
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2026: Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20  Gospel: Luke 15:11-32  Troparia: p 87-88 (Tone 2), p 144 (Prodigal Son)

THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON sets us up with a masterful theme to live out as we prepare and 
enter into the fasting season. The son in the parable is us, moving away from our heavenly Father in order to 
live as we so please and gaining exactly what separation from our Father merits. Suffering and death came into 
the world through sin, through separation from our Father, and only by returning to our Father through 
repentance and prayer can we enter into the saving grace of our Lord. The Kingdom of Heaven is our 
inheritance, freely given to His children, and we are called to enter into the repentant work, the very act of 
returning to our heavenly Father. O Lord, save us!

ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will lead responses during today’s Divine Liturgy. If you wish to join in, come on 
upstairs! May God continue to bless our choir and their voices!

IOCC SPECIAL COLLECTION! Today, in honor of IOCC’s annual “Souper 
Bowl of Caring” on Super Bowl Sunday, there will be a special collection taken up 
following the sermon to benefit the feeding programs at Henry Street Settlement, 
who currently receives our week-to-week food donations. Also, please bring in 
non-perishable food items for the food bin! God bless all you do!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



PARASTAS will take place after Divine Liturgy for the servants of God +Mr. & Mrs. John Benyo, Jr. offered 
by daughter Pat Sikoryak & Family, daughter Ann Vislocky & Family, and for departed members of the 
+Kormanik & Gidicsin Families, offered by family members. May their memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jim 
Pamjat!

COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy. A special thank you to everyone who makes it possible 
have coffee hour without fail, especially to our teams and Sunday regulars.

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL MEETING will take place following services downstairs. This is an important 
event for the parish; we need everyone. See you there!

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Students will meet in the evening 
online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William sends out an invitation 
to all parish families with students by email just ahead of time. If you do not receive that invitation and would 
like to, please contact Fr. William immediately.

DURING THE WEEK: 
HOME BLESSING SEASON! - Fr. William will be reaching out throughout this season to arrange home 

blessings. If you have not been visited before, please contact Fr. William 
directly to possibly be added to this year’s list: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11th - FESTAL VESPERS & LITURGY @ 6 PM, THREE HIERARCHS 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14th - +ALL SOULS DIVINE LITURGY @ 8 AM 
           - *NO GREAT VESPERS (HOME BLESSINGS) 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15th, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

THE BLESSING OF CANDLES, in honor of the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord into the Temple, will take 
place at the end of Divine Liturgy. In addition to blessing some candles for distribution, please be sure to bring 
in candles from home to be blessed!

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

PANACHIDA will take place after Divine Liturgy for the handmaiden of God +Christina Markovic, offered by 
daughter Christina Bankovic. May her memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

May God grant many years to Abigail Dean, our 
visiting Telos coach last week, and our Telos Team.

And a special thank you to everyone who participated 
in our Telos Parish Activity last week!
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH 

LOCATED AT 288 EAST 10TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10009 

The regular Annual Meeting of the St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church will be held today on Sunday, 
February 8, 2026, at the regular Church Meeting Hall after Church services. In addition to the regular, old 
and any new business, election of Church Officers and Trustees will also be held. 

The outgoing Officers are: 
PRESIDENT – PAUL SIKORYAK 
VICE PRESIDENT – JAN GAJDOS 
TREASURER – RICH VISLOCKY 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – MAGDA MATLAK 
RECORDING SECRETARY – DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 

   
The outgoing Trustees are: 

JAN GAJDOS 
DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 
LORRIANE MEDVECKY 
MATTHEW STACK 

In preparation of the upcoming meeting, the board wanted the parish to be aware of some of the topics 
which will be brought up for discussion. 

- Church carpeting/flooring 
- #2 Hall refresh 
- Office refresh 

Any additional topics for the official agenda needed to be submitted to the church office by last Sunday, 
February 1, 2026. 

Respectively Submitted, 
                                                                 Dawn Krzyzanowski 

Recording Secretary 

Reminder: Please square away the needs of your church membership ahead of the annual meeting;  
If sacramentally, with Fr. William; if financially, with the Church Office. 
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St. Nicholas parishioners, please 
contact Danuta Horbal for tickets. 

Tickets will be $85 for the front, 
$65 for the back and $45 for the 

balcony, if purchased from 
Danuta. Cash is preferred but 
checks will also be accepted, 

written to the Lemko Association. 
-

Next Week, Sunday, February 15th 
is the deadline to get your tickets; 

don’t wait! Please note that 
Carnegie Hall will add a 

surcharge, if purchased from them.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE

1 Cor 6 :12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach and the 

stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His 
power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ 
and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot 
is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is 
one spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were 
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

GOSPEL

Lk 15 :11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to 
them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, 

journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent 
all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined 
himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly 
have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But when he 
came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired 
servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the 
father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and 
sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my 
son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older 
son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he 
called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he 
was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered 
and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my 
friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed 
the fatted calf for him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is 
yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive 
again, and was lost and is found.’ ” 

_________________________________________ 

“C hrist chooses those who stand. Rise and run to the church. Here is the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. He who hears you pondering in the secret places of the mind runs to you. When you are still 

far away, he sees you and runs to you. He sees in your heart. He runs, perhaps someone may hinder, and he 
embraces you. His foreknowledge is in the running, his mercy in the embrace and the disposition of fatherly 
love. He falls on your neck to raise one prostrate and burdened with sins and bring back one turned aside to 
the earthly toward heaven. Christ falls on your neck to free your neck from the yoke of slavery and hang his 
sweet yoke upon your shoulders.”  - St. Ambrose of Milan 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com 

http://www.catena.com
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BIBLE STORIES 
Samson’s Repentance 

Judges 13 :1 Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and the 
Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 2 Now 
there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose 

name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but 
you shall conceive and bear a son.  

4 Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. 
5 For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head … and he 
shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”… 21 When the Angel of the Lord 
appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the 
Lord….24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the Lord 
blessed him. 

Judges 15 :14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. 
Then the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him; and the ropes that 
were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds 

broke loose from his hands. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took 
it, and killed a thousand men with it. 16 Then Samson said: “With the jawbone of a donkey, heaps 
upon heaps, with the jawbone of a donkey, I have slain a thousand men!” 

Judges 16 :1 Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her…
whose name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of the Philistines came up to her 
and said to her, “Entice him, and find out where his great strength lies, 

and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to 
afflict him; and every one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of 
silver.” 

6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great 
strength lies, and with what you may be bound to afflict you.” 7 And 
Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings, 
not yet dried, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.” 
8 So the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh 
bowstrings, not yet dried, and she bound him with them.  

9 Now men were lying in wait, staying with her in the room. And she 
said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke 
the bowstrings as a strand of yarn breaks when it touches fire. So the 
secret of his strength was not known. 10 Then Delilah said to 
Samson, “Look, you have mocked me and told me lies. Now, please 
tell me what you may be bound with…. 

15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your 
heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and 
have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16 And it came to 

Samson was one of those 
chosen by God to protect 

His people at a time of 
great vulnerability for 

them. He gave into 
weakness by turning to 

Delilah but, like the 
prodigal son in today’s 

Gospel, returned to God 
and asked for His help.
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pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to 
death, 17 that he told her all his heart, and said to her, “No razor has ever come upon my head, for I 
have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaven, then my strength will leave me, 
and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”… 

19 Then she lulled him to sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven 
locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as before, at 
other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him… 

23 Now the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and 
to rejoice. 25 So it happened, when their hearts were merry, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he 
may perform for us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he performed for them. And they 
stationed him between the pillars. 26 Then Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, “Let me 
feel the pillars which support the temple, so that I can lean on them.” … 

28 Then Samson called to the Lord, saying, “O Lord God, remember me, I pray! Strengthen me, I 
pray, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for my two 
eyes!” 29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which supported the temple, and he braced 
himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left. 30 Then Samson said, “Let me die 
with the Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and all the 
people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life. 

(This lesson is taken from the Post-Confession Sunday School Class) 
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, 
Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Joseph Amodeo Anthony Albarran Nicholas Pannes Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Andrew Craig Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Alexander & Blaire Zarynow

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and 
for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Nicole Stack, Emilija Bankovic, & Luke Stack! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For those who hunger, for whom we provide with today’s special and ongoing collection. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For St. Nicholas Board Members & Officers, Altar Society, and all parish organizations. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

FEB & MAR 2026   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

FEB 8
PRODIGAL SON

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

St. Nicholas Choir Day
-

Parastas +Mr/Mrs John Benyo 
Kormanik & Gidicsin Families

-
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

9 10 11
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

12
FEAST OF 

THE THREE 
HOLY 

HIERARCHS

13 14
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM &
*No Vespers

(Home Blessings)

FEB 15
LAST JUDGMENT/

MEETING OF THE LORD IN 
THE TEMPLE

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

Blessing of Candles

16 17 18
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

19 20 21
*No Services

(Home Blessings)
-

Diocesan Pani 
Retreat (Online)

FEB 22
FORGIVENESS/

CHEESEFARE SUNDAY
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Forgiveness Vespers, to follow

23
Lent Begins!

Canon of 
St. Andrew of 

Crete 
@ 7 PM

24

Canon of 
St. Andrew 

of Crete 
@ 7 PM

25
*No Services
(Presanctified 

Liturgy @ 6 PM 
Holy Trinity, 337 

East 74th St.)

26 27
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

28
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAR 1
Procession w/ Icons

-
ORTHODOXY SUNDAY

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

2 3 4
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

5 6
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

7
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM &
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

8
SUNDAY OF 

ST. GREGORY PALAMAS
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

9 10 11
Presanctified 

Liturgy 
@ 7 PM, lite 

meal to follow

12 13
Paraklis
@ 7 PM

14
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM &
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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