you truly love being a 
priest and that love manifests itself in your devotion to 
the Orthodox faith and the deep concern you show for 
your fellow man. You are an inspiration for what it 
means to live a Christian life and the bar you have set 
for the rest of us to follow is certainly high. We are 
forever in your debt and are all the better for having 
had you in our midst. 

Fortunately, we know that the strong relationship that 
we have built together will endure. You will always be 
part of the St. Nicholas family in our hearts, in our 
minds and in our prayers. We congratulate you on 
your impending elevation to Protopresbyter and may 
God continue to bless you and your family in your 
future endeavors. 

Mnohaja l’ita! Many blessed years! 

With love in Christ, 

The Officers and Trustees of St. Nicholas Church   

mailto:k.busel@att.net


 

 

 

My Dear Fathers & Mothers, Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Slava Isusu Christu! 
 

Greetings to all of you, with all the love we can give! 
 

There is a quote from a 20th Century Saint of the Church who found herself paying the ultimate cost 

for her faith and her efforts. They are words very near and dear to my heart: 

 

“Only someone who is in love has the right to call themselves a human being.” 

-Mother Maria of Paris, 1891-1945 

 

These words have a depth to them that are only matched by the scriptures, because they are the 

words of eternal truth. In the world today, there exists the idea that you can be a human being 

without even trying; Mother Maria throws away this idea, and we should too. She is giving us Jesus 

Christ’s teaching, that we are made in the image and likeness of our God, and our God IS love; 

therefore, we must love God and one another to be the human beings we were created to be. This 

love takes effort. This love takes time. This love takes faithfulness, praying for one another, making 

sure that not a single day goes by where we allow our bodies and our souls to wander away from our 

God and from our love for one another. 
 

It is a privilege and an honor to have been given the opportunity to be your Priest and Pani for so 

long as the Lord God ordains. You have given us a home here, and for that we are so grateful! We 

have already seen your kindness and your love and we pray you will continue to give that to us, as 

we will give our kindness and our love to you. 
 

Now, let us grow as a parish family to greater and greater heights! It is already a parish family with 

such a rich history! God has blessed and protected this family for many years and next month, we 

will celebrate our history once more with our 90th anniversary celebration. We ask God to continue 

to bless this family, giving us cause to celebrate together for many happy and blessed years! 
 

We want to extend a special thank you to Father and Pani Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh and their 

children for all their hard work and dedication to the St. Nicholas faithful these past years. Thank 

you to His Grace, our Bishop Gregory, to the Very Rev. Andrew Fetchina, my Dean, to the Board to 

Trustees and Parish Officers, to Paul Sikoryak, Robert Zizik, Nicholas Timko, to Kim Busel and the 

St. Nicholas Altar Society, and to all of you, the St. Nicholas Parish faithful, for assisting us in our 

transition and receiving us as your new Priest and Pani. May God continue to bless all of you for 

many joy-filled years! 
 

With Love in Christ, your Priest and Pani, 

 

Father William & Pani Ileana Bennett 

Nikolai & Charlie 
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The Lou Dolhy  

Thermometer 

$40K 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Father Alexandre 

gave a special 

blessing to the 

children and to our 

college bound 

students. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Currently, Liturgy is being held in the Main Hall while construction and painting takes place 

in the Sanctuary and choir loft. As such, phone “dial-in” service is out of commission until we complete the 

renovation. We will let you know when it resumes. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS:  

 Renovations continue in preparation for the 90th 

anniversary celebration; once painting is complete, 

the installation of new carpeting will take place 

within the next few weeks. 

 The board approved badly needed roof repairs which 

will will stop leaks above the priest's apartment and 

other areas. The generous support of the President's 

Appeal has enabled us to fund these vital repairs. 
 

DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN DONORS 

PROGRAM 

The American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

invites you to become a part of the Distinguished 

Diocesan Donors Program. A program that has steadily 

grown over the years to nearly 800 donors. Collectively, 

our generous donors have made an enormous impact 

providing over $2.5 million dollars to the ministries and 

apostolates of our Dicoese.
 

If you have become a Distinguished Donor we invite 

you to attend our Distinguished Diocesan Donor 

dinners at Snuffy's in Fanwood NJ on Sunday 

October 25th at 4pm. You will hear about the 

accomplishments of our diocese through your 

generous support.  Thank you again for your much 

needed generosity! 
 

 

 

FOOD DRIVE: St. Nicholas Church collects food year round. Please remember that there 

are many food-insecure neighbors that can use our help. Thank you for your donation to this 

worthy cause! The non-perishable food collection container is in #2 Hall 
 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S APPEAL Update 

We are ever so grateful for the outpouring of love and support 

for the President’s Appeal. As you can see, we are at 80% of 

our goal. With these donations, we have now been able to 

make necessary repairs to the roof this week. But, we are not 

done yet. Please consider making a donation if you haven’t 

done so already. Our needs are great but our determination to 

upgrade our beautiful church for the next generation is even 

greater. Just look at the faces up above. They are our 

motivation.  
 

The Renovation Work Crew is listed on the next page along with a few pictures from this week. 

The crew was soaring to new heights  on Thursday. These dedicated men deserve our gratitude and 

appreciation for the back breaking work they have accomplished. 
 

Renovation Work Schedule: 
Sept. 22nd   – Tuesday Evening 
Sept. 24th – Thursday Evening 
Sept. 26th – Saturday, all day 
(tentative) 
We need your help! Please 
see Robert Stack or Paul 
Sikoryak. Final preparations 
before the carpet gets 
installed, week of Sept. 27th 
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RENOVATION WORK CREW 
Robert Stack        Paul Sikoryak 

 

John Busel 

Milan Derevjanik 

Maroš Derevjanik 

Michal Derevjanik  (Firer) 

Michal Derevjanik (s lany) 

Jan Gajdoš 

Christian Ganfalean 

John Gidicsin Jr 

Charles Honara 

Bogdan Horbal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Hubka 

John Kania 

Nicholas Kania 

Jan Kindja 

Jan Kormanik 

John Kormanik 

Michael Kormanik 

Vasil Kormanik 

Luboš Matlak 

Nik Rael 

Vasil Rusinak 

Mikulaš Saloň 

Ondrej Sikorjak 

Andrew Timko 

Paul Tymus 

Michael Tymus 

James Vislocky 

Richard Vislocky 

Robert Zizik 



The Martyr Sozon, a native of 

Lykaonia, was a shepherd. He 

read the Holy Scriptures 

attentively, and he loved to 

share his knowledge with the 

shepherds who gathered 

together with him. He brought 

many to the faith in Christ and 

to Baptism and is considered a 

shepherd of men.  

In a vision , he was shown of his martyrdom for 

Christ. This was in the time of Maximium, a cruel 

emperor who took pleasure in persecuting Christians 

in the nearby city of Pompeiopolis.  In that city, a 

golden idol stood in a pagan temple.  
 

Inspired by his vision, St Sozon went into the pagan 

temple.  Using his shepherd's crook, he struck the 

hand of the idol and broke it off. He then took the 

golden hand and broke it into many pieces and 

distributed the gold into as many of the hands of the 

poor as he could.The missing hand of the idol caused 

an uproar and commotion in the city. Many were 

under suspicion, and were subjected to interrogation 

and torture.  
 

Not wanting to be the cause of suffering for other 

people, St Sozon went to the emperor Maximian (284-

305) and declared that it was he who broke the hand of 

the idol.  “I did this,” he said, “so that you might see 

the lack of power of your god, which offered me no 

resistance. It is not a god, but a deaf and dumb idol. I 

wanted to smash it all into pieces, so that people 

would no longer worship the work of men’s hands.”  

The emperor in a fitful rage commanded that St Sozon 

be tortured mercilessly until St Sozon finally gave up 

his soul. By decree of the emperor, slaves lit a fire to 

burn the body of the martyr, but suddenly lightning 

flashed, it thundered loudly, and rain poured down 

over the fire.  
 

Christians took the body of the martyr by night and 

buried it. A church was built later in memory of the 

sufferings of the holy martyr. The year was 304. 
 

O Martyr Sozon,  

you pledged your life to God,  Enduring the contest 

and becoming a sharer in Christ’s passion. Save 

from temptation those who cry to you: “Glory to him 

who strengthened you!  

Glory to him who crowned you!  

Glory to him who through you works  

healing for all!” 

 

 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 

OF THE THEOTOKOS – 

September 21 

September 14
th

 was the start of 

the Liturgical calendar. 

Together, the Great Feasts 

serve to tell us the story of the 

Incarnation, which has its 

climax in the centre of the year 

with the celebration of the 

“Feast of Feasts” – Pascha. It is  

therefore fitting that the first Great Feast of the Church 

year, which begins in September, is that of the Nativity 

of the Theotokos. The feast of the Nativity of the 

Theotokos, therefore is a glorification of the miracle of 

Mary's birth, a celebration as well of the very first 

preparation of the salvation of the world. 

 

The early life of Mary, the Mother of God, up to the 

occasion of the Annunciation is described in the 

ancient Protoevangelium of James. Hymnography and 

iconography for the feasts celebrating Mary’s 

conception, birth, and dedication to the Temple as a 

child, all borrow from this early (c. 2nd century) 

account. It recounts the story of Joachim and Anna, 

faithful servants to God, who were childless. One day, 

when Joachim came to the temple to make an offering, 

he was turned away by the High Priest who chastised 

him for his lack of children. To hide his shame, 

Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among the 

shepherds. 
  

As Joachim and Anna were praying, an angel appeared 

to both of them and announced that Anna would have a 

child whose name would be known throughout the 

world. Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the 

Lord. Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna 

bore a daughter, Mary. Thus, Mary was of royal birth 

by her father and of priestly birth by her mother. In 

this, Mary foreshadowed Christ who would be born of 

her as King and High Priest. 

 

 

Your birth, O Theotokos,  

brought joy to the whole world,  

for from you dawned  

the sun of righteousness, Christ our God.  

Freeing us from the curse,  

He gave us His blessings.  

Abolishing death,  

He granted us eternal life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE ON THE SENIOR HOME 

IN SLOVAKIA  

Evelyn Kormanik and Justina Chobor 
Ryan are pleased to report that a recent 
$1,000 donation made it possible to 
purchase an additional bed, raising the 
total to 9. There are still seven more 
beds desperately needed and other 
items on the “wish list” so that all of the 
seniors are comfortable and safe.  
 
In total, nearly $9,500 has been raised 
to date. We cannot express adequately 
enough to you how appreciative and 
excited the administrators and clients at 
the senior home are about your kind 
generosity. We continue to hope and 
ask that you continue to support this 
effort. See 
www.gofund.me/seniorsinslovakia    
for more details and making on online 
donation. Thank you! 

JUNIOR ACRY UPDATE 

The Junior ACRY held its first meeting of the year last Sunday. New 

officers were elected and plans were discussed for the coming year, 

which is sure to be busy and fun! Please see the schedule below. All 

children are invited to attend upcoming meetings and activities, which 

will be posted in the Weekly Bulletin, and parent help and support is 

always welcome!  
 

The newly elected officers are:  

President -- Julia Timko 

Vice President -- Gabriela Gajdos 

Recording Secretary -- Olga Horbal 

Corresponding Secretary -- Julia Clemente 

Junior Advisors -- Christina Ioukliaevskikh and Justine Timko 
 

TENTATIVE JR ACRY CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER  

27 Choir Rehearsal after Liturgy, children (and interested adults!) 

should have a quick bite at Coffee Hour and then go up to Choir Loft 
 

OCTOBER  

4, 11, 18 CHOIR REHEARSAL AFTER CHURCH 

24  (Saturday afternoon) KIDS TO MEET WITH BISHOP  

25  90th ANNIVERSARY BANQUET -girls/women to sing, see Helen 

Gajdos if your child is interested 
 

NOVEMBER 

6–8 ENCOUNTER WEEKEND hosted by our Jr ACRY Chapter -

please encourage your child to attend – -registration details to come   -

please consider volunteering!!! -please lend us your air mattresses 

15  Dough-making at church 

22  Cookie Walk Prep 

29  Cookie Walk Prep/Rehearsal for Christmas Caroling  
 

DECEMBER 

6  Cookie Walk Prep – Decorating the Main Hall 

12 - 13 COOKIE WALK 

19  Christmas Caroling (Saturday) 

20  St Nicholas Day Luncheon (Sunday) 
 

JANUARY           FEBRUARY                             MARCH 
24 Ice Skating       TBD Bingo -please help             4 – 6  Woodloch  

                              us collect gifts for all ages          Weekend*** 

MAY [Start thinking Camp plans so that bus arrangements can be made]*** 

8  Mothers’ Day – Talent Show??? 

27-30  Bowling Tournament (in Georgia) 
 

*** = please consider helping Justine to organize these projects 

 

TRAFFIC ALERTS 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR PAPER 

TOWEL TUBES  

for the Cookie Walk 
  

We need about 100 

tubes in total and 

appreciate all that 

have been brought 

in so far. We have  

a clear bag in the kitchen for all of 

the paper towel tubes. Thanks for 

your help.  

 

SEPT. 27
th

  

Tunnel 2Towers Run 

The race starts in  

Brooklyn on the  

Gowanus approach and through the 

Brooklyn Battery Tunnel.  

 
 

                  OCT. 4
th

   

                  Bike MS NYC 

Bike riders experience Manhattan 

traffic-free via the FDR, Harlem 

River Drive and the West Side 

Highway. For drivers, it can be a 

tough commute into the city. The 

100-mile route also travels through 

the five boroughs and heads upstate.  
 

NOV. 1
st
    

NYC MARATHON  

Tight security protocol  

for the race has limited access to 

a list of road closures/times. 

There will be updates as we get 

closer to the event. 
 

http://www.gofund.me/seniorsinslovakia


SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER, 2015 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

20  
Appreciation and 

Welcome Luncheon 

 

21  
Birth of the 

Theotokos 

22 23 24 25 26 

27  
Cross Elevation 

Team Kitchen Cousins 

28 29 30 OCT 1 2 3 

4 Traffic Alert:  
MS Bike Tour 

DIY Coffee Hour 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 Children Choir 
Rehearsal 
Team Koneval 

12 13 14 Protection 

of Mother of 

God 

15 16 17 

18  

Altar Society Mtg  

Slovakia & Poland  

19 20 21 22 23 24 Kids mtg 

with Bishop 

Gregory 
 25  

90
th

 Anniversary 

Celebration Banquet 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

NOV 1  
Traffic Alert: NYC 

Marathon 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 Jr. ACRY Event 
A Team 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

 
15Cookie Walk 

KICK-OFF Event 
Team Black & White 

16 17 18 19 20 21CW 

Baking Day 

at the Stacks 

22 CW Dough Day 

Team TriState 

23 24 25 26 
Thanksgiving 

27 28 Nativity 

Fast Begins 

29 CW Dough Day 

Jr ACRY Rehearsal for 

Caroling 

30 DEC 1 2 3 4 5  
CW Dough 

Day 

6 Hall Decoration 

Dough Preparation 

Slovakia & Poland 

7 8 
Baking - 

Evening 

9 
Baking – All 

Day 

10 
Baking – All 

Day 

11 
Baking – am 

Plating - pm 

12  
Cookie Walk 

11 - 5 

13 COOKIE WALK 
Noon – 3 

DIY Coffee Hour  

14 15 16 17 18 19Christmas 

Caroling, JR 

ACRY 
20 St. Nicholas Day 

Luncheon 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 DIY Coffee Hour 28 29 30 31 JAN 1 2 
 

TRZASKA FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. – Licensed Funeral Director & Owner 

Services available whenever and wherever needed 

1275 - 65
th

 St (Corner of 13
th

 Ave),  

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219 

Family Owned & Operated since 1924   Large Parking Area  718-748-4860 


