
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

SUNDAY, MAY 10th, 2025: The Samaritan Woman

Epistle: Acts 11:19-26, 29-30  Gospel: John 4:5-42  Troparia: p 117-9 (Blue Book)

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN marks the fifth Paschal Sunday, when we give special attention to 
the exchange between Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (St. Photini) in the Gospel according to St. John, 
chapter 4. Samaria itself was a land filled with people considered to be pariahs by the Hebrews. Back when the 
Hebrews were taken out of Israel to be slaves in Babylon, people like the Samaritans were moved into their 
land. This became a large point of contention when the Hebrews returned home. The people of Samaria did 
come to embrace the first five books of the Scriptures, but lacked the fulness of the Hebrews and so were held 
suspect and generally avoided. This is why when Christ speaks to the Samaritan woman, he says “you worship 
what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.” But then he goes on to say “But 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth…”


CHRISMATION of Catechumen Grace Carmody will take place before Divine Services. All are welcome to 
arrive early and to pray for her as she is received into God’s Holy Orthodox Church. May God grant her many 
happy & blessed years! Christ is Risen!


ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will lead responses today. God grant our Choir members many & blessed years!

Christ is 
Risen!

REMINDER: THERE IS NO KNEELING IN CHURCH SERVICES UNTIL THE 
KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST IN 50 DAYS, FOR CHRIST IS RISEN!



HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.


MOTHER’S DAY BLESSINGS will take place with prayers in the Divine Liturgy, along with a special 
blessing for all our Mothers, Babas, Aunts, and Godmothers after services. May God grant them peace, health, 
and long life for many blessed years! Christos Voskrese!


VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH will also follow Divine services in the Main Hall. May God bless all the parish 
men working together to make this a reality, in celebration and honor of the mothers of our parish.


DURING THE WEEK:

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE @ 6:30 PM


SATURDAY, MAY 16th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM


NEXT WEEK: THE BLIND MAN, MAY 17th
FIRST HOLY CONFESSION CELEBRATION will take place for those students of Ms. Dawn’s class. May 
God grant to our celebrants many happy & blessed years! 


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, led by one of our Coffee Hour Teams. 
All are invited downstairs; join us!

ADVICE FROM ST. PAISIUS
“When I see that young people do not know what 
profession to choose, I give them the following 
piece of advice: just look what profession or 
science you like most. You should deal with 
something for what you have a natural bent. If 
they want to devote their life to something they do 
not consider their calling, I ask them not to do 
this. They need to devote their heart to something 
they have a bent for. It will be for their benefit. I 
mean, I try to help them choose the direction, 
which they like, and profession, which is not 
beyond their capabilities. The main thing is that 
their activity should be God pleasing.”



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:
BOARD MEETING SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: WINDOW 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT - During a Board of Trustees meeting last week, 
the board voted to approve a project to replace a large number of the exterior, 
non-decorated windows, all of which have exceeded their lifespan, affecting even 
our ability to maintain the interior temperatures of the building, not to mention 
increasingly poor appearance and operation. The 
project will itself require $50,000 overall. While it is 
our responsibility as faithful to cover the needs of our 
church and her building, the board will use this 
opportunity to begin investing recently donated 
monies from St. Mary’s Church, etc. into both the 
building and the people, matching all window 
replacement project donations until we reach the full 
amount. 


This sets our project fundraising 
goal at $25,000. 

While this will not be an overnight project by any measure, taking steps 
laid out by the NYC Landmarks Commission, with your help we can 
keep the ball rolling so, come time for the heating season again, we will 
have met our mark and be in a better place in a sounder facility where we 
can pray and celebrate. Please see what you can do to make a 
contribution today to the “Window Replacement Project". Everything we 
choose to do now will allow us even more possibilities in the desire to 

maintain and even beautify our house of worship. - Fr. William
__________________________________________________________________________________________


ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CHILDREN’S BOOKS COLLECTION: PLEASE BRING BOOKS IN BY MAY 31st - Please bring in any 
children’s books you may have to share! These will be distributed this year; stay tuned for any updates. At the 
end of May, the books will be sorted and cleaned, community organizations notified in order get them directly 
to children who have need of them. Anyone wanting to help clean and sort, please see Julian or Father William.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FEEDING PROGRAMS AT HENRY STREET 
SETTLEMENT! With the help and arrangement of our parish outreach coordinator Julian Madey, we are 
collecting food donations, at times even preparing some of the fresh food items. Please purchase something 
extra on your next grocery trip!


LIGHTLY-USED OR NEW CLOTHING DONATIONS are being considered for St. Olga’s Closet, a 
generous program that seeks to provide seminarians and their families with clothing options.


ST. NICHOLAS 

WINDOW 

REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT

WINDOW SAMPLES



SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

Acts 11 :19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the 

Jews only. 20 But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, 
spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed and turned to the Lord. 22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in 
Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and had seen the grace of 
God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the 
Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added 
to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great 
many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 29 Then the disciples, each according 
to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it 
to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.


GOSPEL

Jn 4 :5 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being 

wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman of 
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 For His disciples had gone away into 
the city to buy food. 9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a 
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered and 
said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have 
asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? 12 Are You greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks 
of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, 
that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no 
husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that 
you spoke truly.” 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” 
21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in 
Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, 
for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is 
coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am He.” … 39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of 
the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans had come to Him, 
they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of 
His own word. 42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we 
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”







ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Anna Billik, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony 
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Paul Dolhy, Stephanie Downes, Mary 
Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, 
Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena 
Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Jan Kindja, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & 
Holly Marchak, Mary Mateja, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick 
Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav 
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, 
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, 
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS:
Joseph Amodeo		 Victoria	 Hill		 Andrew Craig

Grace Carmody		 Samuel Striž		 Ramon Castillo						  	
Anthony Albarran	 Nicholas Pannes	 Salvatore Ambrosino				


DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte			 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly				 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick			 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Priest Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, & Ignatios 
Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, Daniel, Sienna 
and the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Ben Worobey, John Gajdos, Natalie Stack, Paul Sikoryak Jr., & Andrew Timko! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to John & Stacey Petricha and Fr. William & Pani Ileana Bennett! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For the Catechumen of God Grace Carmody, preparing for Holy Chrismation; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For our Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts, & Godmothers; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For our Departed Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts, & Godmothers; Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!


HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!


mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS OF ST. SERAPHIM OF SAROV
ON GOD


God is Fire that warms and kindles, the heart and inward parts. And so, if we feel in our hearts coldness, which is from the 
devil - for the devil is cold - then let us call upon the Lord, and He will come and warm our hearts with perfect love not 
only for Him, but for our neighbor as well. And from the presence of warmth the coldness of the hater of good will be 
driven away.


The Fathers wrote, when they were asked: Seek the Lord, but no not be curious as to His dwelling place. Where 
God is, there is no evil. Everything that comes from God brings peace and profit and leads a man to humility and self-
condemnation.


God shows us His love for mankind not only when we do good, but also when we offend and displease Him. How 
patiently He endures our transgressions; and when He chastises, how mercifully He chastises!


Do not call God just, says St Isaac; for His justice is not evident in your deeds. If David called Him just and 
righteous, His Son, on the other hand, showed us that He is rather good and merciful. Where is His justice? We were 
sinners, and Christ died for us. (St Isaac the Syrian, Homily 90.)


A man becomes perfect in the sight of God to the extent that he follows in His footsteps; in the true age God will 
reveal His face to him. For the righteous, to the degree that they enter into contemplation of Him, behold His image as in a 
mirror; but there they will behold the revelation of Truth.


If you do not know God, it is impossible for love of Him to be awakened in you; and you cannot love God if you 
do not see Him. The vision of God comes from knowledge of Him; for contemplation of Him does not precede knowledge 
of Him. One should not think about the doings of God when one's stomach is full; on a full stomach there can be no vision 
of the Divine mysteries.


ON LOVE OF GOD


He who has attained perfect love exists in this life as if he did not exist. For he considers himself a stranger to the visible, 
patiently awaiting the invisible. He has been completely changed into love of God and has forgotten every other love.


He who loves himself cannot love God. But he who, for love of God, does not love himself, loves God. He who 
truly loves God considers himself a pilgrim and a stranger on this earth; for in his yearning toward God with soul and 
mind, he contemplates Him alone.


The soul that is filled with love of God, at the time of its departure from the body, does not fear the prince of the 
air, but takes flight with the angels as if from a foreign country to its native land.


ON THE FEAR OF GOD


A man who has taken upon himself to travel the path of internal mindfulness must have above all the fear of God, which is 
the beginning of wisdom.


Upon his mind there must always be engraved these words of the prophet Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling (Ps 2:11).


He should travel this path with the utmost care and with reverence for everything holy, and not negligently. 
Otherwise, he must take heed lest there should apply to him the Divine decree: Cursed be he that doeth the work of the 
Lord negligently (Jer 48:10).


Reverent carefulness is necessary here because this sea – that is, the heart, with its thoughts an desires, which one 
must cleanse by means of mindfulness – is great and vast, and there are numberless reptiles there (Ps 103:27), that is, 
numerous vain, unjust, and impure thoughts generated by evil spirits.




CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


MAY - JULY 2026   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

MAY 10

SUNDAY OF THE 

SAMARITAN WOMAN

Chrismation of Grace Carmody


-

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

Mother’s Day Blessings & 

Brunch

11 12 13

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

14 15 16

First Holy 


Confessions

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 17

SUNDAY OF THE 


BLIND MAN

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

First Holy Confession 

Celebration

18 19 20

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy

@ 6 PM

21

FEAST OF 

ASCEN-
SION

22 23

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

MAY 24

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Panachida for +Christina 

Markovic

-


Parastas for +Parents, Brother 
Vasil, Mikulas Ceselka

25

Memorial 

Day

26 27

CARPATHO-

RUSYN 
RHAPSODY 
CONCERT, 
CARNEGIE 

HALL

-


*No Services

28 29 30

+ALL SOULS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 31

FEAST OF PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

& KNEELING PRAYERS


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

40th Day Parastas for +Nadeža 

Bulikova Petrikova

JUNE 1

SPIRIT


MONDAY

Divine 

Liturgy

@ 9 AM

2

SPIRIT


TUESDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

3

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

4 5 6

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


JUNE 7

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Baptism of Lena Worobey

8

Apostles’ 

Fast 
Begins

9 10

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

11 12 13

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 14

SUNDAY OF SAINTS OF 

CARPATHO-RUS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Chrismation of Sam Striž

15 16 17

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

18 19 20

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 21

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

Father’s Day Blessings


-

Graduation Blessings

22 23 24

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

25 26 27

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 28

CHURCH PICNIC


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM, 
Pickell Park, NJ


ACROD Altar Boy Retreat

29


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

30


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

JULY 1

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM


-

ACROD Altar 
Boy Retreat

2 3 4

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM


