
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009


Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik


Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh

Church Phone #: 212-254-6685


Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org


WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

__________________________________________________________________________________________


For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”


__________________________________________________________________________________________


SUNDAY, OCT. 5th, 2025: Hieromartyr Phocas

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1   Gospel: Luke 5:1-11   Troparia: p 99-100 (Tone 8)


HOLY HIEROMARTYR PHOCAS lived in the first century under the Emperor Trajan. By his influence, a 
great many pagans converted to the Orthodox Faith, which put Phocas at risk. He became the Bishop of Sinope 
along the northern coast of modern-day Turkey. When brought in by the local governor, he refused to renounce 
Christ and endured fierce torture, dying by water. He is venerated as a defender against fire and as a helper for 
the drowning. Holy Hieromartyr Phocas, pray to God for us!


HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


CATECHISM CLASS will be offered in the church at the end of services for catechumens and any inquirers 
into the Faith. Resources will be shared and made available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.


POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM

Glory to 
God for 100 

Years!



DURING THE WEEK

WED. OCT. 8th - VESPERS, MEAL, & DOCUMENTARY 
SHOWING OF “THE PICCIRILLI FACTOR” @ 6:30 PM


SAT. OCT. 11th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM


NEXT WEEK: 

SUNDAY, OCT. 12th, 2025


HOLY CHRISMATION will take place just before Divine Liturgy for the Catechumen and Servant of God 
Dominic Berardi. Come and pray for Dominic as he is received into the fulness of the Faith. May God grant him 
many happy & blessed years!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!


COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank 
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM

_________________________________________________________________________________________

LAST WEEK: GLORY TO GOD FOR 100 YEARS OF LITURGY!

The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy last week marked 100 years (and one day) since the very first Divine Liturgy of 
our Church here in a new, permanent home. We were joined by His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, our 
Diocesan Hierarch, as well as special guests Deacon Marek Simon, Executive Director of OCF, Steven 
Christoforou, Vice Chairman of OCF and Guest Homilist, and Joy, the President of NYU OCF who greeted His 
Eminence with the traditional bread and salt. The celebration continued downstairs after Liturgy with a State 
Fair-themed reception sponsored and prepared by Fr. William & Pani Ileana in gratitude for 10 years of service 
to the Parish. Proceeds from the event raised $1,650 to go towards the Church & OCF.
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WHAT IS OCF?
Orthodox Christian Fellowship is the official Eastern Orthodox 
college/university campus ministry throughout North America. 


What are OCF’s Goals? 
“Our goal is to actualize the Orthodox Christian life in the hearts, minds, 

and souls of college students by facilitating unified campus ministry efforts 
- reaching Orthodox college students on campuses throughout North America.”As a parish, we have worked to 
be a home to our local NYU OCF chapter and have found ourselves to be a home away from home (or in some 

cases, first home) to a number of college students from SEVERAL campuses. In the words of some past and 
present parish participants:

“OCF is a great experience of young orthodox people getting to meet other young orthodox people who are still 
in school and who are very much alike to each other where we all a common faith. We can talk to one another 
with the shared understanding of values and experiences from childhood. Throughout our short lives , young 

Orthodox Christians can experience a certain loneliness like St. Herman of Alaska, not experiencing the 
company of other Orthodox Christians, living their day to day lives in a religious solitude where we are 

surrounded by fellow scholars on campuses but a thirst and hunger arises where we can not relate in faith to 
other people in our daily lives. However OCF is a great way to break that chain of religious solitude where you 
strengthen your faith getting to talk to other orthodox Christians who are facing the same challenges and issues 

that you yourself face. You not only get to talk about your faith to others but you also talk about the 
contemporary times of what you future you desire to build on your path to graduating.”   -  AJ Ioukliaevskikh


May God’s Heavenly Kingdom ever be home for the college students of this parish, those abroad or those 
here with us, and may they come to experience God’s Kingdom even more closely because of their 

belonging to the Body of Christ here, for as long as God so wills. God grant OCF National, all of her 
officers, her laborers, and those they serve many happy and blessed years! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY


EPISTLE

2 Cor 6 :16 And what agreement has 
the temple of God with idols? 

For you are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: “I will dwell in them 
And walk among them. 
I will be their God, 
And they shall be My people.”

17 Therefore, “Come out from among them 
And be separate, says the Lord. 
Do not touch what is unclean, 
And I will receive you.”

18 “I will be a Father to you, 
And you shall be My sons and daughters, 
Says the Lord Almighty.”


2 Cor 7 :1 Therefore, having these 
promises, beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God.


GOSPEL

Lk 5 :1 So it was, as the multitude pressed 
about Him to hear the word of God, 
that He stood by the Lake of 

Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the 
lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and 
were washing their nets. 3 Then He got into one of 
the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And He sat down and 
taught the multitudes from the boat. 4 When He 
had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch 
out into the deep and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 5 But Simon answered and said to Him, 
“Master, we have toiled all night and caught 
nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down 
the net.” 6 And when they had done this, they 
caught a great number of fish, and their net was 
breaking. 7 So they signaled to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both the boats, so that they began 
to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord!” 9 For he and all who were 
with him were astonished at the catch of fish which 
they had taken; 10 and so also were James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid. From now on you will catch men.” 11 So 
when they had brought their boats to 
land, they forsook all and followed Him.


SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

“Y ou alone have been made the image of the 
Reality that transcends all understanding, the 

likeness of imperishable beauty, the imprint of true 
Divinity, the recipient of beatitude, the seal of the 
true light. When you turn to Him you become that 
which He is Himself… There is nothing so great 
among beings that it can be compared with your 
greatness. God is able to measure the whole Heaven 
with His span. The earth and sea are enclosed in the 
hollow of His hand. And although He is so great and 
holds all creation in the palm of His hand, you are 
able to hold Him, He dwells in you and moves within 
you without constraint, for He has said, ‘I will live 
and move among them’”


-St. John Chrysostom


“H ere we are instructed to marvel at the 
unspeakable benevolence of God in Christ 

Jesus and with the greater fear to cleanse ourselves 
of every defilement of the flesh and the spirit.”


-St. Basil the Great


“T he Lord entering the ship, and asking Peter to 
put off a little from the land, signifies that we 

must be moderate in our words to the multitude, that 
they may be neither taught earthly things, nor from 
earthly things rush into the depths of the 
sacraments. Or, the Gospel must first be preached to 
the neighboring countries of the Gentiles, that (as He 
afterwards says, Launch out into the deep) He might 
command it to be preached afterwards to the more 
distant nations.”


-St. Augustine of Hippo


“But mark their faith and obedience. For though 
they were eagerly engaged in the employment 

of fishing, yet when they heard the command of 
Jesus, they delayed not, but forsook all and followed 
Him. Such is the obedience which Christ demands of 
us; we must not forego it, even though some great 
necessity urges us. Hence it follows, And having 
brought their ships to land.”


-St. John Chrysostom


*Commentary taken from Catena Bible & 
Commentaries: www.catena.com
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ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!
If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a 

day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!
Downstairs in the Main Hall by the door, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared 

transport between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.

SPONSORED A JOURNAL PAGE? PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PAYMENT ASAP!
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE!
This year, much time has been spent organizing and coming up with ways for us to be active and serving as a parish; 

serving God, serving one another, and serving our neighbors. Glory to God, Who makes it possible!


LIGHT CANDLES FOR THOSE ON THE PARISH PRAYER LIST

Candles can (and should) be lit every Sunday for those on our Parish Prayer List. If you would like to be the person who 
lights those candles in prayer, whether on a particular Sunday or an ongoing basis, or would like to sponsor those candles 
in particular with a donation, reach out to Fr. William.


ASSEMBLE LITURGY BOOK RIBBONS

Wonderfully, we had 200+ brand new Divine Liturgy books donated to the Church! Glory to God and those who make 
such things possible. As a special measure and help to those who could use it, we now have the chance to assemble and 
insert ribbons into all our books. If you consider yourself crafty, or even not but would still like to help, we now have the 
supplies and it just needs the hands to help out, even if for an hour here and there until it gets done. Reach out to Fr. 
William if you would like to help here.


NEW FOOD COLLECTION BIN

In light of our ongoing desire to collect food for those in need, if you would like to help in creating a proper food bin that 
we can keep in one of the halls for depositing week in and week out, reach out to Fr. William. We anticipate we will also 
be in the market for supporting new ministries, potentially area ones; consider if you would like to be a helper there as 
well.


FLOWERS FOR CHURCH

We aim to have fresh flowers every week to offer with our prayers. If you would like to be that person that picks them up 
that day, to be reimbursed up to $40, or would even like to donate them in memory or honor of another, please fill out the 
donation link in the parish email, or contact Fr. William.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________


GUEST HOMILY FROM LAST WEEK ON THE CROSS,

BY STEVEN CHRISTOFOROU


“In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.


It’s good to be here. It’s beautiful, especially to be here as we celebrate the Feast of the 
Elevation of the Cross and I think it’s maybe good to think for a second, ask ourselves a 
question, “What are Crosses for?” We could be tempted to think of crosses as things that 
we are called to carry. We see it a little bit actually in the Gospel reading today. The Lord 
tells us in verse 34, “Whoever desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up His 
Cross and follow me.” We have expressions in English: we talk about bearing our crosses, 
like when we get bad news. Something happens, we have to bear our crosses. We have this 
unstated assumption sometimes that when bad things happen, we as Christians just have 
to suck it up and deal with it. Things are bad. Things are heavy. We just walk around 
under the weight of this pressure for months or years or even decades, potentially, silently 
suffering, repressing any resentment that we might potentially have. It’s a very gloomy 
vision of the faith. It’s very despondent vision of the faith, a vision that can actually turn 
off a lot of people because they look at us as being sort of sour, but that’s not the full 
picture. That’s not even how Christ Himself physically approached the Cross.
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In the tradition, we actually have preserved for us the path that the Lord took as He took 
his Cross over to Golgotha. It wasn’t very long. It’s about 2000 feet, half a kilometer or so. 
He spent more time on the Cross than carrying it because, of course, crosses aren’t simply 
meant for carrying around; they’re for dying upon. There’s a difference in emphasis, I 
think, and it may be a fine point but it’s worth teasing out. When we approach life as this 
series of endless sufferings, when we think about the Cross as this thing that we carry, the 
emphasis becomes us: Our strength, our endurance. We can pat ourselves on the back 
because we did a really good job of carrying our cross for this long, potentially 
interminable amount of time, but the Lord didn’t simply carry His Cross right? He carried 
it to a point so that He could voluntarily mount it and die upon it. 


That’s the challenge the Church gives to us as well. We see the punch line of what that means when we die upon the Cross 
in the Epistle to the Galatians that Paul gives us. It’s one of his most famous verses, we hear it again and again and again. 
He tells us in verse 20: “I have been crucified with Christ; It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.” Paul 
wasn’t patting himself on the back. Paul wasn’t talking about the years that he spent just simply trying harder, or grinning 
and bearing it. What Paul is telling us is ‘I laid everything at the feet of the Lord, and everything that was worst about me, 
I put to death so that now when you look at me, Paul, you were not simply looking Paul: the person who is trying harder, 
the person who has my own particular plans, the person who has my own particular ideas. You were looking at somebody 
that Christ is shining through.’ It’s not about me, in other words it’s about Him. 


Carrying crosses makes it about ourselves; dying upon our crosses makes sure that all the worst parts of ourselves are put 
to death: our grumbling, our temptations, our pride, so that whatever it might be is put to death so that the joy of the Lord 
can manifest through this. We see it visibly all the time, sometimes we don’t even realize it. There’s an icon of Virgin Mary 
right here and, around her face as with any face in an icon, we see a halo of course. There is light that is pouring out of 
her. It’s not her light. It’s not the light of her endurance. It’s not the light of her strength. It’s not her trying harder, or 
grinning and bearing it, and carrying her cross for a lifetime. It is the light of Christ that is shining through her. Because 
when we look at her, we don’t simply see Mary trying harder, we see Christ in Mary. Just as when we look at John on the 
other side, it’s not simply a guy who tried really hard in the desert, it is Christ in John that we were looking upon. There is 
joy in that. In fact, one of Paschal hymns of the Church says ‘Joy has come to all the world.’ 


That’s a vision of the Church, that’s a vision of the kingdom, not the dourness, not the sourness, not the grinning and 
bearing it, but the fact that in the Cross, through the Cross in Christ, new life waits for us. Through the Cross in Christ, 
joy waits for us. I love the fact that Father (William), as he came out here, the first words out of his mouth were joy. This is 
a feast and what a beautiful vision, to celebrate this feast every week for the next year. Every day should be a festival 
celebration. Even when we fast, we fast with joy. Even when we confess our sins, when we talk about the most horrible 
things about us and we lay them bear at the feet of the Cross, we do so with joy because it is Christ Who has taken the 
worst parts of us and allowed them to be death. It is Christ Who has freed us from the worst part of us, the things that hold 
us back: the judgments, the grumbling, the impatience, whatever it might be. There’s new life, real life in him. That is the 
message that the world is so desperate to hear. That is the safe harbor that people have when they come to the Church. 


That is what young people I think are so desperate to have. It’s such a stereotypical thing that people who sometimes grow 
up in the Church have a temptation and sort of fall away from it, but I think it’s that joy, in particular, it’s that vision of a 
life not burdened but a life set free. A life not guilted into thinking that you simply have to try harder, but into a life of 
relationship with the One Who can lift the burdens off of our shoulders, Who can be the light that floods into our darkness, 
Who can be the life that raises even the dead from their graves. May we experience the joy of the Christ, not just today 
during this beautiful feast, but every moment of every day, and may the Lord through His Cross, the power of his Cross, 
continue to raise us into the people that He calls us to be.


In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony 
Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia 
Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph 
Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, 
Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine 
Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Nadežda Bulikova 
Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej 
Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, 
Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and 
Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.


CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:

Christopher Villatoro	 Dominic Berardi	 Sloane Harris		 Hector & Stephanie Fontanez

Samuel Staffan		 Xavier Muenzen				 Andrew & Erin Timko

Joseph Amodeo		 Grace Carmody			    				

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte				 Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly					 Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation

Protodeacon Emil Gulick				 Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)


SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers, 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that 
God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and 
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Peter Wan, Marin Petricha, & Martina Petijova! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week, 
especially to John & Tanya McAusland and John & Kim Busel! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!


SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Newly-Cathechized Handmaidens of God Grace Carmody and Sloane Harris. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Newly-Departed Handmaidens of God Maria Niotis and Isabella Salas. Vičnaja Jej Pamjat!

For the Handmaid of God Anna Sukovaty, for Continued Health & Salvation. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

For the Newly-Departed Servant of God Sergei Sukovaty. Vičnaja Jemu Pamjat!


HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com


OCT - NOV 2025   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

OCT 5

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

6 7 8

Vespers, Meal, 
& Showing of 
“The Piccirilli 

Factor”

@ 6:30 PM

9 10 11

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

OCT 12

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Family Outing: Lion King!

13

Festal Vespers 

& Liturgy

@ 6 PM

14

FEAST 

OF 
POKROV

15

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

16 17 18

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

OCT 19

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Archon Blessing of Nicholas 

Timko, Holy Trinity Cathedral 

20 21 22

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

23 24 25

Carpatho-Rusyn 

Musical 
Performance 

Rehearsal

-


Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

OCT 26

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Carpatho-Rusyn Musical 
Performance, to follow

27 28 29

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

30 31 NOV 1

+ALL SOULS

Divine Liturgy


-

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM

NOV 2

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM


-

Panachida for 


+Betty Kormanik

3 4 5

Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture

@ 6:30 PM

6 7 8

Great Vespers 


@ 6 PM
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