
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, OCT. 12th, 2025: Venerable Cyriacus the Hermit
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11   Gospel: Luke 6:31-36   Troparia: p 85-86 (Tone 1)

THE VENERABLE CYRIACUS OF PALESTINE lived in the 6th Century. A son of a priest, he first became 
Reader in the church as a young man. A love of Holy Scripture awakened in him a love for the Lord, longing to 
live a pure and holy life. He entered into monasticism not much later, watched carefully for his young age but 
easily fulfilling all of the obediences placed before him. He was sustained by very little food or sleep, praying 
fervently. Due to instability in the region, he had to relocate to other monasteries, but to no interruption of his 
prayer. Miracles surrounded Cyriacus’s prayers, God seemingly moved by His intercession for others. Knowing 
his last days drew near, he summoned his brothers and blessed them all, reposing immediately after at the age 
of 109. St. Cyriacus, pray to God for us!

HOLY CHRISMATION will take place just before Divine Liturgy for the Catechumen and Servant of God 
Dominic Berardi. Come and pray for Dominic as he is received into the fulness of the Faith. May God grant him 
many happy & blessed years!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly coffee hour teams.

FAMILY OUTING will take place immediately afterward to go and see The Lion King on Broadway! 
Gratitude to Kathy Matlak for making this happen for our families!

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM

DURING THE WEEK 
MON. OCT. 13th - FESTAL VESPERS & DIVINE LITURGY @ 6 PM, POKROV, FEAST OF THE 
PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD. 

WED. OCT. 15th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE STUDY @ 6:30 PM 

SAT. OCT. 18th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, OCT. 19th, 2025
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly coffee hour teams.

ARCHON-ELECT NICHOLAS TIMKO, St. Nicholas Cantor, Choir Director, and Board Member, will be 
blessed & received along with a fellow class of Archons at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral at 337 East 
74th Street. Fr. William will depart immediately following Divine Liturgy to attend the blessing, any are 
welcome to accompany. May God grant him many blessed years!

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM
_________________________________________________________________________________________

LAST WEEK: A SHOWING OF “THE PICCIRILLI 
FACTOR” BY DIRECTOR EDUARDO MONTES-

BRADLEY

It was a rare joy and pleasure after daily Vespers to feature 
a newly-released film on the impact of the Piccirilli 

Brothers, world-renowned sculptors in the early 20th 
century whose own Leonardo Da Vinci Art School was 
located right here in our own church building. We were 

joined by Mr. Montes-Bradley, as well as family members 
of the original members and occupants. Time was given as 

well at the end for questions and discussion.
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ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!
If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a 

day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!
Downstairs in the Main Hall by the door, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared 

transport between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church



BUILDING A DESERT IN THE HEART: ON UNCEASING PRAYER
By St. Seraphim Chichagov, taken from www.orthochristian.com

Our Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples: Watch ye therefore, and pray always  (Lk. 21:36). And the Holy Apostle Paul 
wrote to the Thessalonians: Pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:7).

Unceasing prayer is the greatest weapon against the enemy and his temptations, bringing man the highest, 
spiritual pleasure. Let not people in the world think that this is a supernatural activity that deters them from work and the 
fulfillment of their duties and is therefore something harmful. There have always been debates about unceasing prayer and 
many have fallen into error. Some, like Origen, considered good deeds to be prayer; others reproached monks who 
avoided work under the pretext of prayer; still others judged the ascetic practice of prayer by looking at the so-called 
Euchites who formed a sect and boasted that they prayed unceasingly. These sectarians indeed avoided labor, lived on 
alms, and wandered the streets in a drowsy state. Of course, there have always been plenty of people who incorrectly and 
senselessly fulfilled the wise Apostolic command about unceasing prayer.

But there have also been found true men of prayer at all times in Christianity who called unceasing prayer 
“noetic prayer.” In addition to the Church’s prayer books, compiled to maintain and arouse prayerful vigilance, the holy 
elders living the contemplative life established the practice of reciting, at certain hours of the day, one prayer beloved by 
all, as frequently as possible. Thus, Palladius tells about monks who said up to 100 prayers a day, and Abba Paul who 
lived in the desert and said 300 prayers daily and would keep 300 pebbles in his bosom and throw out one for each 
completed prayer so as not to lose count. However, this ascetic Paul found out that there was a pious virgin living in his 
area who fasted five days a week and said 700 prayers daily. There were saints who prayed for several days in a row or 
spent whole nights in prayer until sunrise, for a week, and only then rested.

In ancient times, there was an Abba Lucius living in Egypt who was distinguished by his austerity of life, 
diligence, and clear understanding of the word of God. One day, some people came to him who placed all their salvation 
in prayer alone, and Abba Lucius, among other things, asked them what kind of handicrafts they did. They responded that 
they didn’t do any work, but only unceasingly prayed, according to the Apostolic commandment. “Do you eat?” the elder 
asked. “Of course,” they said. “Do you sleep?” Abba Lucius asked. “How could we not sleep?” the men of prayer 
exclaimed. “Who prays for you when you eat and sleep?” the elder continued. They had no answer, of course. Then the 
saint explained to them that they were preaching falsehood and that you can pray incessantly even while doing 
handiwork. “For example, I weave baskets out of reeds,” said Abba Lucius, “and I say: ‘Have mercy on me, O God.’ Isn’t 
that prayer?” “It’s prayer,” they said. “Thus, I spend the day in labor and prayer,” the saint explained. “I earn money, of 
which I give half to the poor. They pray for me while I eat and sleep.”

Unceasing prayer is the highest wisdom, which consists not in words, in reading aloud, in prostrations, in 
standing before icons, but requires only that we remember God everywhere and always, undertake everything with our 
thoughts on Him, and do everything to the glory of God; then our entire life will be continuous and unceasing prayer. 
Every Christian needs this prayer for salvation, not only monastics, as they think in the world. Anyone who wants to 
renounce sin, to strive for seclusion in his heart with love for Christ, to build a monastery or a desert within himself, will 
never achieve all this without the habit of unceasing prayer.

To compel the mind and heart to ceaselessly remember God, experienced spiritual elders chose one prayer and 
established rules for how to pray it. This practice is quite simple: You must place your mind in your heart, that is, 
concentrate your thoughts and desires in your heart, free the mind of distraction and force it to surrender to the feelings of 
the heart, and then, standing before the Lord, say the Jesus Prayer: “Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner!” Pray this everywhere, at home, on the road, during work, in church, always and everywhere, every day.

The holy elders, and indeed many living men of prayer, testify that this is a good work and it’s worth laboring to 
train yourself in unceasing prayer. Fr. Partheny of Kiev, a well-known ascetic in his time, vividly explained that this 
salvific prayer is at first laborious, but if you don’t get lazy about it, it becomes self-moving and begins to pray itself, 
resembling a brook babbling in the heart. In short, unceasing prayer leads the one praying to a state where the heart itself 
prays and the body labors and does its work. We need the habit and to feel the need for unceasing prayer, and the heart 
begins to thirst for such a spiritual effort as its sweetest nourishment. Such prayer purifies the human heart of everything 
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sinful and draws the grace of God into it, with the result that the whole man is reborn and becomes Spirit-bearing, 
enlightened by the truth of Christ and possessing spiritual vision.

Beloved brothers and sisters! This is a blessed state for man! To live and labor this way is always joyful and 
consoling, but only those who are experientially assured of the truth of the words and testimonies of Christian ascetics can 
comprehend all that has been said. All are able to achieve this blessed spiritual transformation through the unceasing 
Jesus Prayer and to taste the sweetness of drawing near to the Lord Christ with the heart. May the Son of God help us 
also to be resolute in such prayer, that we might know the truth and not be separated in this temporal life on earth from 
Him, Sweetest Jesus, through the intercession of our Lady the Theotokos and the Heavenly powers. Amen. 
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY

EPISTLE

2 Cor 9 :6 But this I say: He who sows 
sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So 
let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may have an abundance for every 
good work. 9 As it is written: 

“He has dispersed abroad, 
He has given to the poor; 
His righteousness endures forever.” 

10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, 
and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed 
you have sown and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in 
everything for all liberality, which causes 
thanksgiving through us to God. 

GOSPEL

Lk 6 :31 And just as you want men to do to 
you, you also do to them likewise. 

32 “But if you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 And if you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same.  

34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope 
to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners lend to sinners to receive as much 
back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, 
and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and 
evil.  

36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also 
is merciful. 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“H e that sows sparingly, shall reap also 
sparingly; and he that sows bountifully shall 

reap also bountifully. And he did not say niggardly, 
but a milder expression, employing the name of the 
sparing. And he called the thing sowing; that you 
might at once look unto the recompense, and having 
in mind the harvest, might feel that you receive more 
than you give. Wherefore he did not say, 'He that 
gives,' but He that sows: and he said not 'ye, if you 
sow,' but made what he said general. Neither did he 
say, 'largely,' but bountifully, which is far greater 
than this. And again, he betakes himself to that 
former point of gladness;” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“P eople who give reluctantly or under 
compulsion present a blemished sacrifice 

which should not be accepted.” 

-St. Basil the Great 

“But he not only condemns as unprofitable the 
love and kindness of sinners, but also the 

lending. As it follows, And if you lend to those from 
whom you hope to receive, what thank have you? for 
sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. Either by giving them temporal gifts, or by 
inspiring His heavenly gifts with wonderful grace.” 

-Venerable Bede 

“C losely neighboring, so to speak, upon the 
virtues which we have just mentioned is 

compassion, of which he next makes mention. For it 
is a most excelling thing, and very pleasing to God, 
and in the highest degree proper for pious souls. It 
may suffice for us to imprint upon our mind that 
compassion is an attribute of the divine nature. “Be 
merciful,” he says, “as your heavenly Father is 
merciful.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & 
Commentaries: www.catena.com
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony 
Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia 
Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph 
Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, 
Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine 
Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Nadežda Bulikova 
Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej 
Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, 
Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and 
Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Dominic Berardi Sloane Harris Hector & Stephanie Fontanez
Samuel Staffan Xavier Muenzen Anthony Albarran Andrew & Erin Timko
Joseph Amodeo Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Michael & Elizabeth Seewald

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that 
God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Lillian Benc, Max Walker, Vasil Rusinak, & Mikulas Salon! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to James & Lauren Prokos! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Servant of God Dominic Berardi, preparing for Holy Chrismation this day. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Handmaid of God Jane Salony, for her health & salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the New Camp Nazareth Director Fr. Nathaniel Choma, Pani Nicole, & their children! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

OCT - NOV 2025   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

OCT 12
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Family Outing: Lion King!

13
Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy
@ 6 PM

14
FEAST 

OF 
POKROV

15
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

16 17 18
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

OCT 19
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Archon Blessing of Nicholas 

Timko, Holy Trinity Cathedral 

20 21 22
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

23 24 25
Carpatho-Rusyn 

Musical 
Performance 

Rehearsal
-

Great Vespers 
@ 6 PM

OCT 26
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Carpatho-Rusyn Musical 
Performance, to follow

27 28 29
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

30 31 NOV 1
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 9 AM
-

Great Vespers 
@ 6 PM

NOV 2
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for 

+Betty Kormanik

3 4 5
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

6 7 8
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

NOV 9
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

10 11 12
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

13 14 15
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM
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