
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9th, 2025: Martyr Nestor of Thessaloniki

Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18   Gospel: Luke 8:26-39   Troparia: p 93-4 (Tone 5)


THE HOLY MARTYR NESTOR died along with the faithful Great Martyr Demetrios of Thessaloniki. He was 
moved by his witness and the Christian Faith he lived by. Leading up to this, the Emperor was in the habit of 
bringing a great fighter by the name of Lyaios to perform publicly in the city. He would often be put up against 
Christians, sentencing them by throwing them down onto planted spears below the platform. Nestor, a soldier, 
visited Demetrios in the prisons and asked him to pray for him, that he might overthrow Lyaios and become a 
witness of the Christian Faith. Demetrios gave his blessing and Nestor overcame Lyaios. This enraged the 
Emperor who ordered both Demetrios and Nestor to be put to death. Holy Martyr Nestor, pray to God for us!

BAPTISM of the Catechumen of God Samuel Staffan will take place before Divine Liturgy. Please come early 
in order to pray for Samuel, his new Godparents, and to welcome him into the fulness of the Orthodox Christian 
Faith. God grant him many happy & blessed years!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


CATECHISM CLASS will be offered in the church at the end of services for catechumens and any inquirers 
into the Faith. Resources will be shared and made available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.


Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all 
are invited downstairs! And a special thank you to everyone who 
made it possible have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly 
coffee hour teams.


COOKIE WALK DOUGH ROLLING: Come and participate in 
cookie dough rolling at coffee hour!


WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 
PM! Students will meet in the evening next week online with Fr. 
William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. 
William sends out an invitation to all parish families with students by 
email. If you have not received that invitation in the past, please 
contact Fr. William immediately.

ANNOUNCEMENT: THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE! As we prepare for the season of giving, our church 
is organizing a Thanksgiving Food Drive to support our ongoing partnership with Henry Street Settlement. We 
invite everyone to contribute non-perishable food items and pantry staples to help families in need this holiday 
season. Suggested items include canned vegetables, instant potatoes, gravy packs, canned cranberry, and boxed 
mac and cheese. Your generosity will go a long way in helping others enjoy a warm and nourishing 
Thanksgiving meal. Thank you to all who are able to donate and support this effort. 


-Julian Madey, Parish Outreach Coordinator


DURING THE WEEK

WED. NOV. 12th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE STUDY @ 6:30 PM


SAT. NOV. 15th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM


NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, NOV. 16th, 2025

PRESENTATION OF BREAD & SALT to His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory, our Diocesan Hierarch.

TONSURING TO THE OFFICE OF READER for the servants of God Owen Drummond and Andrew 
McAusland will take place before the start of Divine Liturgy. May God grant them many happy & blessed 
years!

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY will be celebrated by His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory in honor of 
our 100th Jubilee Celebration. Many Years, Master! Eis Polla Eti, Despota!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


100th JUBILEE CELEBRATION RECEPTION will follow liturgical services at Li Greci’s The Staaten for 
all ticket-holders. May God bless our 100th Anniversary Committee for all their hard work and organization in 
making this possible!

Newly-Installed Honor Roll Plaque In 
Honor of Parishioners Who Served in 

the US Armed Forces.
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WELCOME TO COOKIE WALK 2025! 

COOKIE WALK 2025 – OUR OWN NYC COOKIE MARATHON

Thank you to everyone who came last Saturday and stayed after 
Liturgy on Sunday. While I was watching my niece run in the 
NYC Marathon, St. Nicholas was having its own ball rolling 
marathon. Look – two full tables, four doughs and a little over 
an hour later – Success! As you see, we moved the dough ball 
thermometer up several notches. We will easily achieve the 
30,000 mark I had hoped to achieve before we take a much-
needed break to enjoy the 100th Anniversary festivities! Many 
thanks to Helenka, who stepped in for me on Sunday.


PLANS A, B & C – This Cookie Walk has been full of twists 
and turns. First, we couldn’t get our standard white boxes 
because our distributor no longer made our size. Shipping from 
Canada stopped our Plan B.  Gratefully, we found a Plan C. Next 
problem.  Our freezer rental location pulled out of NYC. No 
freezers except at a location in Brooklyn, which would cost 
almost $1300 to rent three for a month.  We paid a fraction of that 
each year. Plan C – buy our own. There are three up and running 
in the church, thanks to Paul Tymus and John Busel. Thank you 
also to Evelyn Kormanik for helping raise funds towards the cost. What are we 
doing with freezers after the Cookie Walk?  We are donating them to food pantries 
in need. That’s the best part of Plan C! 


We are starting to receive snacks, water and soda for Baking Week, December 
8-12th. Thank you for thinking of us. Please keep the items coming because we also 
provide lunch on CW Saturday as well. There are between 25-40 people in and out all 
day during Baking Week and about 85 on Saturday. We have an assortment of goodies 
for breaks and real food for our meals. We so appreciate Father William providing a 
healthy luncheon meal each day. If you are not going to be able to help in person, 
would you consider sponsoring a lunch or dinner for $50 - $100? That would assist us 

tremendously as we figure out our Baking Week menu. See Helenka or Kim if 
you can contribute.


________________________________________________________________
 

Keep using SIGNUP.com to let us know you will be 
helping. Take a look at the website and let us know when 

you will be able to join us rolling dough! 


https://signup.com/go/tBuLGwr  


We will be rolling dough this Saturday and Sunday and 
resume on Sunday, November 23.


Scan the QR code 

above to sign up!

https://signup.com/go/tBuLGwr
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Ecumenical Patriarch: Nicaea Meeting will be ‘Tangible Manifestation of 
the Unity of Eastern and Western Christianity’

The celebration in Nicaea of the 1700th anniversary of the First Ecumenical Council, which was held in that city in 325, 
could be the occasion for a meeting that has never taken place before in the entire two-thousand-year history of the 
Church: all five of the Patriarchs of the Pentarchy, the original Patriarchates of the Church, could be present. This would 
be a magnificent display of the sacred unity, universality, and continuity of the Church, and His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew is endeavoring to make it a reality. (Note: The Pope of Rome was not himself personally present 
in 325 AD, but his legate and official representative)


On October 22, 2025, His All-Holiness reiterated his invitation to His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos of 
Jerusalem: “We take this opportunity to repeat our fraternal invitation, which we have already sent in writing to His 
Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem, to celebrate together on the 28th of November in Nicaea the 1700th anniversary of 
the convocation of the First Ecumenical Council, along with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV of Rome and our most blessed 
and beloved brother Patriarchs Theodore of Alexandria and John of Antioch. We shall also honor on November 30, at the 
Phanar, the sacred memory of Saint Andrew the First-Called, the founder of the Church of Constantinople.”


His All-Holiness emphasized that “this historic event, a tangible manifestation of the unity of Eastern and Western 
Christianity—of the four Patriarchs of the East and the Patriarch of the West, the Pentarchy of the Patriarchates—cannot 
be imagined without the presence of the successor of Saint James, the Brother of the Lord. We pray and hope for the 
positive response of our beloved brother, His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos, in fulfillment of his sacred responsibility ‘for 
the unity of all.’”


The Ecumenical Patriarch has made it clear on several occasions that he envisions this meeting with Pope Leo of 
Rome to be an important element of the ongoing dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 
His All-Holiness stated in July 2025 that “for decades, we have engaged in authentic and courageous ecumenical 
dialogue, especially with our sister Church in Rome. Not from strategy or weakness, but in obedience to Christ’s prayer: 
‘that they may all be one’ (John 17:21). What unites us is far greater than what divides us.”…


Further clarifying the common elements among various religious traditions, His All-Holiness added: “Moreover, 
the entirety of religious traditions promotes organized charity and mutual aid, not only within the same religious 
community but indiscriminately to every person in need. Various volunteer initiatives, social work groups, and organized 
efforts to provide social assistance not only mitigate social and economic disparities but also strengthen bonds among 
members of the same or different religious groups and foster mutual understanding. Lastly, it is well-known that the 
teachings of many religious traditions, despite countless contrary examples, reject violence and intolerance while 
promoting tolerance and mutual understanding.”…


Clarifying potential misconceptions, His All-Holiness explained that “to avoid any misunderstanding or 
misinterpretation of what has been said, we emphatically state that mutual understanding and respect among members of 
different religious communities do not, by any means, signify religious syncretism, alteration, or dilution of traditional 
teachings, as often claimed by advocates of exclusivity and isolationism. Respecting another’s tradition does not, in any 
case, equate to betrayal of our faith and truth.” 


Emphasizing the importance of that respect, and its complete compatibility with our Holy Orthodox Faith, His 
All-Holiness stated: “This truth has been and continues to be defended with sacrificial love and selflessness by our 
martyred Ecumenical Patriarchate throughout the ages. The Ecumenical Patriarchate, which fully respects the ancient 
Tradition and Faith, is ready to engage in dialogue with any well-meaning 
interlocutor, not, of course, to exchange the principles and values of its 
Orthodox faith, but to convey the experiential truth of the Orthodox witness 
and to collaborate with all for the dissemination of fundamental human 
rights, religious freedom, justice, and peace.”


It is in that spirit that our spiritual father will travel to Nicaea. Let 
us pray that the historic meeting of the five Patriarchs comes to pass, and 
bears rich fruit for the unity and strength of the Church worldwide.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE


Gal 6 :11 See with what large letters I have written to 
you with my own hand! 12 As many as desire to 

make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be 
circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the 
cross of Christ. 13 For not even those who are circumcised keep 
the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may 
boast in your flesh. 14 But God forbid that I should boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a 
new creation. 16 And as many as walk according to this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 
17 From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus. 18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.


GOSPEL


Lk 8 :26 Then they sailed to the country of 
the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And 

when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man 
from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no 
clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he 
saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud 
voice said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” 29 For He had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had 
often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with 
chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by 
the demon into the wilderness.  30 Jesus asked him, 
saying, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” because 
many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him that 
He would not command them to go out into the abyss. 32 Now a 
herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they 
begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He 
permitted them. 33 Then the demons went out of the man and 
entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep 
place into the lake and drowned. 34 When those who 
fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city 
and in the country. 35 Then they went out to see what had 
happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom 
the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 They also who had 
seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-
possessed was healed. 37 Then the whole multitude of the 
surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from 
them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the 
boat and returned. 38 Now the man from whom the demons 
had departed begged Him that he might be with Him…


SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“Observe what grief possesses his 
blessed soul. As those who are 

oppressed with some sorrow, who have 
lost one of their own kindred, and 
suffered an unexpected calamity, rest 
neither by night nor day, because their 
grief besieges their soul, so the blessed 
Paul, after a short moral discourse, 
returns again to that former subject 
which chiefly disturbed his mind, 
saying as follows: see with how large 
letters I have written unto you with my 
own hand. By this he signifies that he 
had written the whole letter himself, 
which was a proof of great sincerity.


-St. John Chrysostom


“I n great misery and nakedness, he 
wandered among the graves of the 

dead. He was in utter wretchedness, 
leading a disgraceful life. He was a 
proof of the cruelty of the demons and a 
plain demonstration of their 
impurity…. Whoever they possess and 
subject to their power, at once they 
make him an example of great misery, 
deprived of every blessing, destitute of 
all sobriety, and entirely deprived even 
of reason. Some say, “Why do they 
possess people?” I answer those who 
wish to have this explained that the 
reason of these things is very deep. 
Somewhere one of his saints addressed 
God by saying, “Your judgments are a 
vast abyss.” As long as we bear this in 
mind, we will perhaps not miss the 
mark. The God of all purposely permits 
some to fall into their power. He does 
not do this so that they may suffer but 
that we may learn by their example 
how the demons treat us and may 
avoid the desire of being subject to 
them.


-St. Cyril of Alexandria


St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, 
Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:

Christopher Villatoro	 Xavier Muenzen	 Anthony Albarran		 Andrew & Erin Timko

Samuel Staffan		 Grace Carmody		 Victoria	 Hill			 Michael & Elizabeth Seewald	  	
Joseph Amodeo		 Sloane Harris						 Benjamin & Sophia Worobey	


DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte			 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly				 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick			 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas 
Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that God may grant them many 
more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Sara Clemente! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to Kevin & Justina Ryan! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Newly-Born child of God Basil Fontanez and his family! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Servant of God Samuel Staffan, preparing for Holy Baptism, his parents & Godparents. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


“HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!”

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


NOV - DEC 2025   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

NOV 9

Baptism of Samuel Staffan


-

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

10 11 12

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

13 14 15

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

NOV 16

100th PARISH JUBILEE!


Hierarchical Liturgy 

@ 9:30 AM

17 18 19

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

20

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy 

@ 6 PM

21

ARCHANGEL 
MICHAEL & 
ALL ANGELS

22

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

NOV 23

ARCHON SUNDAY


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-


Panachida for 

+Michał Koneval


-

Parastas for 


+John & Anna Benyo

24 25 26

*No Services

27

Thanksgiving

28 29

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

NOV 30

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

DEC 1 2 3

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy 

@ 6 PM

4

ENTRANCE OF 
THE MOTHER 

OF GOD

5 6

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

DEC 7

BAKING WEEK


Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

8

BAKING 
WEEK

9

BAKING 
WEEK

10

BAKING 

WEEK


*No Services

11

BAKING 

WEEK

12

BAKING 
WEEK

13

COOKIE WALK

11 AM to 4 PM

DEC. 14

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

COOKIE WALK

12 PM to 3 PM

15 16 17

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

18

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy 

@ 6 PM

19

FEAST OF 


ST. NICHOLAS

20

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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