
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1st, 2026: Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15  Gospel: Luke 18:10-14   Troparia: p 85-86 (Tone 1), p 143 (Pub. & Phar.)

THE SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN & THE PHARISEE is the next important step on the way to Great Lent. 
In this Parable, as with many, Christ presents two figures: the Pharisee, who receives the best places at the 
feasts, presents himself at the front, proclaiming to God his fasting and his deeds; and the Publican, who says 
little and does little, instead repenting from a life of sin by simply beating his breast and crying out “Lord, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.” Would that we were like the Publican in this moment, KNOWING that we are sinful 
and in need of God’s mercy; instead, we compare ourselves to our brothers and sisters like the Pharisee did and 
think ourselves in greater esteem. In reflection of this: O Lord, save us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

“MUFFIN MORNING” COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy. Please bring 
some of your favorite muffins to share!

TELOS PROJECT PARISH ACTIVITY will take place during coffee hour! We are joined 
today by special guest Abigail Dean, traveling to us this weekend to work with our Telo Young 
Adult Team here at the parish. The parish-wide activity will begin after coffee hour begins; 
please remain and plan to participate! The Telos Project coaches young adults to develop 
lifelong faith in and through their parish - for themselves and their peers. 

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!

Abigail Dean



WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Students will meet in the evening 
online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William sends out an invitation 
to all parish families with students by email just ahead of time. If you do not receive that invitation and would 
like to, please contact Fr. William immediately.

DURING THE WEEK: 
HOME BLESSING SEASON! - Fr. William will be reaching out throughout this season to arrange home 

blessings. If you have not been visited before, please contact Fr. William 
directly to possibly be added to this year’s list: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4th - *NO SERVICES 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

IOCC SPECIAL COLLECTION! Next Week, in honor of IOCC’s annual 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” on Super Bowl Sunday, there will be a special 
collection taken up following the sermon to benefit the feeding programs at 
Henry Street Settlement, who currently receives our week-to-week food 
donations. Also, please bring in non-perishable food items for the food bin! 
God bless all you can do!

PARASTAS will take place after Divine Liturgy for the servants of God +Mr. & Mrs. John Benyo, Jr. offered 
by daughter Pat Sikoryak & Family, daughter Ann Vislocky & Family, and for departed members of the 
+Kormanik & Gidicsin Families, offered by family members. May their memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jim 
Pamjat!

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL MEETING will take place following Divine Liturgy. A reminder to please make 
sure all church members have their sacramental and financial affairs in order. See you there!

May God grant many years to our Zabava organizers! 
Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH 

LOCATED AT 288 EAST 10TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10009 

The regular Annual Meeting of the St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church will be held on Sunday, February 8, 
2026, at the regular Church Meeting Hall after Church services. 

In addition to the regular, old and any new business, election of Church Officers and Trustees will also be 
held. 

The outgoing Officers are: 
PRESIDENT – PAUL SIKORYAK 
VICE PRESIDENT – JAN GAJDOS 
TREASURER – RICH VISLOCKY 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – MAGDA MATLAK 
RECORDING SECRETARY – DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 

   
The outgoing Trustees are: 

JAN GAJDOS 
DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 
LORRIANE MEDVECKY 
MATTHEW STACK 

Should you want to run for office or wish to nominate someone, it must be a week before the meeting.  A 
Nominations Committee consisting of Bogdan Horbal, Magda Matlak, Tanya McAusland and Dawn 
Krzyzanowski has been established.  If you are interested in running or nominating someone for the above 
referenced positions, contact the Committee as soon as possible. 

In preparation of the upcoming meeting, the board wanted the parish to be aware of some of the topics 
which will be brought up for discussion. 

- Church carpeting/flooring 
- #2 Hall refresh 
- Office refresh 

If you have additional topics, you would like discussed please submit them to the church office by Sunday, 
February 1, 2026. 

Respectively Submitted, 
                                                                 Dawn Krzyzanowski 

Recording Secretary 

Reminder: Please square away the needs of your church membership ahead of the annual meeting;  
If sacramentally, with Fr. William; if financially, with the Church Office. 

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

2 Tim 3 :10 But you have 
carefully followed 
my doctrine, manner 

of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, 
perseverance,  11 persecutions, afflictions, 
which happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I 
endured. And out of them all the Lord 
delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire 
to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution. 13 But evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you 
must continue in the things which you 
have learned and been assured of, 
knowing from whom you have 
learned them,  15 and that from childhood 
you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

GOSPEL

Lk 18 :10 “Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
You that I am not like other men—
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I 
possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, 
standing afar off, would not so much as 
raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & 
Commentaries: www.catena.com 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“T here are two things that disquiet a teacher, the 
number of heretics, and men's wanting fortitude to 

endure sufferings. And yet he has said much about these, 
that such always have been, and always will be, and no 
age will be free from them, and that they will not be able to 
injure us, and that in the world there are vessels of gold 
and of silver. You see how he proceeds to discourse about 
his afflictions, which came upon me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, at Lystra. Why has he selected these instances 
out of many? Because the rest was known to Timothy, and 
these perhaps were new events, and he does not mention 
the former ones, for he is not enumerating them 
particularly, for he is not actuated by ambition or 
vainglory, but he recounts them for the consolation of his 
disciple, not from ostentation. 

“F or he who knows the Scriptures as he ought is not 
offended at anything that happens. He endures all 

things patiently, referring them partly to faith and to the 
incomprehensible nature of the divine dispensation, and 
partly knowing reasons for them and finding examples in 
the Scriptures…. 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“I n the case of that Pharisee who was praying, the 
things he said were true. Since he was saying them 

out of pride and the tax collector was telling his sins with 
humility, the confession of sins of the last was more 
pleasing to God than the acknowledgment of the 
almsgiving of the first. It is more difficult to confess one’s 
sins than one’s righteousness. 

-St. Ephrem the Syrian 

“S ee the extent of (the publican’s) humility, faith and 
self-reproach. See the utter abasement of his 

thoughts and feelings, and, at the same time, contrition of 
heart mingled with this publican’s prayer. When he went 
up into the Temple to pray for the remission of his sins, he 
brought with him good advocates before God: unashamed 
faith, un-condemned self-reproach, contrition of heart that 
is not despised and humility that exalts. 

-St. Gregory Palamas 

http://www.catena.com
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BIBLE STORIES 
Prophet Elijah on Mt. Carmel 

1 Kings 18 :20 So (King) Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the 
prophets together on Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came to all the people, 
and said,  “How long will you falter between two opinions? If 

the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal (the idol god), follow him.” But the people answered him not 
a word.  

22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men. 23 Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for 
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay  it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the 
other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” So all the people 
answered and said, “It is well spoken.”… 

26 So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But  there was no voice; no one answered. 
Then they leaped about the altar which they had made. 27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them and said, “Cry  aloud, for he  is  a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a 
journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.”…But there was no voice; no one answered, 
no one paid attention… 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.”  

So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord  that was broken down. 31 And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had 
come, saying,  “Israel shall be your name.”… 33 And 
he  put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and 
laid  it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with 
water, and  pour  it  on the burnt sacrifice and on the 
wood.”…35 So the water ran all around the altar; and he 
also filled the trench with water. 

36 And it came to pass, at  the time of  the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near 
and said, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it 
be known this day that You  are  God in Israel and 
I am Your servant…hear me, that this people may know 
that You  are  the  Lord  God.…” 38 Then  the fire of 
the Lord  fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the 
water that was in the trench. 39 Now when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!” 

(This lesson is taken from the Post-Confession Sunday School Class)

At the miracle on Mt. Carmel, God 
responded to the humble prayer of 

Elijah and the people were given yet 
another reminder that our God is the 
Lord. It reminds us to have humility 
before God, above all, much like the 

Publican in today’s Gospel.
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, 
Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Joseph Amodeo Anthony Albarran Nicholas Pannes Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Andrew Craig Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Alexander & Blaire Zarynow

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and 
for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Patricia Wan & Paul Krzyzanowski! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the members of Telos Project in our parish and for visiting Telos Coach Abigail Dean. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the departed servant of God +John Salony as a 37th Anniversary Remembrance. Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

FEB 2026              *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

FEB 1
PUBLICAN/PHARISEE

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

“MUFFIN MORNING” 
Community Coffee Hour

-
TELOS PROJECT 

ACTIVITY

2 3 4
*No Services

5 6 7
*No Services

(Home Blessings)

FEB 8
PRODIGAL SON

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

St. Nicholas Choir Day
-

Parastas +Mr/Mrs John 
Benyo Jr, Kormanik & 

Gidicsin Families
-

ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING

9 10 11
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

12
FEAST OF THE 
THREE HOLY 
HIERARCHS

13 14
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM
-

*No Vespers
(Home Blessings)

FEB 15
LAST JUDGMENT/
MEETING OF THE 

LORD IN THE TEMPLE
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Blessing of Candles

16 17 18
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

19 20 21
*No Services

(Home Blessings)
-

Diocesan Pani 
Retreat (Online)

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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