
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, OCT. 19th, 2025: Holy Apostle Thomas
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9   Gospel: Luke 7:11-16   Troparia: p 87-88 (Tone 2)

THE HOLY APOSTLE THOMAS was a Galilean by birth and a fisherman by trade. He is among the Twelve, 
those closest to Christ during His earthly ministry. He is famously referred to as “Doubting Thomas” for his 
interaction with Christ after His Resurrection, saying “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25) As we 
know, Christ appeared to him and offered him His own hands and side, that He and others might believe. 
According to Church Tradition, when all the Apostles began their missionary efforts, the holy Apostle Thomas 
founded Christian churches in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Parthia, Ethiopia and India. Preaching the Gospel 
earned him a martyr’s death in the Indian city of Meliapur. Holy Apostle Thomas, pray to God for us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

ARCHON-ELECT NICHOLAS TIMKO, St. Nicholas Cantor, Choir Director, and Board Member, will be 
blessed & received along with a fellow class of Archons at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral at 337 East 
74th Street. Fr. William will depart immediately following Divine Liturgy to attend the blessing, any are 
welcome to accompany. May God grant him many blessed years!

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly coffee hour teams.

WEEKLY POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM! Students will meet in the evening 
next week online with Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William sent out an 
invitation to all parish families with students by email. If you did not receive that invitation, please contact Fr. 
William immediately.

ANNOUNCEMENT: THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE! As we prepare for the 
season of giving, our church is organizing a Thanksgiving Food Drive to support 
our ongoing partnership with Henry Street Settlement. We invite everyone to 
contribute non-perishable food items and pantry staples to help families in need 
this holiday season. Suggested items include canned vegetables, instant potatoes, 
gravy packs, canned cranberry, and boxed mac and cheese. Your generosity will 
go a long way in helping others enjoy a warm and nourishing Thanksgiving meal. 
Thank you to all who are able to donate and support this effort. 

-Julian Madey, Parish Outreach Coordinator

DURING THE WEEK 
WED. OCT. 22nd - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE STUDY @ 6:30 PM 

SAT. OCT. 25th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM 

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, OCT. 26th, 2025
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be 
offered after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors. May God grant you 
all many happy & blessed years!

CATECHISM CLASS will be offered in the church at the end of services for 
catechumens and any inquirers into the Faith. Resources will be shared and 
made available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are 
invited downstairs! And a special thank you to everyone who made it possible 
have coffee hour, without fail, including our weekly coffee hour teams.

CONCERT PERFORMANCE will take place downstairs in the Main Hall! 
See the attached ad for more details; don’t miss it! Thank you to Bogdan 
Horbal for taking care to arrange this special treat for our parish.

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM Many & Blessed Years to 
Archon-Elect Nicholas Timko! 

Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!



WELCOME TO COOKIE WALK 2025! 
Plans are well underway for this year’s event. I think everyone can 
imagine why our theme is 100 Varieties for 100 Years. So, we have 
pulled out some “oldies but goodies” from past Cookie Walks and have 

put together a very exciting slate of cookies this year. One ton of supplies 
were delivered, shipped, purchased and organized over the last few days. 
Thank you to the “yellow bag” crew who measured the ingredients for our 
upcoming dough rolling days.

EXCITING NEWS: For the past two years, the Cookie Walk added a 
Book Nook reading area, skillfully manned by Kathy Matlak. For this 
year’s story – we are writing our very own children’s book. This was 
Tiffany Canjura’s brilliant idea. I won’t spoil the details just yet, but I think 
you will recognize some of the “people” in the story. It’s a magical 
adventure that takes place throughout Manhattan and centers around our 
100th Anniversary. We have also created some unique cookies to celebrate 
the many characters and NYC landmarks that are featured in the short story.

COOKIE WALK VOLUNTEER CALENDAR – The time has come to 
start making dough – less than two months until the big event – December 13-14th. We start rolling this 
Sunday!

SIGNUP.com – Take a look at the website and let us know when you will be able to 
join us rolling dough! https://signup.com/go/tBuLGwr Please take note: Sundays count. 
If we know you are planning to stay, we can gauge how many doughs to make for that 
Sunday. We can also use your help on Saturdays and other miscellaneous days as 
indicated on the calendar. Baking week 2025 is December 8-12th. We need you. There 
are three shifts each day and baking from 9 – 9. It’s hard work and a fun time. No 
experience in baking is needed. There are jobs to do for all levels of experience. This 
is the last one. If you have never been a part of the production side of the Cookie 
Walk, join us.

WE DID IT! Based 
on the cookies we are 
making and the number of paper towel holders we 
have on hand – we have enough for the many 
slice and bake cookies we do each year. Thank 
you to everyone who has consistently saved them. 
We really appreciate your help! The dough ball 
thermometer will return next week. The 
momentum is starting to build. Let’s go out with a 
flourish and make 2025 the best Cookie Walk we 
have had - #14.
________________________________________

PHOTO, LEFT: The crew from last year’s 
Cookie Walk. God bless and watch over all our 
workers this year, new and old!

Scan the QR code 
above to sign up!



ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!
If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a 

day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!
Downstairs in the Main Hall by the door, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared 

transport between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.





ON THE EUCHARIST: THE MYSTERY OF HOLY COMMUNION
By Archpriest Vsevolod Shpiller, taken from www.orthochristian.com

The most important place in the body of church services is occupied by the service we call the Liturgy. Liturgy is a Greek 
word that means communal service. Sometimes it signifies service to our neighbor, charity, and sometimes service in the 
Altar. Divine Services have as their goal to bring us closer to God, to bring us closer to Him in prayer. However, the 
greatest manifestation of closeness, the Lord’s presence among the faithful, “Theosis” of man and nature is accomplished 
in the Mystery of the Eucharist, which is at the center of the life of the Church.

The Eucharist was established by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself during the Mystical Supper He hosted. Jesus 
Christ assembled His disciples on the night when he was to be betrayed and given over to suffering, torment, crucifixion, 
and death. He assembled His disciples as their head, as the eldest, although in terms of age He was not their elder. He 
performed the ritual of the meal according to the pattern accepted by the people in the Old Testament Church, but with 
one unusual difference: when He broke the Bread, and when he elevated the Cup after having read the special prayers of 
thanksgiving to God for everything, He said to his disciples: Do this in remembrance of Me. The Bread is My Body, and 
this Wine is my Blood. When you remember Me in this manner, you will be eating of My Body and drinking of My Blood. 
And whosoever will do that, will abide in Me, and I will abide in him, forever.

During the Eucharist, we remember everything that happened to Christ: His Incarnation, His entire life, 
Golgotha, the Resurrection, and the Ascension…The Liturgy imparts a real, actual communion with God, illumining each 
participant, so that in a profound mystery, during each Liturgy the bread and wine that had been brought into the Altar is 
transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. Also, at the moment each of the faithful communing of the Very Body and 
Very Blood of Christ, is really, actually, not merely intellectually or seemingly, united with God Himself. During 
the Liturgy, God’s fulfillment of His promise to be among men accomplishes man’s fullest enlightenment.

Here God’s unique action transpires, bringing Divine power into this world; and each of us partakes of that 
power. It enters into our hearts and acts through us in everything we do. That power of God imparts to everything you do, 
however seemingly insignificant, enormous importance, profundity; in this lies the spiritual meaning of Orthodoxy. 
Through everything that a Christian does in this world, participating worthily in the Eucharist, God’s power enters the 
world, the power that transforms the world that blesses the world, remakes the world. It does so even though the world 
does not understand it. The world does not even know about it. That is what the Eucharist is! That is why from the earliest 
days the Eucharist—the sacrifice of thanksgiving, the breaking of bread—has been the central fact of Christian life. The 
Eucharist is the greatest expression of Christian unity, of life in a single Body, the Single Holy Church of Christ. The 
Mystery is the source of that unity. We are a single Body - His Body. We all—living and dead—are one. In the Altar, the 
priest reads the words, “And all of us who partake of the one Bread and the one Cup do Thou unite one to another…” 
Everyone standing here, the living and the dead, the Church on earth and the glorified Church “which hath One Head.”…

During the Eucharist, the central, most important event takes place: Christ appears in our midst. Where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name (and it was just so that Christians gather together during the Eucharist), there I 
am in their midst. There Christ is in our midst with all the power of His compassionate love, able to decisively grant each 
of us everything that we need, and so that the seed of God’s word that enters into our soul when we hear the Gospel, the 
Good News, might not be wasted and perish, but might grow in every heart. Amid the reign of anarchy and chaos in this 
world, the Mystery of the Eucharist, the Divine Liturgy, is the anticipation of a different world, a different Kingdom, 
“where is the light of God.” The Eucharist is the link connecting the present and the future, our current state with the 
glorious Transfiguration to come. In the Eucharist, time disappears, time enters into eternity. And we belong to and 
experience/take part in eternity. Because everything we remember as having been—Jesus Christ’s embarking on his 
mission to preach, the Mystical Supper—this in our intellect WAS, but in God IS. Everything that was, is. That is 
something impossible for the mind to comprehend. Jesus Christ’s death is a sacrifice. There is His death, Resurrection, 
and Ascension. It all was and is. For us, it is yet to come, but for the Lord, it already is. And what is yet to come? Our own 
death, our own resurrection, our own ascension. But it already… is. 

During the Liturgy, we are in the past, the present and the future, and that is something that is not a concept, not a 
fantasy, not ideas, but actual reality. Such is the Mystery of the Eucharist. 

https://orthochristian.com/130097.html
https://orthochristian.com/52879.html
https://orthochristian.com/144079.html


SUNDAY SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
EPISTLE

2 Cor 11 :31 The God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 

blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In 
Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, 
was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a 
garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 but I was let 
down in a basket through a window in the wall, 
and escaped from his hands. 

2 Cor 12 :1 It is doubtless not 
profitable for me to boast. I 

will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: 2 I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—
whether in the body I do not know, or whether out 
of the body I do not know, God knows—such a 
one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I 
know such a man—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows— 4 how he was 
caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter…
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet 
me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning 
this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that 
it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will 
rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 

GOSPEL

Lk 7 :11 Now it happened, the day 
after, that He went into a city called 

Nain; and many of His disciples went 
with Him, and a large crowd. 12 And when He 
came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man 
was being carried out, the only son of his mother; 
and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the 
city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He 
had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not 
weep.” 14 Then He came and touched the open 
coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And 
He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 So he 
who was dead sat up and began to speak. And 
He presented him to his mother. 16 Then fear came 
upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has 
visited His people.” 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“I t is not so much the deeds themselves which are 
the cause of pride, as our telling them to others. 

Good deeds will not puff anybody up unless they are 
witnessed to and remarked upon by others.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“G od told Paul that it was enough that he could 
raise the dead, cure the blind, cleanse lepers 

and do other miracles. He did not need exemption 
from danger and fear as well, or complete freedom 
to preach without any form of hindrance. Indeed, 
when these troubles come, God’s power of 
deliverance is shown, and the gospel triumphs in 
spite of persecution. The more the trials increased, 
the more grace increased as well.” 

-St. John Chrysostom 

“T he dead man was being buried, and many 
friends were conducting him to his tomb. 

Christ, the life and resurrection, meets him there. He 
is the Destroyer of death and of corruption. He is the 
One in whom we live and move and are. He is who 
has restored the nature of man to that which it 
originally was and has set free our deathfraught 
flesh from the bonds of death. He had mercy upon 
the woman, and that her tears might be stopped, he 
commanded saying, “Weep not.” Immediately the 
cause of her weeping was done away. 

-St. Cyril of Alexandria 

“T he Virgin’s son met the widow’s son. He 
became like a sponge for her tears and as life 

for the death of her son. Death turned about in its 
den and turned its back on the victorious one.  

-St. Ephrem the Syrian 

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & 
Commentaries: www.catena.com



ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Jane Salony Canovas, Peter & 
Maria Ceselka, Tony Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, 
Tommy Fackovec, Gia Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd 
Henderson, Priest Joseph Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-
Plutchok, Michael Kerr, Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard 
McCullough, Christine Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, 
Nadežda Bulikova Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, 
George & Ondrej Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Anna Sukovata, 
Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, 
Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Dominic Berardi Sloane Harris Hector & Stephanie Fontanez
Samuel Staffan Xavier Muenzen Anthony Albarran Andrew & Erin Timko
Joseph Amodeo Grace Carmody Victoria Hill Michael & Elizabeth Seewald

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that 
God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Maryam Gueye and Jan Kormanik! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to Matthew & Nicole Stack and Paul & Meagan Sikoryak! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Newly-Added Handmaidens of God Anna Sukovata and Jane Salony Canovas. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

OCT - NOV 2025   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

OCT 19
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Archon Blessing of Nicholas 

Timko, Holy Trinity Cathedral 

20 21 22
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

23 24 25
Carpatho-Rusyn 

Musical 
Performance 

Rehearsal
-

Great Vespers 
@ 6 PM

OCT 26
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Carpatho-Rusyn Musical 
Performance, to follow

27 28 29
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

30 31 NOV 1
+ALL SOULS
Divine Liturgy 

@ 9 AM
-

Great Vespers 
@ 6 PM

NOV 2
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for 

+Betty Kormanik

3 4 5
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

6 7 8
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

NOV 9
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

10 11 12
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

13 14 15
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

16
100th PARISH JUBILEE!

Hierarchical Liturgy 
@ 9:30 AM

17 18 19
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

20
Festal 

Vespers & 
Liturgy 
@ 6 PM

21
ARCHANGEL 
MICHAEL & 
BODILESS 
POWERS

22
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

