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ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH

A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 24
288 E. 10t Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM

A7
2 \
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett N\
Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko 7
/\ Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685
Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC”
At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www facebook.com/StNicholas10street /| Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
SUNDAY, MAY 3rd, 2025: Healing of the Paralytic

Epistle: Acts 9:32-42 Gospel: John 5:1-15 Troparia: p 113-5 (Paralytic)

SUNDAY OF THE HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC marks the fourth Paschal Sunday, when we read of how
Christ healed the Paralytic in the Gospel according to St. John. The Apostle John'’s Gospel receives special
attention throughout the Paschal season because of John's direct appeal to the theology behind the Death &
Resurrection of our Lord, how the “Light shines in the darkness” (Gospel of John, Ch. 1). The Healing of the
Paralytic has a special significance to all of us, for just as the Lord forgives the sins of the Paralytic and heals
him, we are saved from the paralysis of our sins by the blinding Resurrection of our Lord.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr.
William.

THE VENERATION HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

REMINDER: THERE IS NO KNEELING IN CHURCH SERVICES UNTIL THE
KNEELING PRAYERS OF PENTECOST IN 50 DAYS, FOR CHRIST IS RISEN!




COFFEE HOUR will take place after Divine Liturgy in the Main Hall, led by one of our Coffee Hour Teams.
All are invited downstairs; join us!

WEEKLY CATECHISM CLASS, TO FOLLOW: All Catechumens, inquirers, and visitors welcome!

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Fr. William meets weekly with
students in the evening online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson.

DURING THE WEEK:

TUESDAY, MAY 5th - GREAT VESPERS & DIVINE LITURY @ 6 PM, FEAST OF ST. GEORGE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE @ 6:30 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 9th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM

NEXT WEEK: THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, MAY 10th

CHRISMATION of Catechumen Grace Carmody will take place before Divine Services. All are welcome to
arrive early and to pray for her as she is received into God’s Holy Orthodox Church. May God grant her many
happy & blessed years! Christ is Risen!

ST. NICHOLAS CHOIR will lead responses next week. God grant our Choir members many & blessed years!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr.
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSINGS will take place with prayers in the Divine Liturgy, along with a special
blessing for all our Mothers, Babas, Aunts, and Godmothers after services. May God grant them peace, health,
and long life for many blessed years! Christos Voskrese!

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH will also follow Divine services in the Main Hall. May God bless all the parish
men working together to make this a reality, in celebration and honor of the mothers of our parish.

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM

LAST WEEK:
May God grant many happy
& blessed years to the Newly-
Illumined Child of God Luke,
and to his Parents and
Godparents.
Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
Christos Voskrese!




SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:

BOARD MEETING SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: WINDOW
REPLACEMENT PROJECT - During a Board of Trustees meeting this
week, the board voted to approve a project to replace a large number of the
exterior, non-decorated windows, all of which
have exceeded their lifespan, affecting even our
ability to maintain the interior temperatures of the
| building, not to mention increasingly poor
appearance and operation. The project will itself
require $50.000 overall. While it is our
responsibility as faithful to cover the needs of our
church and her building, the board will use this
WINDOW SAMPLES opportunity to begin investing recently donated

monies from St. Mary’s Church, etc. into both the

building and the people, matching all window replacement project donations @ % 0 i
until we reach the full amount. a

This sets our project fundraising goal at $25.000. o o E o
While this will not be an overnight project'by any measure, taking ST. NICHOLAS
o K the bel rolng s come fime or the heating scaso sgain. we WINDOW
Where we can pray and celebrte. Plecse se¢ what you oun do 0 ke REPLACEMENT
a contribution today to the “Window Replacement Project". Everything PROJECT

we choose to do now will allow us even more possibilities in the desire
to maintain and even beautify our house of worship. - Fr. William

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
REGARDING MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH NEXT WEEK: Parish men, most of you should have received
an email from Fr. William requesting donated items for the Mother’s Day brunch. If you did not receive it, see

Fr. William immediately afterward to be added to the email list. Included as well is an appeal for volunteers to
come in a bit early to help pull the food items and decorations together.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS COLLECTION: Please bring in any children’s books you may have to share! These
will be distributed this year; stay tuned for any updates.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FEEDING
PROGRAMS AT HENRY STREET SETTLEMENT! With the
help and arrangement of our parish outreach coordinator Julian
Madey, we are collecting food donations, at times even preparing
some of the fresh food items. Please purchase something extra on
your next grocery trip!

LIGHTLY-USED OR NEW CLOTHING DONATIONS are
being considered for St. Olga’s Closet, a generous program that

seeks to provide seminarians and their families with clothing Those who participated in last week s
options. performance at St. Mary's on 15th Street;
Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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THE GREATEST TEMPTATION FOR ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS

By Hieromonk Gabriel Hooten, obtained from www.orthochristian.com

Fr. Gabriel is Dean of Holy Cross Monastery in Wayne, WV, the author of Remembering Sion blog, which is “a collection
of essays, sermons and commentary on Orthodox Christianity and modern world.”

What is the greatest temptation for Orthodox Christians in modernity? I would say, probably, the main temptation faced by
the Orthodox Christians in the West in modernity in general is double-mindedness, in the sense of wanting to be faithful
Orthodox Christians, but at the same time being able to live comfortably in the world.

I think for a lot of Orthodox Christians, there’s a sort of tension within us. There’s the faith that we received and that we
want to hold on to and that we want to live in a full and authentic way. But there’s also, I think for a lot of us, this fear
almost that what the world says is really true or is really correct about a number of things. So, we have in us this, I guess,
cognitive dissonance. It’s a psychological term, for we don’t know how to keep both of them within us at the same time.
The temptation is to compromise our faith or to ignore parts of our faith that are inconvenient for life in the modern world.

I’ve been thinking recently about the fools for Christ and how important a witness the fools for Christ are to us. In
particular, the stories of some fools for Christ who would do things that at that time were very scandalous to the faithful,
who would visit harlots or different places of sin. And they would be unharmed by those things because of their folly for
Christ. If you or I, or most ordinary Orthodox Christians, were to engage in the kind of behavior the fools-for-Christ did,
we would fall immediately into sin.

I think we as Orthodox Christians are immersed in this extremely sinful culture, and yet we lack that disdain for the praise
of the world that the fools-for-Christ possessed. I think that puts us in a dangerous situation because of our care for how
others will perceive us. I think it weakens our ability to resist sin.

It all comes down ultimately to what Christ told us: You know you cannot serve God and mammon, you cannot love father
and mother, or sister and brother, lands or possessions or anything else, more than you love Me. If you are not willing to
take up your cross, you cannot be My disciple. Similarly, with what the apostle says in the New Testament, that love for
the (fallen) world is hatred for God.

In order to overcome that double-mindedness—of course ascesis of the fools-for-Christ is unique and difficult, like any
examples of the saints, but there’s something here for all of us to learn from and take inspiration from. I think first for us
particularly, it is the ability to care absolutely nothing for what anyone thinks about them because they know they are
seeking the will of God. And because of that firmness, of their resolve to please God alone, they were able to be in the
midst of all these temptations without being harmed by them. God, I think, protected them from many things that would
have been causes of downfall to you or me.

In order to overcome double-mindedness, what we need to do is to resolve first of all to not care what anybody thinks
about us, whether that’s our Orthodox brothers and sisters or their family members, friends, or coworkers, whoever else
that may be that we encounter in our day-to-day life. We have to be willing to suffer exactly the same kind of scorn,
mockery, ridicule, that first of all our Savior suffered on the cross, then following His example, the fools for Christ
suffered from their fellow-believers as well as from worldly men and women.

As long as we care about our own reputation, in the way that others perceive us, I don’t think we are going to be able to be
faithful Christians living in the world. I don’t see how that’s possible. For a long time I thought it was possible, when our
culture was more Christian, to live a life that was outwardly respectable and at the same time to at least to a certain
measure be faithful to the Gospel commandments. I think it’s clear that our society has progressed far beyond that point.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

A :32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in
CtS Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been
bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up
and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him
and turned to the Lord. 36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she
was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body
was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that
Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 39 Peter went with
them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and
showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter
sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman,
he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and
helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them

alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.

GOSPEL

J :1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is
Tl in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 4 For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool, and troubled
the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever
disease he had. 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him
lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get
well?” 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I
am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your
mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took
place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath;
the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up
your mat and walk.”” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 13 The
man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something
worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had

made him well.

(11 e commands him to pick up his bed in order to confirm that the miracle was not an illusion, for the
man would not have been able to carry his bed if his limbs were not firmly and solidly knit together.
The Lord does not require faith of him before the healing, as He did with many others, for the paralytic had
never seen Him work any signs. And of the others of whom the Lord did require faith, it was not before but
after He had performed miracles in their presence. See how the paralytic immediately heard and believed
the Lord's command. He did not hesitate and say to himself, "Is he not mad to command me to get up at
once? I have been here thirty-eight years without ever being healed, and now I should suddenly stand up?”
With no such thought, he believed, and rose. The Lord heals on the Sabbath, teaching men to understand the
observance of the law in a new way, that they should not think that it is by bodily rest that they honor the
Sabbath, but by refraining from evil. How could the law forbid one from doing good on the Sabbath when
the law comes from God, Who is always doing good?”
- St. Theophylact of Ochrid, on the Paralytic

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & Commentaries: www.catena.com


http://www.catena.com
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST

For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Kristen Alderman, Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Anna Billik, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony
Canovas, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Paul Dolhy, Stephanie Downes, Mary
Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski,
Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke lera, Magdalena
Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly
Marchak, Mary Mateja, Lubo§ Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick
Martines, Lucia MatiSinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Deacon Michael Pirich, Kristen Quinn, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav
Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky,
Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky,
Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS:

Joseph Amodeo Victoria Hill Andrew Craig

Grace Carmody Samuel Striz Ramon Castillo

Anthony Albarran Nicholas Pannes Salvatore Ambrosino

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Priest Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Priest Alexander Hurtsellers,
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, & Ignatios
Leonardo, that God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, Daniel, Sienna
and the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week,
especially to Stephanie Fontanez and Danuta Horbal! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week,
especially to Robert & Kristin Stack! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For the Newly-Baptized Child of God Luke Timko, for his Parents and Godparents. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Servant of God +George Halama, as an 84th Birthday Remembrance. Vicnaja Jemu Pamjat!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@ gmail.com

MAY - J ULY 2026 *Shaded = days of fasting - Catechism Class © - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
MAY 3 9 4 5 6 7 8 9
SUNDAY OF THE Vespers & | FEAST OF ST. Camp Great Vespers
PARALYTIC Liturgy GEORGE Nazareth @ 6 PM
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM @ 6 PM Vespers, Meal, Senior
& Scripture Retreat
@ 6:30 PM
MAY 10 O 12 13 14 15 16
SUNDAY OF THE Vespers, Meal, First Holy
SAMARITAN WOMAN & Scripture Confessions
Chrismation of Grace Carmody @ 6:30 PM

- Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM, @ 6 PM

St. Nicholas Choir

Mother’s Day Blessings
MAY 17 e 18 19 20 21 22 23
SUNDAY OF THE Festal Vespers | FEAST OF Great Vespers
BLIND MAN & Liturgy ASCEN- @ 6 PM
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM @ 6 PM SION
First Holy Confession
Celebration
MAY 24 9 25 26 27 28 29 30
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Memorial CARPATHO- +ALL SOULS
- Day RUSYN Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM
Panachida for +Christina RHAPSODY -
Markovic CONCERT, Great Vespers
- CARNEGIE @ 6 PM
Parastas for +Parents, Brother HALL
Vasil, Mikulas Ceselka -

*No Services

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. — Licensed Funeral Director & Owner
Services available whenever and wherever needed
1275 - 65 St (Corner of 13" Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219
Family Owned & Operated since 1924
Large Parking Area 718-748-4860
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MAY 31 JUNE 1 2 3 4 5 6
FEAST OF PENTECOST SPIRIT SPIRIT  Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM | M g_N_DAY I %E_S_DAY & Scripture @6 PM
& KNEELING PRAYERS T e @ 6:30 PM
iturgy Liturgy
- @ 9 AM @ 9AM
St. Nicholas Choir
40th Day Parastas for +NadeZa
Bulikova Petrikova
JUNE 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS Apostles’ Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Fast & Scripture @ 6 PM
- Begins @ 6:30 PM
Baptism of Lena Worobey
JUNE 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
SUNDAY OF SAINTS OF Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
CARPATHO-RUS & Scripture @ 6 PM
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM @ 6:30 PM
Chrismation of Sam StriZ
JUNE 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
- & Scripture @ 6 PM
St. Nicholas Choir @ 6:30 PM
Father’s Day Blessings
Graduation Blessings
JUNE 28 29 30 JULY 1 2 3 4
CHURCH PICNIC Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM, & Scripture @ 6 PM
Pickell Park, NJ @ 6:30 PM
ACROD ACROD -
Altar Boy Altar Boy = ACROD Altar
ACROD Altar Boy Retreat Retreat Retreat Boy Retreat

FOLLOW THE DIOCESE ONLINE:

Diocesan Website: www.acrod.org Camp Nazareth: www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: http://twitter.com/acrodnews YouTube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

SCAN HERE TO DONATE TO THE
CHURCH ONLINE (via Square)

Donations go towards the needs of St. Nicholas Church and her efforts.
*Online donations are subject to a 2.9% fee + $0.30




