
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25th, 2026: Post-Theophany/Zacchaeus Sunday
Epistle: 1 Timothy 4:9-15  Gospel: Luke 19:1-10   Troparia: p 99-100 (Tone 8), p 215-6 (Post-Theophany)

ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY is our first landmark on the approach to Great Lent and Holy Pascha. It refers to the 
Gospel lesson that is always assigned five Sundays before Lent begins. According the lesson, Zacchaeus was a 
wealthy tax collector who collected not only on behalf of the Romans but was paid (extra) out of what he 
collected. He is a pariah and thief to the children of Israel but wealthy enough not to care, at least for awhile. 
As Jesus of Nazareth is passing through the area, word spreads and Zacchaeus has a strong desire to see Him; 
but for his height, he has to find another way. Zacchaeus climbs a tree in order to see Him from above the 
crowd, which is such a sight for those below! A wealthy, proud man making the climb! And in his climb, his 
pride falls so far as to be noticed by Christ below. Zacchaeus repents of everything, even desiring to pay back 
everyone he took from several times over. As we climb towards Lent, may we do it with enough purpose as to 
strike down our own pride, which can never fall far enough.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors after Divine Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS will continue after Liturgy today in the Church, before going downstairs.

COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy. A special thank you to everyone who makes it possible 
have coffee hour without fail, especially to our teams and Sunday regulars. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



ORTHODOX VOLUNTEER CORPS (OVC) SUNDAY - Special prayers 
and recognition will be given for OVC, a domestic organization and agency of 
the Assembly of Bishops that offers immersive service for young adults across 
the country. Church Member Maria Korchak is a Board Member.

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM! Students will meet in the evening 
online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson.

DURING THE WEEK: 
HOME BLESSING SEASON! - Fr. William will be reaching out throughout this season to arrange home 

blessings. If you have not been visited before, please contact Fr. William 
directly to possibly be added to this year’s list: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28th - DAILY VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE @ 6:30 PM 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31st - GREAT VESPERS & TELOS PROJECT GROUP MEET @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1st, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed for all 
repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are 
prepared.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & 
BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine 
Liturgy for all faithful and visitors after Divine 
Liturgy. May God grant you all many happy & 
blessed years!
__________________________________________

LEFT - Please continue to bring in food or donate 
to the purchase of food items to feed the hungry.

“Feeding the hungry is a greater work than raising 
the dead.” -St. John Chrysostom

“(We) give all sorts of reasons to excuse (our) lack 
of charity, (our) hardheartedness! Some say, 'hard 

times.' But if the times are hard for those who have a 
sufficiency, how much harder are they for the poor? 

This pretext alone should lead one to give all the 
more generously.” -St. Theophan the Recluse

"God sells righteousness at a very low price to those 
who wish to buy it: a little piece of bread, a cloak of 

no value, a cup of cold water, a mite.” 
-Abba Ephrem

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH 

LOCATED AT 288 EAST 10TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10009 

The regular Annual Meeting of the St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church will be held on Sunday, February 8, 
2026, at the regular Church Meeting Hall after Church services. 

In addition to the regular, old and any new business, election of Church Officers and Trustees will also be 
held. 

The outgoing Officers are: 
PRESIDENT – PAUL SIKORYAK 
VICE PRESIDENT – JAN GAJDOS 
TREASURER – RICH VISLOCKY 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – MAGDA MATLAK 
RECORDING SECRETARY – DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 

   
The outgoing Trustees are: 

JAN GAJDOS 
DAWN KRZYZANOWSKI 
LORRIANE MEDVECKY 
MATTHEW STACK 

Should you want to run for office or wish to nominate someone, it must be a week before the meeting.  A 
Nominations Committee consisting of Bogdan Horbal, Magda Matlak, Tanya McAusland and Dawn 
Krzyzanowski has been established.  If you are interested in running or nominating someone for the above 
referenced positions, contact the Committee as soon as possible. 

In preparation of the upcoming meeting, the board wanted the parish to be aware of some of the topics 
which will be brought up for discussion. 

- Church carpeting/flooring 
- #2 Hall refresh 
- Office refresh 

If you have additional topics, you would like discussed please submit them to the church office by Sunday, 
February 1, 2026. 

Respectively Submitted, 
                                                                 Dawn Krzyzanowski 

Recording Secretary 

Reminder: Please square away the needs of your church membership ahead of the annual meeting;  
If sacramentally, with Fr. William; if financially, with the Church Office. 
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

1 Tim 4 :9 This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptance.  

10 For to this end we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the 
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially 
of those who believe. 11 These things command and 
teach. 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be 
an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in 
love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give 
attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.  
14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was 
given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the 
hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; 
give yourself entirely to them, that your progress 
may be evident to all. 

GOSPEL

Lk 19 :1 Then Jesus entered and passed 
through Jericho. 2 Now behold,  

there was a man named Zacchaeus 
who was a chief tax collector, and he was 
rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but 
could not because of the crowd, for he was of short 
stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass 
that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and saw him, and said to him,  
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today 
I must stay at your house.” 6 So he made haste and 
came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when 
they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has 
gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 
8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; 
and if I have taken anything from anyone by false 
accusation, I restore fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son 
of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“T he Savior of all, especially of believers, is 
spoken of by the apostle as one. Yet no one 

argues from this expression that the Son does not 
save believers or that those who share in salvation 
receive it apart from the Spirit. But God who is over 
all is the Savior of all, while the Son brings salvation 
to effect by the grace of the Spirit. Yet on this account 
Scripture does not call them three Saviors, although 
salvation is recognized to come from the holy 
Trinity.” 

-St. Gregory of Nyssa 

“I f you are willing, you will have more success 
with each other than we can have. For you both 

are with one another for a longer time, and you 
know more than we of each other’s affairs. Further, 
you are not ignorant of each other’s failings, and you 
have more freedom of speech, and love and 
intimacy. These are no small advantages for 
teaching but great and opportune moments for it.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“Z acchaeus was praying in his heart as follows, 
“Happy the one who is worthy that this just 

man should enter into his dwelling.” The Lord said to 
him, “Hurry, come down, Zacchaeus.” Seeing he 
knew his thoughts, he said, “Just as he knows this, he 
knows also all that I have done.” He therefore said, 
“All that I have unjustly received, I give back 
fourfold.” Hurry and come down from the fig tree, 
because it is with you that I will be staying. The first 
fig tree of Adam will be forgotten, because of the last 
fig tree of the chief tax collector, and the name of the 
guilty Adam will be forgotten because of the 
innocent Zacchaeus.” 

-St. Ephrem the Syrian 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & 
Commentaries: www.catena.com
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ZACCHAEUS
Sermon Reflection by Fr. Ted Bobosh (2019)

The Gospel lesson of the tax collector Zacchaeus, at least in the Slavic Orthodox 
tradition, is always the last Sunday Gospel lesson of the Lucan Gospel cycle of 
readings (basically autumn into winter).   As such, in the Slavic Orthodox 
tradition it also foretells the coming of Great Lent for with this Gospel we bring 
the old year to a close and will now move into the Pre-Lenten Sunday Gospel 
cycles – known in Orthodoxy as the beginning of the Triodion. 

In past years in my sermons I often joined the chorus of those who trampled on 
Zacchaeus as a sinner who has a miraculous conversion in his encounter with 
Christ.   It is how the story is often interpreted and because in Slavic Orthodox 
tradition it is the precursor to Great Lent, a theme of a sinner who repents is often 
read into the story.   But there is another possible interpretation of this Gospel 
lesson.   If one pays close attention to the text, one sees that the Jewish crowd 
certainly reacts to Zacchaeus as if he is a terrible sinner.  They smell the stench of 
sin on him and are repulsed by the fact that Jesus invites himself to Zacchaeus’ 
house.   But note what Zacchaeus says to Jesus when Jesus is in his home: 

“Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything 
from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

Usually this is interpreted that Zacchaeus has a change of heart, a conversion, 
and the text is saying “from this moment I wlll give and I will restore.” But in the 
Greek text Zacchaeus speaks in the present tense – not I will begin doing this, but 
he states what he is doing.   Zacchaeus says he gives half his income to the poor.  
The crowd has wrongfully presumes Zacchaeus is filthy rich, greedy and 
dishonest because he is a tax collector.   They have judged him harshly without 
knowing the facts.   The crowd is guilty of judgmentalism and presumption.  
Christ shows the crowd, “you are guilty of misjudging this man.”  You are guilty of sin, not him. The Gospel lesson is thus 
not so much about repentance but about reconciliation. Zacchaeus was doing the right thing all along, but in secret.   The 
people misjudged him because they saw him as rich and a tax collector, so presumed he was dishonest.   But what Christ 
shows the people is that Zacchaeus is a good man, a true son of Abraham.  Christ offers reconciliation between Zacchaeus 
and the Jewish crowd.      Zacchaeus was lost because the people had wrongly rejected him, not because he was a sinner.  
Christ is thus not converting him from sinner to saint, but revealing the diamond that was hidden beneath the dirt the 
people had dumped on him.  Christ shows the people, he really is more righteous than you who judge and reject him…

Zacchaeus is living the life that Jesus taught, and Jesus reveals this to the crowd.  He reveals to the crowd how their sinful 
presumptuousness has caused them to misjudge Zacchaeus.   It is the crowd which has caused Zacchaeus to become 
separated from the people of God and to become lost, not Zacchaeus’ own behavior.   Jesus offers reconciliation to all if 
they will have it, if they will lay aside their presumptions.
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, 
Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Joseph Amodeo Anthony Albarran Nicholas Pannes Michael & Elizabeth Seewald
Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Benjamin & Sophia Worobey  
Sloane Harris Samuel Striž Alexander & Blaire Zarynow

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas 
Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many 
more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Melia Walker, Nick Bankovic, Michal Dic, Jessica Bower, & Michael Kormanik! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For all the organizers of our Krojova Zabava and all those who supported and attended. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the organizers of OVC (Orthodox Volunteer Corps) and all who support them. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

JAN-FEB 2026     *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

JAN 25
ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

26 27 28
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

29 30 31
(Home Blessings)

-
Great Vespers & 

Telos Proj. @ 6 PM

FEB 1
PUBLICAN/PHARISEE

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

TELOS PROJECT 
ACTIVITY

2 3 4
*No Services

5 6 7
*No Services

(Home Blessings)

FEB 8
PRODIGAL SON

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

St. Nicholas Choir Day
-

Parastas +Mr/Mrs John 
Benyo Jr, Kormanik & 

Gidicsin Families
-

ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING

9 10 11
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

12
FEAST OF THE 
THREE HOLY 
HIERARCHS

13 14
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 8 AM
-

*No Vespers
(Home Blessings)

FEB 15
LAST JUDGMENT/
MEETING OF THE 

LORD IN THE TEMPLE
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Blessing of Candles

16 17 18
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

19 20 21
*No Services

(Home Blessings)
-

Diocesan Pani 
Retreat (Online)

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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