
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th, 2025: Great Martyr Katherine
Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-19   Gospel: Luke 13:10-17   Troparia: p 85-6 (Tone 1)

THE GREAT MARTYR KATHERINE lived in the 4th Century in the Roman Empire during the open 
persecutions of Christianity. She was the daughter of the governor of Alexandria, Egypt, greatly educated, and 
considered to be the most brilliant and desirable in her time. She told her parents she would only enter into 
marriage with someone who surpasses her in nobility, wealth, comeliness, and wisdom. Her mother was secretly 
a Christian and sent her to her own spiritual father outside the city for advice, who informed her of the Lord 
God, unequaled in all the qualities she sought. She immediately turned to a life of prayer and was Baptized. She 
eventually gave her life in extraordinary martyrdom, blessing the conversion of over 200 others before her 
death, including an imperial courtier and the Empress Augusta. Holy Martyr Katherine, pray to God for us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly coffee hour teams.

COOKIE WALK DECORATING & DOUGH ROLLING: Come and participate! See the announcements…

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM! Students will meet in the evening 
next week online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William emails an 

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



invitation with a link to all student families just beforehand. If you did not receive that invitation, please contact 
Fr. William to be added to the list.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

100th JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY BOOKS!
CHURCH MEMBERS: If you did not yet obtain your member book from last weekend, it 
is available for pickup in the Church Office.

YOU CAN PURCHASE A COPY! - $40 EACH (POST-EVENT PRICE): Non-
members  or those wishing to  purchase an additional Jubilee Book may also do so at the 
Church Office, by card, cash, or check. Those wishing to purchase from a distance may also 
do so, plus shipping and handling. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DURING THE WEEK 
MONDAY, DEC. 8th - FRIDAY, DEC. 12th - COOKIE WALK BAKING WEEK! 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10th - *NO SERVICES 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13th  - COOKIE WALK @ 11 AM - 4 PM 
                   - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th
BAPTISM of the child of God Basil Fontanez will take place before Divine Liturgy, approximately one half 
hour before Divine Liturgy. Come early to pray and attend. God bless Basil, his parents, and his Godparents!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

ST. NICHOLAS COOKIE WALK: 12 - 3 PM There will be no formal coffee hour; all are 
invited to come and participate in the Cookie Walk! You will be able to purchase a box at the desk 
once you arrive downstairs and to go around and fill your box. God bless all of our laborers in this 
parish for all the time, talent, and treasure that we given to make this joyful and accomplishing 
event possible.

THE NATIVITY FAST CONTINUES! As we travel through the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord by fasting 
from foods, use this time to slow things down, to fast even more from sin, and give special attention to your 
daily prayers to God while creating more time with Him and reflection. 

SCHEDULE YOUR CONFESSION: Make time for Holy Confession with Fr. William. There can be no 
growth in the Orthodox Faith without Confession, and it is necessary for your membership in God’s Holy 
Church. These past couple years have been difficult to maintain participation together but the Church is open 
and the time is now. Father will be available before every Divine Liturgy, you can come early, or at Saturday 
Vespers services.

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



Saturday 
Dec. 13th   
11am - 4pm  

Sunday  
Dec. 14th  
12pm - 3pm 

www.stnicholascookiewalk.com  

ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
288 E. 10th Street (Avenue A) New York, NY  

COOKIES! 
(fresh baked by us)  
75,000+ cookies 

You fill an empty box 
with your favorites from 
100 varieties to start!!   

$25 and $45  

CLAUS! 
       (Santa, that is) 

Take a picture with 
Santa in our photo 

booth complete with 
funny props  

Just $5  

CRAFTS! 
(family fun)  

Kids 10 and under can 
make a delicious craft in 

our Little Elves Bakery  
& Workshop 

Free! 

Cookie Walk  
2025 

St. Nicholas 
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COOKIE WALK 2025
IT’S HERE! Today starts the last week leading up to CW 2025, Dec 13 & 14th. Some 

important notes:

WE MADE IT! – we have tens of thousands of cookies prepped and ready to bake with 
many more to do this upcoming baking week. Thank you to everyone that stayed and 
rolled doughs these past weeks and weekends. We really appreciate you.

LAST DAY TO TURN IN PRE-ORDERS! Please give your completed PreOrder 
form and payment to Lorraine Medvecky. Many thanks to our dedicated team who will 
be packing all of the pre-orders once again, this time all-day Saturday from the main 
floor. Be sure to get them in no later than today so we can know what’s ahead for us to 
do. Please note, we will not be able to fill boxes before opening, due to the high 

number of varieties and limited tables and manpower. We will, however, ensure you have time during the day to 
fill your own boxes.

TODAY’S TASKS/ACTIVITIES:
1. It’s Hall Decorating Day! We are turning our hall into a Cookie Wonderland. Please stay and help 

us as we empty boxes, cut ribbons, hang decorations, set up our areas and have fun. All hands are 
needed!

2. Dough Rolling! We still need your help getting the last of our doughs done and ready. Stick around and 
join in!

3. Book Reading! A brand new Cookie Walk children’s book debuts today! Tiffany will unveil the 
masterpiece and Kathy Matlak, as “Gloriana Gumdrop”, will do a reading.

BAKING WEEK IS HERE (Dec. 8–12) Please take a moment now to check your calendar—we warmly invite 
you to join us for the final push. No experience needed. Sign up at https://signup.com/go/tBuLGwr or see 
Bogdan or John Busel. Multiple-shift help is especially appreciated.

BAKING WEEK MEALS will be provided on Monday through Friday, with a lunch and a little dinner. Thank 
you to those who donated towards our meals so we can feed one another during this hard work.

VOLUNTEER FOR COOKIE WALK WEEKEND (Dec. 13–14) To volunteer, sign up online (link above) or 
add your name to the sheet in the Main Hall. If we know you’re coming, we can place you right away; if not, 
you may have to wait for an opening, as space—especially on the stage—is limited. Please sign up as soon as 
possible and let Kim know. Thank you!

WE’RE IN THE FINAL STRETCH - Please ask yourself, How can I help? Or ask Helenka or Kim—we’ll 
help you find the perfect spot.

AND FINALLY, THANK YOU to those who are working hard and contributing whole batches of cookies on 
their own! To Merka Stack, Helenka Tymus, Ivette & Tiffany Canjura, Anna Salony, Diane Vislocky, Vesela 
Stojanov, Bob Zizik, Doreen Clemente, Ann Vislocky.

https://signup.com/go/tBuLGwr
St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



JOIN THE ADVENT GIVING CHALLENGE! 
In addition to the practice of the fast the church gives us, we are called to practice generosity in the pursuit of perfecting 
our love for one another and seeing all as being a gift from God, especially we approach the Birth of our Lord. Find a 

way to contribute EACH DAY, bringing any monetary and food donations at the end of the week to the Church. All 
contributions presently go towards supporting the food program of the Henry Street Settlement. Thank you to Tiffany 
Canjura for helping to set this up and to our Outreach Coordinator Julian Madey for coordinating our support of the 

settlement. Glory to God for whatever you can do!
______________________________

100th JUBILEE CANDIDS! MORE TO COME…
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE 

Eph 5 :8 For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all 

goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them 
in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest 
by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore 
He says: “Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, 
And Christ will give you light.” 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

GOSPEL 

Lk 13 :10 Now He was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there 
was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity 

eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no 
way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He 
called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from 
your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and 
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 14 But 
the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because 
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the 
crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; 
therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath 
day.” 15 The Lord then answered him and 
said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose 
his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water 
it? 16 So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be 
loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” 17 And when He said 
these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the 
multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by 
Him. 

*Commentary taken from  
Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“T his is the eternal adjustment of 
the vision, which is able to see the 

eternal light, since like loves like; and 
that which is holy, loves that from 
which holiness proceeds, which has 
appropriately been termed light. "Once 
ye were darkness, now are ye light in 
the Lord." 

-St. Cyril of Alexandria 

“H e had said, you are light. Now 
the light reproves by exposing 

the things which take place in the 
darkness. So that if you, says he, are 
virtuous, and conspicuous, the wicked 
will be unable to lie hidden. For just as 
when a candle is set, all are brought to 
light, and the thief cannot enter; so if 
your light shine, the wicked being 
discovered shall be caught. So then it is 
our duty to expose them. 

-St. John Chrysostom 

““ But he says that you are loosed 
from your infirmity, and she is 

loosed.” Well, do you not also unloose 
your belt on the sabbath? … Did she 
that very day begin weaving or 
working at the loom? No, he says that 
she was made straight. The healing 
was a labor. No, you are not angry 
because of the sabbath. Since you see 
Christ honored and worshiped as God, 
you are frantic, choked with rage, and 
waste away with envy. You have one 
thing concealed in your heart and 
profess and make pretext of another. 
For this reason you are most excellently 
convicted by the Lord, who knows your 
vain reasoning. You receive the title 
that fits you, being called hypocrite, 
pretender, and insincere. 

-St. Ambrose of Milan 
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, 
Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Joseph Amodeo Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Xavier Muenzen Anthony Albarran

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas 
Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many 
more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Abigail Petrik! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For all the laborers of our parish family. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Departed Handmaid of God +Maria Vislocky as a 54th Anniversary Remembrance. Vičnaja Jemu Pamjat!

“HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!”

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

DEC ’25 - JAN ’26   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

DEC 7
BAKING WEEK

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

Decorating & Dough Rolling!

8
BAKING 
WEEK
Sign up 
online!

9
BAKING 
WEEK
Sign up 
online!

10
BAKING 
WEEK
Sign up 
online!

(No Services)

11
BAKING 
WEEK
Sign up 
online!

12
BAKING 
WEEK
Sign up 
online!

13
COOKIE WALK
11 AM to 4 PM

-
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

DEC 14
Baptism of Basil Fontanez

-
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
COOKIE WALK
12 PM to 3 PM

15 16 17
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

18
Festal 

Vespers & 
Liturgy 
@ 6 PM

19
FEAST OF 

ST. NICHOLAS

20
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

DEC 21
Chrismation of Xavier

-
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
St. Nicholas Church Choir

-
ST. NICHOLAS LUNCHEON

22 23 24
*No Services 

25 26 27
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

DEC 28
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

29 30 31
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

JAN 1 2 3
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH 
288 E. 10th Street (Avenue A) East Village  

      COOKIE WALK ORDER FORM 
                                    

Holiday  
Takeout Box                x  $25 =     $                
 
 
White Box   
w/ ribbon                    x  $45 =     $ 

 
          
                              TOTAL DUE (cash or check accepted) $                   
   Check made payable to St. Nicholas Church Altar Society 
            

           Your Name:  

           Phone or Email:  

           St. Nicholas Contact:  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER. ENJOY YOUR COOKIES! 

 

Cookie Walk 
2025  

St. Nicholas 

For the St. Nicholas Contact:  
Please give completed order forms to Lorraine Medvecky  
 
All advanced cookie orders must be received by Sunday, Dec 7th! 
 
Cookies will be available for you to pick-up on Sat. Dec 13th or Sun. 
Dec 14th in #2 Hall. 

Dec 13 & 14th 

QTY 

QTY 

www.stnicholascookiewalk.com  
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