
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


SUNDAY, MAY 24th, 2026: Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
Epistle: Acts 20:16-18, 28-36  Gospel: John 17:1-13  Troparia: p 125-7 (Fathers)


SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL commemorates the first time 
under the Byzantine Empire that the entire church was called together to provide a formal defense against 
heresy. A priest named Arius had been spreading the false teaching that Christ was the first-formed ‘creature’ of 
God, which flew in the face of His divinity as the Son of God, co-eternal with the Father. The manner in which 
Arius was spreading this heretical teaching and the level to which it threatened the innocent faithful called the 
Church to action. 318 church hierarchs & representatives were called and gathered from far and wide, 
including our own St. Nicholas of Myra in Lycia, patron of our parish.


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

HOLY ANOINTING OIL (MIROVANIJE) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors, in the wake of the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord. May God grant you all many happy 
& blessed years!


PANACHIDA will take place for the departed handmaid of God +Christina Markovic, offered by daughter 
Christina Bankovic as a 110th Birthday Remembrance. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!


Glory to 

Jesus Christ!

REMINDER: THERE IS NO KNEELING IN CHURCH SERVICES UNTIL THE 
KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST IN 50 DAYS.

Glory be 
Forever!



WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS will continue after 
Liturgy in the Church, before going downstairs.

“FRESH START” COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUR will 
take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall; bring 
something fresh to share! EVERYTHING is welcome, 
including the usual bagels, pastries, etc. but being 
springtime, we are reaching out for fresh items, i.e. fruits, 
vegetables, salads, etc. There is no coffee hour team, so 
please bring items ready to put directly onto the serving 
table.


WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS @ 7 PM: Fr. William meets weekly with students 
in the evening online with Fr. William for a 30-minute 
session with an activity and a lesson.


DURING THE WEEK:

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27th - CARNEGIE HALL PERFORMANCE @ 7 PM (*NO SERVICES)


SATURDAY, MAY 30th - +ALL SOULS DIVINE LITURGY @ 9 AM

	 	 	       - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM


NEXT WEEK: PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 31st

BRING 
FRESH BRANCHES! 

Next week is the Feast of Pentecost, 
the celebration of the Descent of the Holy Spirit & the 

beginning of the work of God’s Holy Church; please bring fresh 
leaves to help decorate our Lord’s House ahead of Liturgy! 


AND WEAR GREEN IF YOU HAVE IT!

ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will lead responses that day, led by Choir Director Nick Timko. God grant them 
many years! If you would like to join the choir, come early to Liturgy and go directly upstairs to the choir loft.

THE KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST will take place at the beginning of Divine Liturgy. In these 
prayers, as in every Liturgy, we pray specially to the Holy Spirit to, as He did on Pentecost, to come down now 
and to fill us, that we may be more the Body of Christ, the Holy Church, more than ever.


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

LAST WEEK: May God grant many happy & 
blessed years to last week’s First Holy Confession 

Celebrants! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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HOLY ANOINTING OIL (MIROVANIJE) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors on this festal occasion of the Feast of Pentecost. May God grant you all many happy & 
blessed years!


40th DAY PARASTAS will take place for the departed handmaid of God +Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, 
offered by beloved family. May her memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!


COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs. Join us! And 
a special thank you to our coffee hour teams and regular volunteers who make it possible. If you are not part of 
a coffee hour team and would like to be, please contact Debbie at debbiedev@verizon.net

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:

B O A R D M E E T I N G S P E C I A L A N N O U N C E M E N T: W I N D O W 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT - During a Board of Trustees meeting a few weeks 
ago, the board voted to approve a project to replace a large number of the exterior, 
non-decorated windows, all of which have exceeded their lifespan, affecting even our 

ability to maintain the interior temperatures of the 
building, not to mention increasingly poor appearance 
and operation. The project will itself require $50,000 
overall. While it is our responsibility as faithful to cover 
the needs of our church and her building, the board will 
use this opportunity to begin investing recently donated 
monies from St. Mary’s Church, etc. into both the 
building and the people, matching all window 
replacement project donations until we reach 
the full amount. 


This sets our project fundraising goal at $25,000. 

While this will not be an overnight project by any measure, taking steps laid 
out by the NYC Landmarks Commission, with your help we can keep the 
ball rolling so, come time for the heating season again, we will have met our 
mark and be in a better place in a sounder facility where we can pray and celebrate. Please see what you can do 
to make a contribution today to the “Window Replacement Project". Everything we choose to do now will allow 
us even more possibilities in the desire to maintain and even beautify our house of worship. - Fr. William
_________________________________________________________________________________________


ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
BANS OF MARRIAGE are hereby announced for the second time for Giuseppe Falco & 
Christina Gradassi. Their marriage is scheduled to take place here at St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Church on Saturday, June 6th, 2026 at 4 PM. If anyone is aware of any canonical impediment 
that would preclude this couple from entering the Sacrament of Marriage, let them notify Fr. 
William beforehand.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES! As you know, every year, we honor our College, High School, & Middle 
School grads. Please contact Fr. William if you’re graduating or have someone who is this year so we can 
include a photo, a small bio, and some honors and blessings on Sunday, June 21st (Father’s Day).

ST. NICHOLAS 

WINDOW 

REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT

WINDOW SAMPLES
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS COLLECTION: PLEASE BRING BOOKS IN BY MAY 31st - Please bring in any 
children’s books you may have to share! These will be distributed this year; stay tuned for any updates. At the 
end of May, the books will be sorted and cleaned, community organizations notified in order get them directly 
to children who have need of them. Anyone wanting to help clean and sort, please see Julian or Father William.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FEEDING PROGRAMS AT HENRY STREET 
SETTLEMENT! With the help and arrangement of our parish outreach coordinator Julian Madey, we are 
collecting food donations, at times even preparing some of the fresh food items. Please purchase something 
extra on your next grocery trip! 


LIGHTLY-USED OR NEW CLOTHING DONATIONS are being considered for St. Olga’s Closet, a 
generous program that seeks to provide seminarians and their families with clothing options.


CONSTANT PASCHA

Homily on the Leave-taking of Pascha, by Metropolitan Saba (Esber), taken from www.orthochristian.org

“And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! (1 Corinthians 15:17).


Christ’s Resurrection loads us up with hope, strength, action, steadfastness, and the best life, which is always to 
come! It provides us with the strength to rise after every time we fall, to start building after every collapse, to 
once again spread the joyful spirit of life after every catastrophe– and there are so many in our tormented 
world! You live the resurrection every time you return in it to yourself and pay attention to what you have 
missed, when you rise to make right the sins you have realized, in yourself and in your society. You live the 
resurrection when you realize that you are a child of life– not passing, temporary life, but eternal, lasting life– a 
child of the life that brings tenacity out of pain, patience out of trials, strength out of weakness, joy out of 
sorrow, and hope out of despair.


Your believing in Christ’s resurrection from the dead means that you believe in your own resurrection and so in 
the resurrection of the world from every death. Or rather, you translate it in your life into resurrectional action, 
and so you are not happy to remain as you are, so you continue the struggle, seeking what is higher and better, 
striving for the good portion, which will not be taken from you (cf. Luke 10:42). A Christian is a person of the 
resurrection, in the sense that he lives the resurrection at every moment. Otherwise, he has not yet stepped onto 
the threshold of Christianity. If he languishes under a death, then he will quickly perceive his weakness and 
return to raise himself up by the grace of the resurrection of his Lord, to remain in the mystery of the 
resurrection, despite the many forms of death that may surround him. He receives from his risen Christ the pulse 
of life, hope, optimism and especially a correction of vision toward the highest and most fundamental purpose 
of his life.


These are nice words, but how are they lived? How are they realized in daily life? We have memorized the 
golden answers to this by heart. Most of the time, we repeat them without any internal awareness. We say: 
Christ rose to grant salvation to humankind and to open to them the way to the second life, which had been 
closed by Adam and Eve’s departure from living in the shelter of God. He rose to grant us the power to live 
eternal life, this that had been constantly forgotten by humankind. He rose because God does not die. And other 
correct answers that we have become accustomed to repeating. But we often forget that their live and 
demonstrable activity within us is the most important thing.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

Acts 20 :16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time 
in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. 

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they had come to 
him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived 
among you, 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know 
this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from 
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night 
and day with tears. 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is 
able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have coveted no 
one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my 
necessities, and for those who were with me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that 
you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’ ” 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.


GOSPEL

Jn 17 :1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him 

authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 
Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent. 4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 And 
now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world 
was. 6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were 
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have known that all things which 
You have given Me are from You. 8 For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You 
sent Me. 9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are 
Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 Now I am no longer 
in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those 
whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept 
them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son 
of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.


SCRIPTURAL COMMENTARY

“H aving encouraged the disciples to face bravely the coming tribulations, Christ raised their spirits 
again, this time by prayer. By praying, He teaches us that when temptations assail us we should put 

everything else aside and flee to God. However, one could say that Jesus was not actually praying, but 
rather conversing with the Father. Do not be surprised that it is said elsewhere that Jesus did pray, 
kneeling on the ground (see Mt. 26:39). For the Lord came, not only to reveal Himself to us, but to teach us 
every virtue by His own example, as a good instructor.” (St. Theophylact of Ochrid, on the Gospel of John)


*Taken from www.catenabible.com





St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Anna Billik, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony 
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Paul Dolhy, Stephanie Downes, Mary 
Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, 
Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena 
Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Jan Kindja, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & 
Holly Marchak, Mary Mateja, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick 
Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav 
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, 
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, 
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS:
Joseph Amodeo		 Samuel Striž		 Ramon Castillo

Anthony Albarran	 Nicholas Pannes	 Salvatore Ambrosino						  
Victoria	 Hill		 Andrew Craig				


DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte		 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly			 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick		 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Priest Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, & Ignatios 
Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, Daniel, Sienna 
and the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Richard Stack and Kristin Stack! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to Andrew & Erin Timko, Justine & Nicholas Timko, and Mikulas & Maria Salon! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For all of our College & Graduating Students, as they complete studies and travel home; Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Departed Handmaid of God +Christina Markovic as a 110th Birthday Remembrance; Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

For all of our Departed Service Members of the Armed Forces in the Parish; Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!


HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!


mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


MAY - JULY 2026   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

MAY 24

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Panachida for 


+Christina Markovic

25

Memorial 

Day

26 27

CARPATHO-

RUSYN 
RHAPSODY 
CONCERT, 
CARNEGIE 

HALL

-


*No Services

28 29 30

+ALL SOULS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

MAY 31

FEAST OF PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


& Holy Spirit Kneeling Prayers

-


St. Nicholas Choir

-


40th Day Parastas for 
+Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova

JUNE 1

SPIRIT


MONDAY

Divine 

Liturgy

@ 9 AM

2

SPIRIT


TUESDAY

Divine 
Liturgy

@ 9 AM

3

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

4 5 6

Marriage of Christina 
Gradassi & Giuseppe 

Falco @ 4 PM

-


*No Services

JUNE 7

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Baptism of Lena Worobey

8

Apostles’ 

Fast 
Begins

9 10

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

11 12 13

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 14

SUNDAY OF SAINTS OF 

CARPATHO-RUS

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Chrismation of Samuel Striž

15 16 17

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

18 19 20

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JUNE 21

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

St. Nicholas Choir


-

Father’s Day Blessings


-

Graduation Blessings

22 23 24

*No Services

25 26 27

*No Services
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JUNE 28

CHURCH PICNIC


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM, 
Pickell Park, NJ


ACROD Altar Boy Retreat

29


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

30


ACROD

Altar Boy 
Retreat

JULY 1

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM


-

ACROD Altar 
Boy Retreat

2 3 4

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JULY 5

SUMMER HOURS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

6

Vespers & 

Liturgy

@ 6 PM

7

NATIVITY 

OF ST. 
JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

8

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

9 10 11

Marriage of Christina 
Ioukliaevskikh & John 

Colef @ 2:30 PM

-


*No Services

JULY 12

FEAST OF 


STS PETER & PAUL

Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

13 14 15

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

16 17 18

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

JULY 19

SUMMER HOURS


Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM

20 21 22

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

23 24 25

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM
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