
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28th, 2025: Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11  Gospel: Luke 14:16-24   Troparia: p 91-2 (Tone 4), p 189-190 (Forefathers)

THE HOLY FOREFATHERS are celebrated in the Church on the 2nd Sunday before the Nativity, honoring 
those who came before the birth of Jesus Christ. They conversed with the Lord and entered into salvation 
history as they prepared a way for the Son of God to come into the world. God gave His Word to them that He 
would come down and dwell with His people. For a great many of them, from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the 
Kings David and Solomon, Christ would be their direct descendants by blood. We can refer to the genealogies 
listed in the Gospels of Matthew (1:1-17) & Luke (3:23-38) for the parentage of Jesus Christ. The Kondak of 
the day comes from the Three Holy Youths (Ch. 3). This is another celebration done in anticipation of Christ’s 
life, as Christ was revealed in that same fiery furnace. Holy Forefathers, intercede for us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS will continue after Liturgy today in the Church, before going downstairs.

DIY COFFEE HOUR will take the place of the usual coffee hour team. Thank you to ALL our teams and our 
weekly volunteers who make our fellowship after Liturgy possible. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM! Students will meet in the evening 
online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson.

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



DURING THE WEEK 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31st - DAILY VESPERS, MEAL, & THE SAINTS @ 6:30 PM 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3rd - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, JANUARY 4th
VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

PANACHIDA will be celebrated for the servants of God +Michael (24 yrs) & Anna Vislocky Salony (13 yrs), 
offered by daughters Merka, Helenka, & Stephanie as an anniversary remembrance. May their memory be 
eternal! Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!

A CHURCH HYMNS CLASS W/ PANI ILEANA will take place in the choir loft at the end of coffee hour, 
the first for the next three Sundays. This is perfect for anyone wanting to better learn the church’s carols and 
hymns. All are welcome!

THE NATIVITY FAST CONTINUES! As we continue through the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord by 
fasting from foods, use this time to slow things down, to fast even more from sin, and give special attention to 
your daily prayers to God while creating more time with Him and reflection. 

SCHEDULE YOUR CONFESSION: Make time for Holy Confession with Fr. William. There can be no 
growth in the Orthodox Faith without Confession, and it is necessary for your membership in God’s Holy 
Church. Father will be available before every Divine Liturgy, you can come early, or at Saturday Vespers 
services.
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THERE IS STILL TIME TO SPONSOR NATIVITY ITEMS! 
Every year, we make a list of ‘donatable’ items towards our Nativity celebration and we list them and their 

intentions. That list is in the office and still has lots of room. Make a donation today!

14 Decorated Altar Candles
6 Main Altar Candles
Triple Bar Cross (Lord’s Side)
Triple Bar Cross (Virgin Mary’s Side)
2 Large Side Altar Candles (Right)
2 Large Side Altar Candles (Left)
Vigil Light (Nativity)
Vigil Light (Pascha)

Sacramental Wine
Festive Oil
4 Red Vigil Lights (Vigil Stands)
Eternal Lamp
Charcoal
Altar Boys Candles
Incense

LAST WEEK:
God grant many happy & blessed 

years to the Newly-Chrismated 
servant of God Xavier Zachary!

Member copies are still 
available in the Church 
office, additional copies 

available for $40
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE 

Col 3 :4 When Christ who is our life appears, 
then you also will appear with Him 
in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your 

members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,  
which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath 
of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in 
which you yourselves once walked when you lived in 
them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all 
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, since you have put off the old man with his 
deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

_____________________________________ 

GOSPEL 

Lk 14 :16 Then He said to him, “A certain 
man gave a great supper and invited 

many, 17 and sent his servant at 
supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, 
for all things are now ready.’ 18 But they all with 
one accord began to make excuses. The first said to 
him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go 
and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19 And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
am going to test them. I ask you to have me 
excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So that servant came 
and reported these things to his master. Then the 
master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, 
‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in here the poor and the maimed 
and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, 
‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there 
is room.’ 23 Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled. 24 For I say to you that none of those men who 
were invited shall taste my supper.’ ” 

*Commentary taken from  
Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“Does Paul write as though these things were 
in us? There is no contradiction. It is 

similar to one who has scoured a statue that was 
filthy, recast it, and displayed it new and bright, 
explaining that the rust was eaten off and 
destroyed. Yet he recommends diligence in 
clearing away the future rust. He does not 
contradict himself, for it is not that rust which he 
scoured off that he recommends should be 
cleared away but that which grew afterwards. 
So it is not that former putting to death he speaks 
of here, nor those fornications, but those which 
afterward grow.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“And he sent his servant at supper time. Who 
is this servant? The Son of God, Who 

assumed the form a servant and became man, 
and as a man is said to have been sent forth. 
Notice how He did not say "a servant," but 
instead, using the definite article, the servant [of 
his.] Christ is the One and only Servant Who in 
His human nature was perfectly obedient and 
pleasing to God.” 

-St. Theophylact of Ochrid 

“T he rulers of the Jews were rejected, and 
not one of them believed in Christ. And 

they even boasted of their malice, saying, Have 
any of the rulers believed on Him? [Jn. 7:48] 
Therefore these students of the law and scribes, 
as the prophet says, became foolish and fell from 
grace. But the simple from among the Jews are 
likened to the halt, the blind, and the maimed. It 
is the foolish of this world, the lowly, who were 
called.” 

-St. Theophylact of Ochrid 
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, 
Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Joseph Amodeo Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  

Anthony Albarran

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas 
Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many 
more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Stacey Petricha! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Newly-Chrismated Servant of God Xavier Muenzen. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For all of our travelers this season, for their safety and salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

“HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!”

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

DEC ’25 - JAN ’26   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

DEC 28
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

29 30 31
Vespers, Meal, 

& Saints
@ 6:30 PM

JAN 1 2 3
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

JAN 4
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for +Michael 

& Anna Salony
-

Church Hymns Practice 
w/ Pani Ileana (1/3)

5 6
Royal Hours 

@ 9 AM
-

Chrismation of 
Christopher,
Nativity Eve 

Vigil @ 7 PM, 
Holy Night 

Supper

7
NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD

Divine Liturgy 
@ 9:30 AM

-
Vespers, Meal, 

& Saints
@ 6:30 PM

8
SYNAXIS OF 
THE HOLY 

THEOTOKOS

9 10
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

JAN 11
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for +Mary & 
John, John Jr., & Joseph 

Kmech
-

Church Hymns Practice 
w/ Pani Ileana (2/3)

12 13 14
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

15
FEAST OF THE 
CIRCUMCISION 
OF THE LORD/
ST. BASIL THE 

GREAT

16 17
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

JAN 18
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Church Hymns Practice 

w/ Pani Ileana (3/3)
-

Theophany Vigil w/ 
Blessing of Water @ 6 PM

19
THEOPHANY 

OF OUR 
LORD

Divine Liturgy 
@ 9:30 AM

20
SYNAXIS OF 

ST. JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

21
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

22 23 24
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM
-

Krojova Zabava 
Celebration

@ 8 PM
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