
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st, 2025: Venerable Patapius of Thebes
Epistle: Colossians 1:12-18   Gospel: Luke 17:12-19   Troparia: p 89-90 (Tone 3)

THE VENERABLE PATAPIUS was born into a pious Christian family. When he grew into adulthood, he went 
into the Egyptian desert and became known for his ascetic deeds. Though he wished to live in silence, people 
sought him out for his advice and counsel. He offered rest and hospitality to every tired pilgrim who came his 
way. He had such a gift of healing that he became sought continuously for this as well, for his treatment, his 
touch, and his prayers. After a life adorned with virtue and miracles, Saint Patapius fell asleep in the Lord and 
was buried in the church of St. John the Baptist. Venerable father Patapius, pray to God for us!

CHRISMATION of the servant of God Xavier Muenzen will take place before Divine Liturgy, approximately 
one half hour before Divine Liturgy. Come early to pray and attend. May God grant to Xavier many blessed 
years in the faith!

ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will lead the responses for Divine Liturgy.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

ST. NICHOLAS DAY PRAYERS will be offered at the end of Divine Liturgy, where faithful are specially 
invited to kneel together in asking St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, patron of this parish, for his intercession and 
assistance, followed by the customary singing of “O Kto Kto”. Holy Father Nicholas, pray to God for us!

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



ST. NICHOLAS DAY FOOD, MUSIC, & FUN! 
Following Liturgy, we invite families to stay for a joyful, 
child-focused celebration in honor of St. Nicholas, with 
festive food, Christmas carols, musical chairs, and a visit 
from St. Nicholas. There is no set charge; a suggested 
donation of $10 per adult/$20 per family may be placed in 
the basket to help offset expenses. 

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS @ 7 PM! Students will meet in the evening next 
week online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with 
an activity and a lesson. Fr. William emails an invitation 
with a link to all student families just beforehand. If you 
did not receive that invitation, please contact Fr. William 
to be added to the list.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

100th JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY BOOKS!
CHURCH MEMBERS:  If you did not yet obtain your member book from last weekend, it is available for 
pickup in the Church Office.

YOU CAN PURCHASE A COPY! - $40 EACH (POST-EVENT PRICE): Non-members or those wishing 
to purchase an additional Jubilee Book may also do so at the Church Office, by card, cash, or check. Those 
wishing to purchase from a distance may also do so, plus shipping and handling. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DURING THE WEEK 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24th - *NO SERVICES 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28th
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

THE NATIVITY FAST CONTINUES! As we continue through the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord by 
fasting from foods, use this time to slow things down, to fast even more from sin, and give special attention to 
your daily prayers to God while creating more time with Him and reflection. 

SCHEDULE YOUR CONFESSION: Make time for Holy Confession with Fr. William. There can be no 
growth in the Orthodox Faith without Confession, and it is necessary for your membership in God’s Holy 
Church. These past couple years have been difficult to maintain participation together but the Church is open 
and the time is now. Father will be available before every Divine Liturgy, you can come early, or at Saturday 
Vespers services.

LAST WEEK: THE 2025 COOKIE WALK
Glory to God for all our parish family and friends 

who came together to make this a reality.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE 

Col 1 :12 Giving thanks to the Father who has 
qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has 
delivered us from the power of darkness and  
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  
16 For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers. All things were created through Him and 
for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the 
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

_____________________________________ 

GOSPEL 

Lk 17 :12 Then as He entered a certain 
village, there met Him ten men who 

were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And 
they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said 
to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it 
was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And 
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and 
fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. 
And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and 
said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the 
nine?  18 Were there not any found who returned to 
give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And He 
said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made 
you well.” 

*Commentary taken from  
Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“F or he himself has bound the strong man 
and stolen his goods, that is, humanity 

itself, whom our enemy had abused in every evil 
activity. God has created “vessels fit for the 
Master’s use,” that is, us who have been perfected 
for every work through the preparation of that 
part of us which is in our own control. Thus we 
gained our approach to the Father through him, 
being translated from “the power of darkness to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light." 

-St. Basil the Great 

“And He is the head of the body, the Church. 
Then having spoken of His dignity, he 

afterwards speaks of His love to man also. He is, 
says he, the Head of the body, the Church.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“F rom this one may learn that nothing 
prevents a man from living in a manner 

pleasing to God, not even if he belongs to a 
despised race, if only he has a good will and 
disposition. For behold, ten lepers met Jesus as 
He was about to enter a certain city. They met 
Him outside the city, for those who were 
considered unclean were not permitted to go into 
the city. They stood afar off, as if ashamed of 
their supposed uncleanness, and did not dare to 
draw near, thinking that Jesus abhorred them as 
did the others. They lifted up their voices and 
made supplication. By physical location they 
were standing afar off, but in their supplication 
they were near. For the Lord is nigh unto all that 
call upon Him in truth (Ps. 144:19).” 

-St. Cyril of Alexandria 
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, 
Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Joseph Amodeo Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Xavier Muenzen Anthony Albarran

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas 
Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many 
more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Rebecca Clemente, Mary Ann Bulko, & Christina Bankovic! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For Servant of God Xavier Muenzen, preparing for Holy Chrismation this day. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

“HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!”

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

DEC ’25 - JAN ’26   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

DEC 21
Chrismation of Xavier

-
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
St. Nicholas Church Choir

-
ST. NICHOLAS DAY 

CELEBRATION

22 23 24
*No Services 

25 26 27
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

DEC 28
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

29 30 31
Vespers, Meal, 

& Saints
@ 6:30 PM

JAN 1 2 3
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

JAN 4
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for +Michael & 

Anna Salony

5 6
Royal Hours 

@ 9 AM
-

Nativity Eve 
Vigil @ 7 PM, 

Holy Night 
Supper, to follow

7
NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD

Divine Liturgy 
@ 9:30 AM

-
Vespers, Meal, 

& Saints
@ 6:30 PM

8
SYNAXIS OF 

THE 
THEOTOKOS

9 10
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

JAN 10
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

11 12 13
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

14
FEAST OF THE 
CIRCUMCISION 
OF THE LORD/
ST. BASIL THE 

GREAT

15 16
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM
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