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CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

CHRISTOS VOSKRESE! VOISTINU VOSKRESE!





  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

           April 12, 2026 

Protocol No. 6/2026                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          PASCHA ARCHPASTORAL LETTER     

To the Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, and Faithful (Young and Old) of 
our God-Protected Diocese: 

 CHRIST IS RISEN!                                  INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

 CHRISTOS VOSKRES!                    VOISTINNU VOSKRESE! 

 CHRISTOS ANESTI!          ALITHOS ANESTI!    

“Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,  
and to those in the tombs bestowing life." 

 Today I greet you with great love and joy in the Name of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ 
following His glorious Resurrection. On Great and Holy Pascha, we behold the triumph of Christ, as He rose 
from death to life, from darkness of the tomb into the Light. With the Resurrection of Christ, all Creation is 
filled with a new Light of life and joy. On this Feast of Feasts, this Holy Day of Holy Days, we all proclaim the 
only truth that matters, the Truth that Christ is Risen! 

 We gather together as family and friends, in joy and in love, celebrating the presence of the Risen Lord 
in our midst, and singing with one voice the triumphant hymn "Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by 
death, and to those in the tombs bestowing life." 

 This day of the Resurrection marks the beginning of an explosion of joy that comes immediately after 
the spiritually intense period of Great Lent and Holy Week. This beautiful hymn captures in three verses the 
fundamental message of the Feast of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is a message of victory, of 
love, and of hope in everlasting life. On this day, and throughout the Paschal season over the next forty days, we 
proclaim this message of victory, love, and hope together in song through this beautiful hymn at the beginning 
of every divine service in our Church. This hymn, simple in form yet deep in power, is worthy of study as we 
seek to fully understand its meaning 

 The first verse of this hymn expresses the reality of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, "Christ is risen 
from the dead." This reality of the Resurrection has been a distinguishing feature of Christianity from the 
beginning. St. Paul expresses this idea to the Corinthians "If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins" (I Corinthians 15:17). He declares unequivocally that Christ has been raised from the 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 



  

 

dead, that He appeared after His resurrection to as many as five hundred people at one time, most of whom were 
still alive when St. Paul was writing. (I Corinthians 15:6). The reassuring words of this Epistle continue to 
provide us with their intended effect, which is that our faith in Christ is not futile at all and that, because of the 
reality of His Resurrection, we are no longer held captive to our sins. 

 The second verse of the Paschal hymn explains to us the extraordinary manner by which Christ 
conquered death’s dominion over us once and for all: "Trampling death by death." When Jesus was crucified, 
He took on the sins of all humanity and suffered the intensity of which remains truly incomprehensible to us as 
human beings. This demonstrates the unending love of our God, Who took on human flesh and Who died on a 
Cross for our salvation. By submitting Himself to death, Christ not only annihilated sin but also death. The final 
defeat of the archenemy death could not happen but only through death itself, not an ordinary death however, 
but the death of God who became man. 

 The third and final verse reveals the very essence of the feast, for it encapsulates the full consequence of 
Christ’s Resurrection from the dead: "And to those in the tombs bestowing life." To all of us on this day then, 
this is a day of promise and of hope for life everlasting with Him. This last verse reiterates the message that St. 
Paul was communicating to the Romans when he wrote that as Christians we are dead to sin but alive in Christ: 
"We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4). This is the message of our Orthodox 
Christian faith which we celebrate on this day, and indeed every day of our lives here on Earth.  It is a message 
that proclaims our ultimate victory over all forces of darkness that attempt to impede our progress on the road to 
salvation and  eternal life with Jesus Christ. 

 It is in this spirit that our repeated singing of this beautiful triumphant hymn for 40 days will enable us 
to come closer and closer toward understanding the power of its message: 

CHRIST IS RISEN!                                  INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

  May  the Clergy and Laity, Friends and Supporters of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Diocese experience the love, joy, and excitement of the early followers of Christ when they first saw Him after 
His Resurrection. Christ is Risen! 

Working in the Risen Lord’s Vineyard with much love, 

 

+Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa 

 
 
 To be read as the sermon in all churches of the Diocese at the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the 
Resurrection of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ! 
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ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

SUNDAY, APRIL 12th, 2026: GREAT & HOLY PASCHA

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  Troparia: p 101-104 (Pascha)

PASCHA is the Feast of feasts, the Joy of joys, the Celebration of celebrations. Pascha, or Passover (in 
Hebrew, “Pesach”), is the culmination of everything God has been preparing us for throughout the scriptures. 
In Egypt, Death passed over those marked with the blood of the lamb, freeing those who were captive there and 
bringing them to Himself. Now the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, sheds His Blood for the forgiveness of sins and 
for live everlasting. In His life-giving Death, He descended into Hades and broke the bonds of those held 
captive, rendering Hell itself helpless. Through Christ’s rising on the Third Day and taking up His Own life, 
Death now passes over to become the path to eternal life. Now all who live in Christ, who bind ourselves to Him 
and die to the world, experience the joys of paradise even now. Through even our own death, we become bound 
to God Himself and eternal life. In that spirit, we say with all joy: “Christ is Risen!” And we affirm and 
celebrate “Indeed He is Risen!”

THE ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will be leading Divine Liturgy once again! If you would like to participate, 
please come up to the choir loft and join us. May God grant to our director Nick Timko and to all the members 
many blessed years! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!

REMINDER: THERE IS NO KNEELING IN CHURCH SERVICES UNTIL THE 
KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST IN 50 DAYS, FOR CHRIST IS RISEN!



HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy 
for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like 
to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. William.

HOLY FESTAL ANOINTING (MIROVANIJE) & BLESSED BREAD will 
be offered after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors. May God grant you 
all many happy & blessed years!


BLESSING OF PASCHAL BASKETS, in addition to Saturday night’s 
blessing, will take place following Divine Liturgy.

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING DESSERTS! After Divine Liturgy, we look 
forward to a simple (yet awesome) dessert table supplied by…you. With 
desserts on a disposable tray or dish, cut and ready to go for the table, we can 
go downstairs, eat, enjoy, and go home with little to no clean-up. Join us!

WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS: Classes will resume on April 19th, Thomas 
Sunday after Divine Liturgy for Catechumens, inquirers, and any desiring 
faithful.


WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: 
Classes will resume on April 19th, Thomas Sunday. Fr. William meets weekly 
with students in the evening online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session 
with an activity and a lesson.


PIROHI STILL FOR SALE! Thank you to our parish volunteers who came 
together to make pirohi a few weeks ago; see Magda or Helen to make a 
purchase today!


DURING THAT WEEK:

BRIGHT  MONDAY, APRIL 13th - DIVINE LITURGY @ 9 AM, with 
Four-Gospels Procession, to follow.



BRIGHT  TUESDAY, APRIL 14th - DIVINE LITURGY @ 9 AM


BRIGHT  SATURDAY, APRIL 18th - CARNEGIE PRACTICE @ 11 AM

	 	 	 	 	    - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM

____________________________________________


SUN. APRIL 19th, 2026: THOMAS SUNDAY
Epistle: Acts 5:12-20 Gospel: John 20:19-31  Troparia: p 109-110 (Thomas)


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy 
for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like 
to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. William.


HOLY FESTAL ANOINTING (MIROVANIJE) & BLESSED BREAD will 
be offered after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors. May God grant you 
all many happy & blessed years!


MANY YEARS!

Special welcome to the newest 

Catechumen Salvatore! 

Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

PALM SUNDAY

Photos from last week’s 

celebration of our Lord’s 
Entrance into Jerusalem, 

marking the beginning of Holy 
Week, our march to Pascha.



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ARTOS BREAD: All week long, like 
the Risen Lord, the Artos bread that was blessed at the end of 
Resurrection Matins remained with us in the Church. At holy 
anointing after Liturgy, it will be distributed as the antidoron, or 
ofera, the blessed bread for all faithful and visitors to take.


PANACHIDA will take place for the handmaiden of God +Mary 
Zizik, offered by son Bob & Deborah Zizik as an 8th Anniversary 
Remembrance. May her memory be eternal! Christos Voskrese!


WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS, TO FOLLOW


WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

@ 7 PM

BLESSING OF GRAVES will take place at Mt. Olivet Cemetery following church services. All are specially 
invited to come out for this joyful announcement to those in the tombs that Christ is Risen!


DURING THAT WEEK:

MONDAY, APRIL 20th - THURS, APRIL 23rd: CLERGY CONVOCATION @ CAMP NAZ, PA

_______________________________________________________________


SUNDAY, APRIL 26th: THE HOLY MYRRHBEARERS, 
RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA 


& RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS
9 AM DIVINE LITURGY! Divine Liturgy will begin a half-hour earlier than usual.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant 
Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a 
Liturgy, please see Fr. William.

THE VENERATION HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine 
L i t u r g y for all faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed 

years!


BAPTISM of the child of God Luke Timko, son of Andrew & 
Erin Timko will take place after Divine services. May God 
grant to him many happy & blessed years!


MUSIC PERFORMANCE CONCERT will take place 
afterward at St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church on 15th 

Street. This is a prelude to the concert at Carnegie Hall on May 27th. 
________________________________________________________________


LEFT: Mankind fell by the fruit of the tree; and now, by the Tree of the Cross 
and the life-giving Death of our Lord, Christ our God in His own flesh becomes 

the First-Fruits of the Harvest, the means of salvation for us all and life everlasting!

PASKA & KOLAČ BAKING

Thank you to all our lovely volunteers 

who came and gave so much of their time 
on Lazarus Saturday to bake Paska & 

Kolač for the parish. 

Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!



PASCHAL SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

Acts 4 :1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, 2 until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had 

given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 4 And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He 
said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”


GOSPEL

Jn 1 :1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 

was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him 
might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light 
which gives light to every man coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This 
was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ” 16 And of 
His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ.


_________________________________________


“And the Word was made Flesh. He has now entered openly upon the declaration of the Incarnation. For 
he plainly sets forth that the Only-Begotten became and is called son of man; for this and nought else 

does his saying that the Word was made Flesh signify: for it is as though he said more nakedly The Word 
was made Man. And in thus speaking he introduces again to us nought strange or unwonted, seeing that 
the Divine Scripture ofttimes calls the whole creature by the name of flesh alone, as in the prophet Joel: I 
will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh. ”  - St. Cyril of Alexandria


*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com





http://www.catena.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS:
CONGRATULATIONS TO READER ALEXANDER! AJ will be traveling 
to the country of Georgia as part of Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) Real 
Break from May 19-29. It is an opportunity for college students “to travel to 
engage in the life of the Orthodox Church abroad, working alongside ministries, 
monasteries, parishes, and local communities in each host location.” May God 
be with him and all those traveling with him!

________________________________________________________________

“Dear Fr. William, Board of Trustees, St. Nicholas Parishioners and Friends,


Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

Christos Voskrese!  Voistinu Voskrese!

Христос воскрес! Воистину воскресе!

Kriste Aghdga!  Cheshmaritad Aghdga! (In Georgian)


I would like to share with everyone that I will be travelling with the Orthodox 
Christian Fellow Real Break to the Republic of Georgia from May 19th, 26 - May 29th, 26.  This Pilgrimage to 
Georgia is an incredible opportunity to serve, worship and experience the history of the Georgian Orthodox 
Church and the rich culture of the Georgian people.


I humbly ask to keep me and my fellow OCF Students in your prayers for a safe trip, a fruitful and blessed 
experience.  Upon my return I look forward to sharing my experiences with all of you.


Thank you for your generosity in helping me support this endeavor.


Love in Christ,

Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh”
_________________________________________________________________________________________

CHILDREN’S BOOKS COLLECTION: Please bring in any children’s books you may have to share! These 
will be distributed this year; stay tuned for any updates.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FEEDING PROGRAMS AT HENRY STREET 
SETTLEMENT! With the help and arrangement of our parish outreach coordinator Julian Madey, we are 
collecting food donations, at times even preparing some of the fresh food items and delivering them warm. The 
parish will continue to make a dedicated push, please look to purchase something extra on your next grocery 
trip and bring it to our food collection area in the #2 Hall!


LIGHTLY-USED OR NEW CLOTHING DONATIONS are being considered for St. Olga’s Closet, a 
generous program that seeks to provide seminarians and their families with clothing options.




ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony 
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Paul Dolhy, Stephanie Downes, Mary 
Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, 
Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena 
Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly 
Marchak, Mary Mateja, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick 
Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav 
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, 
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, 
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS:
Joseph Amodeo		 Victoria	 Hill		 Andrew Craig

Grace Carmody		 Samuel Striž		 Ramon Castillo						  	
Anthony Albarran	 Nicholas Pannes	 Salvatore Ambrosino				


DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte			 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly				 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick			 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Priest Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, & Ignatios 
Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, Daniel, Sienna 
and the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Luca Gradassi, John McAusland, Mary Seewald, Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh, John Gidicsin, Michele 
Munich, Magdalena Matlak, & Erin Timko! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For the Newly-Catechized Servant of God Salvatore. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Servant of God Paul Dolhy, for his Health & Salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Handmaid of God Abigail Petrik, for her Health & Salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Newly-Departed Handmaiden of God +Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

For the Newly-Departed Handmaiden of God +Tatiana Mačikova. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!


HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!


mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


APR - JUNE 2026    *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

APR 12

GREAT & HOLY PASCHA!

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

Blessing of Baskets

13

BRIGHT


MONDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

14

BRIGHT


TUESDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

15

*No Services

16 17 18

Carnegie Choir 

Practice @ 11 AM

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

APR 19

THOMAS SUNDAY


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-


Panachida for +Mary Zizik

-


Blessing of Graves

20

Clergy 

Convocation 
@ Camp 
Nazareth

21

Clergy 

Convocation 
@ Camp 
Nazareth

22

Clergy 

Convocation 

@ Camp 
Nazareth


-

*No Services

23

Clergy 

Convocation 

@ Camp 
Nazareth

24 25

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

APR 26

MYRRH-BEARING 

WOMEN

Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM


-

Baptism of Luke Timko

27
 28
 29

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

30 MAY 1 2

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

MAY 3

SUNDAY OF THE 

PARALYTIC

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

4 5

Vespers & 

Liturgy

@ 6 PM


6

FEAST OF ST. 

GEORGE
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

7

Camp 

Nazareth 
Senior 
Retreat

8 9

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

MAY 10

SUNDAY OF THE 

SAMARITAN WOMAN

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Mother’s Day Blessings

11 12 13

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

14 15 16

First Holy 


Confessions

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 17

SUNDAY OF THE 


BLIND MAN

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

First Holy Confession 

Celebration

18 19 20

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy

@ 6 PM

21

FEAST OF 

ASCEN-
SION

22 23

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


MAY 24

SUNDAY OF THE 


FATHERS OF THE FIRST 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Panachida for +Christina 

Markovic

-


Parastas for +Parents, 
Brother Vasil, Mikulas 

Ceselka

25

Memorial 

Day

26 27

CARPATHO-

RUSYN 
RHAPSODY 
CONCERT


-

*No Services

28 29 30

+ALL SOULS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 31

FEAST OF PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

THE KNEELING PRAYERS

JUNE 1

SPIRIT


MONDAY

Divine 

Liturgy

@ 9 AM

2

SPIRIT


TUESDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

3

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

4 5 6

*No Services

JUNE 7

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

8

Apostles’ 

Fast Begins

9 10

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

11 12 13

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 14

SUNDAY OF SAINTS OF 

CARPATHO-RUS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

15 16 17

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

18 19 20

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM



CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRISTOS VOSKRESE! INDEED HE IS RISEN! VOISTINU VOSKRESE!


WITH SPECIAL THANKS FOR YOUR PASCHAL DONATIONS
ITEM DONATED BY FOR

14 Decorated Candles 

on Main Altar Stephanie Salony In Memory of Parents +Anna & Michael Salony

6 Main Altar Candles Charles J. Honora In Memory of Parents +Charles & Helen Honara

And Brother Steven

Triple Bar Cross of Votives 
(Lord’s Side) Zizik & Fornazor Families

In Memory of Grandparents 

+M/M Peter Ceselka

Triple Bar Cross of Votives 
(Theotokos Side)

Bob & Debbie Zizik In Memory of Parents +Frank & Mary Zizik, Paul 
Tymus, and Uncle John & Aunt Helen Fornazor

2 Large Side Altar Candles 
(Christ in Garden) Eva Gajdos For the Health of Family

2 Large Side Altar Candles 
(Baptism of Christ) Eva Gajdos In Memory of +Family

Nativity Vigil Light, 

Side Altar Lillian Benc In Memory of Husband +Andrey Benc

Resurrection Vigil Light, 

Side Altar Lillian Benc In Memory of +Benc, Bulko, & Kramer Families

Sacramental Wine Baba & Grandpa Tymus For the Health of Granddaughter Stella

Festive Oil Iveta Halama
For the Health of all Parishioners of 


St. Nicholas Church

4 Vigil Lights, 

Top of Round Votive Stands

M/M John McAusland, 

Andrew & Michael

In Memory of Father +Andrey Benc and Grandparents 
+Nicholas & Justina Bulko & Ksenia Benc

Eternal Lamp, 

Center of Church

M/M John McAusland, 

Andrew & Michael

For the Health of Mother Lillian & for the Benc 

& Bulko Family

Charcoal
Daniell Stack, Katelynn, Madelynn, & 

Matthew
For the Health of the Stack, Salony, & Tymus Families, 

& in Memory of +Baba & Dido Salony

Altar Boy Candles Bob Madey In Memory of Father +Robert Madey

Incense Bob Madey
In Memory of Grandparents +Salim, Catherine, 


Ilya, & Dora
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Christ is Risen!


When Christ first rose from the tomb and appeared to His disciples and the myrrh-bearing women, He greeted them with 
the word "Rejoice!". And then later when He appeared to the Apostles His first words were "Peace be unto you!"; peace, 
because their confusion was very great - the Lord had died. It seemed as though all hope had perished for the victory of 
God over human wickedness, for the victory of good over evil. It would seem that life itself had been slain and light had 
faded. All that remained for the disciples who had believed in Christ, in life, in love, was to go on existing, for they could 
no longer live. Having tasted eternal life they were now condemned to expect cruel persecution and death at the hands of 
Christ's enemies. "Peace be unto you", proclaimed Christ. "I have arisen, I am alive, I am with you, and henceforth 
nothing - neither death nor persecution - will ever separate us or deprive you of eternal life, the victory of God". And then, 
having convinced them of His physical resurrection, having restored their peace and an unshakable certainty of faith, 
Christ uttered words which may in the present age sound menacing and frightening to many, "As the Father sent Me, so I 
send you". Only a few hours after Christ's death on the cross, not long after the fearful night in Gethsemane, the betrayal 
by Judas when Christ had been taken by His enemies, condemned to death, led out beyond the city walls and died on the 
cross, these words sounded menacing. And it was only faith, the conquering certainty that Christ had risen, that God had 
conquered, that the Church had become an invincible force that transformed these words into words of hope and 
triumphant God-speed.


And the disciples went out to preach; nothing could stop them. Twelve men confronted the Roman empire. Twelve 
defenceless men, twelve men without legal rights were out to preach the simplest message, that divine love had entered the 
world and that they were willing to give their lives for the sake of this love, in order that others might believe and come to 
life, and that a new life might begin for others through their death. [I Cor. IV :9-13]


Death was indeed granted them; there is not a single apostle except St. John the Divine who did not die a martyr's death. 
Death was granted them, and persecution and suffering and a cross (II Cor. VI: 3-14).


But faith, faith in Christ, in God Incarnate, faith in Christ crucified and risen, faith in Christ who brought unquenchable 
love into the world, has triumphed. "Our faith which has conquered the world is the victory.”


This preaching changed the attitude of man to man; every person became precious in the eyes of another. The destiny of 
the world was widened and deepened; it burst the bounds of earth and united earth to heaven. And now we Christians, in 
the words of a western preacher, in the person of Jesus Christ, have become the people to whom God has committed the 
care of other people; that they should believe in themselves because God believes in us; that they should hope for all 
things because God puts His hope in us; that they should be able to carry our victorious faith through the furnace of 
horror, trials, hatred and persecution - that faith which has already conquered the world, in the faith in Christ, God 
crucified and risen.


So let us also stand up for this faith. Let us proclaim it fearlessly, let us teach it to our children, let us bring them to the 
sacraments of the Church which, even before they can understand it, unite them with God and plant eternal life in them.


All of us, sooner or later, will stand before the judgment of God and will have to answer whether we were able to love the 
whole world - believers and unbelievers, the good and the bad - with the sacrificial, crucified, all-conquering love with 
which God loves us. May the Lord give us invincible courage, triumphant faith, joyful love in order that the kingdom for 
which God became man should be established, that we should truly become godly, that our earth should indeed become 
heaven where love, triumphant love lives and reigns. Christ is risen!


