
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15th, 2026: Sunday of the Last Judgment/
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple

Epistle: 1 Cor 8:8-9:2  Gospel: Mt 25:31-46  Troparia: p 89-90 (Tone 3), p 145-7 (Judgment), p 218-9 (Feast)

SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT is a parabolic glimpse at the Last Day from our Lord in the Gospel of 
St. Matthew. Christ speaks to two groups of people: one referred to as sheep, the other as goats. Sheep and 
goats both serve a noble purpose on their own merit but in this example, the difference in their inheritance 
couldn’t be more stark. The sheep show themselves to be obedient and considerate to our Lord and “even the 
least" of their brethren; feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and 
the imprisoned. The goats, who struggle against any shepherd, fail to do the same and, to their bewilderment, 
fail to see how they failed their Lord. So much does our Lord identify with His children, that whatever happens 
to them happens to Him. O Lord, save us!

———————————————————————
FEAST OF THE MEETING OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE is our recognition of another humbling by 
our God: the Law-Giver submitting to the Law. It was decreed that every child would be brought to the Temple 
forty days after birth, sacrifices offered, and submitted to Mosaic Law. Upon this Presentation to the Temple, 
our Lord is met by Symeon the Elder; long before, Symeon was informed by an angel that because of his 
mistranslation concerning the prophecy of the Virgin Birth (translating ‘young woman’ instead of ‘virgin’), he 
would live to see the prophecy fulfilled. Old and failing, Symeon recognized the child immediately and cried out 
the words we sing in every Vespers Service: “Now let Your servant depart in peace, O Master, according to Your 
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all people, a light of 
revelation for the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel” (Lk 2.29–32). O Lord, save us!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



BLESSING & OATH OF OFFICE OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES will take place 
following the reading of the Holy Gospel. May God bless the members of our 
parish board and grant them many happy & blessed years!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian 
faithful who are prepared.

BLESSING OF CANDLES will take place following the Divine Liturgy. All are 
welcome to bring candles from home to be blessed!

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered 
after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy.

PANACHIDA will take place after Divine Liturgy for the handmaiden of God 
+Christina Markovic, offered by daughter Christina Bankovic. May her memory be 
eternal! Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS will continue after Liturgy today in the 
Church, before going downstairs.

COFFEE HOUR will take place downstairs following services. A special thank 
you to everyone who makes it possible have coffee hour without fail, especially to 
our teams and Sunday regulars.

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Students will meet in the evening 
online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson.

DURING THE WEEK: 
HOME BLESSING SEASON! - Fr. William will continue to reach out this year to arrange home blessings, 

moving to Sundays through Great Lent in order to attempt to reach more 
homes. If you have not been visited before, please contact Fr. William directly 
to possibly be added to this year’s list: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18th - DAILY VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE @ 6:30 PM 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21st - *NO GREAT VESPERS (HOME BLESSINGS) 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

COFFEE HOUR will take place downstairs following Divine Liturgy.

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS and the exchange of forgiveness will take place following Coffee Hour. 
All are welcome to come and participate in this beginning of the Great Fast!

With the announcement of 
her stepping down, honors 

were presented at last 
week’s Annual Meeting to 

Kim Busel, President of the 
Altar Society, the ‘glue’ of 
our parish and with the joy 

of Mary Magdalene. 
Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE

1 Cor 8 :8 But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if 
we do not eat are we the worse. 9 But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours 

become a stumbling block to those who are weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in 
an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to 
idols? 11 And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when 
you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if 
food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 

1 Cor 9 :1 Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you 
not my work in the Lord? 2 If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. 

For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

GOSPEL

Mt 25 :31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He 
will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He 
will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 

goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to 
those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited 
Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and 
take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to 
You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one 
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left 
hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I 
was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 
44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I 
say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these 
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

_________________________________________ 

“S ince the first coming of the Lord was not with glory but with dishonor and indignity, He says, When 
He shall come in His glory. For at the second coming He will come with glory, escorted by angels. 

First He will divide the saints from the sinners, delivering them from tribulations, and set them on His 
right, and then speak to them. He calls the saints sheep on account of their gentleness, and because they 
yield fruit and useful things for us, as do sheep, providing wool, which is divine and spiritual protection, 
and milk, which is the sustenance that is needed. The goats are the sinners, for they walk along the 
precipices and are unruly and fruitless.”  - St. Theophylact of Ochrid 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com 

http://www.catena.com
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BIBLE STORIES 
Cain & Abel 

Genesis 4 :1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and 
said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2 Then she bore again, this 
time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a 

tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the 
fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And 
the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was 
very angry, and his countenance fell. 

6 So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do 
well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, 
but you should rule over it.” 

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” 

He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the 
ground.  11 So now  you  are  cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your 
brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to 
you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.” 

13 And Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I 
can bear! 14 Surely You have driven me out this day from the 
face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a 
fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will 
happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” 

15 And the  Lord  said to him,  “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set 
a  mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him. 
16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt 
in the land of Nod on the east of Eden. 17 And Cain knew his 
wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch… 

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son 
and named him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for 
me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 And as for Seth,  to 
him also a son was born; and he named him  Enosh. 
Then men began to call on the name of the Lord. 

(This lesson is taken from the Post-Confession Sunday School Class) 
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony 
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, 
Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana 
Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, 
Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš 
Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy 
Oset, John Petrick, Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav 
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, 
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, 
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Joseph Amodeo Victoria Hill Andrew Craig Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Grace Carmody Samuel Striž Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Anthony Albarran Nicholas Pannes

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and 
for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Jane Rusinak, Justina Chobor, John Stack, Vasi Bjeletich, & Kevin Rusinak! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to Peter & Olga Vanatko! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the newly-added Kristen Alderman, for her health & salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the newly-added Kristen Quinn, for her health & salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

FEB & MAR 2026   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

FEB 15
LAST JUDGMENT/

MEETING OF THE LORD IN 
THE TEMPLE

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

Blessing of Candles

16 17 18
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

19 20 21
*No Services

(Home Blessings)
-

Diocesan Pani Retreat 
(Online)

FEB 22
FORGIVENESS/

CHEESEFARE SUNDAY
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Forgiveness Vespers, to follow

23

Lent Begins!
Presanctified 

Liturgy
@ 7 PM

24

Canon of 
St. Andrew 

of Crete 
@ 7 PM

25
*No Services
(Presanctified 

Liturgy @ 6 PM 
Holy Trinity, 337 

East 74th St.)

26 27
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

28
Great Vespers @ 6 PM

MAR 1
Procession w/ Icons

-
ORTHODOXY SUNDAY

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

2 3 4
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

5 6
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

7
+ALL SOULS

Divine Liturgy @ 8 AM 
&

Great Vespers @ 6 PM

MAR 8
SUNDAY OF 

ST. GREGORY PALAMAS
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

9 10 11
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

12 13
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

14
+ALL SOULS

Divine Liturgy @ 8 AM 
&

Great Vespers @ 6 PM

MAR 15
SUNDAY OF THE 

VENERATION OF CROSS
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
St. Nicholas Choir Day

16 17 18
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

19 20
Akathist
@ 7 PM

21
+ALL SOULS

Divine Liturgy @ 8 AM 
&

Great Vespers @ 6 PM

MAR 22
SUNDAY OF 

ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

23 24 25
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

26 27
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

28
TBD
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