
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

SUNDAY, MAY 17th, 2026: Healing of the Blind Man

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34  Gospel: John 9:1-38  Troparia: p 119-121 (Blue Book)

SUNDAY OF THE HEALING OF THE BLIND MAN marks the sixth Paschal Sunday, when we observe 
Christ’s healing of the blind man in the Gospel of St. John. Observing this particular Gospel reading is, for us, a 
reminder that Christ’s very Death & Resurrection are not simply a restoring of mankind but a continuation of 
the 7 days of Creation, itself. For this reason, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper not on the historical Sabbath day, 
Saturday, the day in which God rested, but we celebrate a new 8th Day. In this way, we are PARTICIPANTS in 
God’s creative work on this new Sabbath, both resting and glorifying God with worship and thanksgiving!


FIRST HOLY CONFESSION CELEBRATION will take place for those students of Ms. Dawn’s class. May 
God grant to our celebrants many happy & blessed years! 


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


Christ is 
Risen!

REMINDER: THERE IS NO KNEELING IN CHURCH SERVICES UNTIL THE 
KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST IN 50 DAYS, FOR CHRIST IS RISEN!



__________________________________________________________________________________________


COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, a combined effort by one of the 
celebrating families and the scheduled coffee hour team. There will also be some arranged games and activities 
for children to play. All are welcome and invited downstairs; join us!


DURING THE WEEK:

TUESDAY, MAY 19th - DAILY VESPERS @ 6 PM, St. Eleftherios Orthodox Church, 359 West 24th 

Street, NY, NY 10011, Inter-Parish Association (IPA) fellowship to follow.


WEDNESDAY, MAY 20th - FESTAL VESPERS & DIVINE LITURGY @ 6 PM, Feast of the Holy 
Ascension of our Lord.


SATURDAY, MAY 23rd - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM


Though God is constantly forgiving our sins through a repentant heart, and at any age, Holy 
Confession is a step of growth in the full relationship we already enjoy with our Lord as the Church. 

It is a moment where we each declare war on our sin and, as “warriors of Christ,” confess that we 
are not strong enough on our own, in need our Lord’s forgiveness and grace, and help from one 

another. If we can confess our sins to our Lord and leave no stone unturned, there is no limit to the 
growth and transformation that is possible in the pursuit of our Father’s Heavenly Kingdom. We 
dwell there even now in the Divine Liturgy and, with one voice and one heart, cry out repeatedly 

“Lord, have mercy!” 
—————————— 

“Come forth and depart from this newly-chosen warrior of Christ who has been stamped with the 
seal of the Cross!” (The Priest’s Prayer of Exorcism, at Holy Baptism)

MAY GOD GRANT TO 

HELEN, MATTHEW, & 

JULIANNA MANY 

MORE BLESSED 

YEARS IN CHRIST!
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NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, MAY 24th
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


PANACHIDA will take place for the departed handmaid of God +Christina Markovic, offered by daughter 
Christina Bankovic as a 130th Birthday Remembrance. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

PARASTAS will take place for the departed servants of God, for +Beloved Parents, Brother Vasil, & Mikulas 
Ceselka, offered by Anna Liska. Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!


COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall; bring something to 
share! As with all Community Coffee Hours, they are always as good as whatever our faithful and visitors 
choose to bring in and offer. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:

B O A R D M E E T I N G S P E C I A L A N N O U N C E M E N T: W I N D O W 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT - During a Board of Trustees meeting a couple 
weeks ago, the board voted to approve a project to replace a large number of the 
exterior, non-decorated windows, all of which have exceeded their lifespan, 
affecting even our ability to maintain the interior 
temperatures of the building, not to mention 
increasingly poor appearance and operation. The 
project will itself require $50,000 overall. While it is 
our responsibility as faithful to cover the needs of our 
church and her building, the board will use this 
opportunity to begin investing recently donated monies 
from St. Mary’s Church, etc. into both the building and 
the people, matching all window replacement project 

donations until we reach the full amount. 


This sets our project fundraising goal at $25,000. 

While this will not be an overnight project by any measure, taking steps laid 
out by the NYC Landmarks Commission, with your help we can keep the 
ball rolling so, come time for the heating season again, we will have met our 
mark and be in a better place in a sounder facility where we can pray and 

celebrate. Please see what you can do to make a contribution today to the 
“Window Replacement Project". Everything we choose to do now will allow us even more possibilities in the 
desire to maintain and even beautify our house of worship. - Fr. William
_________________________________________________________________________________________


ST. NICHOLAS 

WINDOW 

REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT

WINDOW SAMPLES
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ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
BANS OF MARRIAGE are hereby announced for the first time for Giuseppe Falco & 
Christina Gradassi. Their marriage is scheduled to take place here at St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Church on Saturday, June 6th, 2026 at 4 PM. If anyone is aware of any canonical impediment 
that would preclude this couple from entering the Sacrament of Marriage, let them notify Fr. 
William beforehand.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS COLLECTION: PLEASE BRING 
BOOKS IN BY MAY 31st - Please bring in any children’s books 
you may have to share! These will be distributed this year; stay 
tuned for any updates. At the end of May, the books will be sorted 
and cleaned, community organizations notified in order get them 
directly to children who have need of them. Anyone wanting to 
help clean and sort, please see Julian or Father William.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FEEDING 
PROGRAMS AT HENRY STREET SETTLEMENT! With the 
help and arrangement of our parish outreach coordinator Julian 
Madey, we are collecting food donations, at times even preparing 
some of the fresh food items. Please purchase something extra on 
your next grocery trip! 


LIGHTLY-USED OR NEW CLOTHING DONATIONS are 
being considered for St. Olga’s Closet, a generous program that 
seeks to provide seminarians and their families with clothing 
options.


_________________________________________________________________________________________

LAST WEEK: May God grant many happy & blessed years to (Left) mother Elizabeth and newborn Delia, 
Churched before Divine Liturgy last week; to (Center) Newly-Chrismated Grace, received into the Orthodox 
Faith also before Liturgy last week, and her witness Tanya; to (Right) all of our mothers, grandmothers, 
Godmothers, and aunts on the occasion of Mother’s Day, and to the parish men who pulled together a worthy 
celebration for them. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

Acts 16 :16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-

telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days. But 
Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was 
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 And they 
brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and 
they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 22 Then the 
multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to 
be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s 
chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called with a 
loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he 
took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were 
baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 
having believed in God with all his household.


GOSPEL

Jn 9 :1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked 
Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 

answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be 
revealed in him. 4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no 
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When He had said these 
things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man 
with the clay. 7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went 
and washed, and came back seeing. 8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he 
was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” 9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” 
He said, “I am he.” 10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered and 
said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and 
wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.” 12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do 
not know.” 13 They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was a Sabbath when 
Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Therefore some of the 
Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a 
man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 They said to the blind man 
again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 But the 
Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him who had received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his 
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eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone 
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 24 So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We 
know that this Man is a sinner.” 25 He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. 
One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 Then they said to him again, “What did He do to 
you? How did He open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him and 
said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. 29 We know that God spoke to Moses; as 
for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.” 30 The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a 
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! 31 Now we know 
that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears 
him. 32 Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born 
blind. 33 If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 34 They answered and said to him, “You 
were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out. 35 Jesus heard that they 
had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 36 He 
answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 37 And Jesus said to him, “You have both 
seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” 38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.


SCRIPTURAL COMMENTARY

“A nd why did no other miracle take place? Because this was, of all others, the thing sufficient for his 
conversion, seeing he was personally in danger: for it is not so much miracles that overpower us, as 

the things which issue in our own deliverance. That the earthquake should not seem to have come of itself, 
there was this concurrent circumstance, bearing witness to it: the doors were opened, and all their bonds 
were loosed. And it appears in the night-time; for the Apostles did not work for display, but for men's 
salvation. And the keeper of the prison, etc.” (St. John Chrysostom, on the Book of Acts)


“S taggered by this extraordinary miracle, the neighbors still did not believe. Yet the blind man’s arriving 
at the Pool of Siloam, his eyes smeared with mud, was ordained by the Lord for the express purpose of 

drawing the attention of many onlookers, who later would be unable to deny that they knew the man. But 
they disbelieved nevertheless. The Evangelist does not simply remark in passing that the man was a 
beggar: he does so to show that the Lord’s love for mankind was so inexpressibly great that He 
condescended to help the most abject of men. With tender solicitude He healed beggars, teaching us to care 
for the least of our brethren. Unashamed of his former affliction, unafraid of the crowd, the blind man 
boldly confesses, I am he, and proclaims his benefactor: A man that is called Jesus…. He calls the Lord a 
man because he knows nothing about Him. But what he does know (of the circumstances of the healing), he 
confesses to all. (St. Theophylact of Ochrid, on the Gospel of John)
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Anna Billik, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony 
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Paul Dolhy, Stephanie Downes, Mary 
Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, 
Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena 
Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Jan Kindja, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & 
Holly Marchak, Mary Mateja, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick 
Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav 
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, 
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, 
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS:
Joseph Amodeo		 Victoria	 Hill		 Andrew Craig


Samuel Striž		 Ramon Castillo						  	
Anthony Albarran	 Nicholas Pannes	 Salvatore Ambrosino				


DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte			 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly				 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick			 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Priest Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, & Ignatios 
Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, Daniel, Sienna 
and the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Nicholas Pannes & Thomas Stack! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For the Newly-Chrismated Handmaid of God Grace Carmody and her witness Tanya; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Servant of God Reader AJ Ioukliaevskikh as he travels to Georgia for OCF Real Break; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Servants of God Reader Owen Drummond and Xavier Muenzen at Vocations Retreat; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For all of our College & Graduating Students, as they complete studies and travel home; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For all of our Departed Service Members of the Armed Forces in the Parish; Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!


HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!


mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


MAY - JULY 2026   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

MAY 17

SUNDAY OF THE 


BLIND MAN

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

First Holy Confession 

Celebration

18 19

Daily 

Vespers @ 6 
PM, St. 

Eleftherios 
Orthodox 
Church

20

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy

@ 6 PM

21

FEAST OF 

ASCEN-
SION

22 23

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

MAY 24

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Panachida for +Christina 

Markovic

-


Parastas for +Parents, Brother 
Vasil, Mikulas Ceselka

25

Memorial 

Day

26 27

CARPATHO-

RUSYN 
RHAPSODY 
CONCERT, 
CARNEGIE 

HALL

-


*No Services

28 29 30

+ALL SOULS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 31

FEAST OF PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

& KNEELING PRAYERS


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

40th Day Parastas for +Nadeža 

Bulikova Petrikova

JUNE 1

SPIRIT


MONDAY

Divine 

Liturgy

@ 9 AM

2

SPIRIT


TUESDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

3

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

4 5 6

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 7

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Baptism of Lena Worobey

8

Apostles’ 

Fast 
Begins

9 10

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

11 12 13

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 14

SUNDAY OF SAINTS OF 

CARPATHO-RUS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Chrismation of Sam Striž

15 16 17

*No Services

18 19 20

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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JUNE 21

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

Father’s Day Blessings


-

Graduation Blessings

22 23 24

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

25 26 27

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 28

CHURCH PICNIC


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM, 
Pickell Park, NJ


ACROD Altar Boy Retreat

29


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

30


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

JULY 1

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM


-

ACROD Altar 
Boy Retreat

2 3 4

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JULY 5

SUMMER HOURS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

6 7 8 9 10 11

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church






“B abies are in constant contact with God, because they’ve got 
nothing to worry about. What did Christ say about little 

children? ‘Their angels in heaven continually gaze upon the face of my 
Father who is in heaven’. They’re in touch with God and with their 
guardian angel, who’s with them all the time. They smile in their sleep 
sometimes, and at other times cry, because they see all sorts of 
things. Sometimes they see their guardian angels and play with them- 
the angels stroke them, tease them, shake their fists and they laugh. 
On other occasions they see some kind of temptation and cry."


-

"When your children are still small, you have to help them understand 

what is good. That is the deepest meaning of life.”


-St. Paisios of Mount Athos-

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church
*Illustration by Fr. Jonathon Bannon
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