
ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH
A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10th Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett

Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685

Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org   Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and 
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC” 

At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicholas10street   /   Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, SEPT. 14th, 2025: Church New Year & St. Symeon
Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (New Year)  Gospel: Luke 4:16-22 (New Year)  Troparia: p 93-4 (Tone 5)

GLORY TO GOD FOR A NEW YEAR! Today marks the end of the church calendar year and the beginning of 
a new one. By tradition, this is the day that Christ entered the synagogue and announced His mission to 
mankind, contained in the account of St. Luke in chapter 4, verses 16 through 22. He quoted the Prophet Isaiah 
saying “The spirit of the Lord is upon Me; because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He 
has sent Me to proclaim release to captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord…” O Lord, Save Us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox 
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all 
faithful and visitors that morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

PANACHIDA for +Anka Ludwig will take place following Divine Liturgy, offered by daughter Diane & 
family as a One-Year Remembrance. May her memory be eternal! Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!

CATECHISM CLASS will be offered for catechumens and any inquirers into the Faith. They will take place 
up in the church for a short while immediately following Divine Liturgy. Resources will be shared and made 
available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.



COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are 
invited downstairs! And a special thank you to everyone who made it 
possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Students 
will begin again meeting in the evening online with Fr. William for a 30-
minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William is sending out an 
invitation to all parish families with students by email. If you do not 
receive that invitation ahead of time, please contact Fr. William right away.

DURING THE WEEK 
WED. SEPT. 17th - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE 6:30 PM 

SAT. SEPT. 20th - FESTAL VESPERS @ 6 PM CANCELLED

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, SEPT. 21st, 2025
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine 
Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared. If 
you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. 
William.

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be 
offered after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors that morning. May 
God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

CATECHISM CLASS will be offered for catechumens and any inquirers 
into the Faith. They will take place up in the church for a short while 
immediately following Divine Liturgy. Resources will be shared and made 
available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are 
invited downstairs! And a special thank you to everyone who made it 
possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.

FINAL COOKIE WALK PREP MEETING!

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM
____________________________________________________________
TO THE RIGHT: LAST WEEK’S PROSKOMEDIA SERMON & THE 
BLESSING OF STUDENTS & TEACHERS! Glory to God for all the 
opportunities we are given to understand our offerings to Him and to pour 
ourselves into them. All students and teachers were invited forward for the 
sermon on the importance of Holy Communion with God and how we 
prepare our humble offering of bread & wine, which God returns to us as 
His Very Body & Blood. At the end of Liturgy, all were then blessed for this 
beginning of the school year, for their strength and safety, and received 
new cross keychains and pencils bearing “S’nami Boh! (God is with us!)"
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE & COMMENTARY
 

EPISTLE

1 Tim 2 :21 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in 
Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

GOSPEL

Lk 4 :16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of 

the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in 
the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 

GOSPEL COMMENTARY

“W hat does preaching the acceptable year of the Lord mean? It signifies the joyful tidings of his own 
advent, that the time of the Lord—yes, the Son—had arrived. For that was the acceptable year in 

which Christ was crucified on our behalf, because we then were made acceptable to God the Father as the 
fruit borne by him. That is why the Lord said, “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to 
myself.” Truly he returned to life the third day, having trampled on the power of death. After that 
resurrection he said to his disciples, “All power has been given to me.” That too is in every respect an 
acceptable year. In it we were received into his family and were admitted to him, having washed away sin by 
holy baptism, and been made partakers of his divine nature by the communion of the Holy Spirit. That too is 
an acceptable year, in which he manifested his glory by 
inexpressible miracles.” 

-St. Cyril of Alexandria 
_______________________________________________
TO THE RIGHT: God bless all who brought supplies and 
assembled hygiene kits to distribute through Henry Street 
Settlement! And a special thank you to the young men who 
set time aside during the week to come and ensure they 
were personally delivered. Looking forward to many more 
similar efforts in the future - Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita! 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE!
This year, much time has been spent organizing and coming up with ways for us to be active and serving as a parish; 

serving God, serving one another, and serving our neighbors. Glory to God, Who makes it possible!

LIGHT CANDLES FOR THOSE ON THE PARISH PRAYER LIST
Candles can (and should) be lit every Sunday for those on our Parish Prayer List. If you would like to be the person who 
lights those candles in prayer, whether on a particular Sunday or an ongoing basis, or would like to sponsor those candles 
in particular with a donation, reach out to Fr. William.

ASSEMBLE LITURGY BOOK RIBBONS
Wonderfully, we had 200+ brand new Divine Liturgy 
books donated to the Church! Glory to God and those 
who make such things possible. As a special measure and 
help to those who could use it, we now have the chance to 
assemble and insert ribbons into all our books.

If you consider yourself crafty, or even not but would still 
like to help, we now have the supplies and it just needs 
the hands to help out, even if for an hour here and there 
until it gets done. Reach out to Fr. William if you would 
like to help here.

NEW FOOD COLLECTION BIN
In light of our ongoing desire to collect food for those in 
need, if you would like to help in creating a proper food 
bin that we can keep in one of the halls for depositing 
week in and week out, reach out to Fr. William. We 
anticipate we will also be in the market for supporting 
new ministries, potentially area ones, consider if you 
would like to be a helper there as well.

FLOWERS FOR CHURCH
We aim to have fresh flowers every week to offer with our 
prayers. If you would like to be that person that picks 
them up that day, to be reimbursed up to $40, or would 
even like to donate them in memory or honor of another, 
please fill out the donation link in the parish email, or 
contact Fr. William.

SEPT. 28th: SPONSOR & BRING A DESSERT!
While the Bennett family will be sponsoring the bulk of 
the day, the dessert table will consist of pie and powdered 
sugar čeregi. If you would like to see anything else at the 
table, either a pie of your own or another dessert entirely, 
there will be spot at the table for you! Please bring on a 
disposable tray or recyclable tin, if possible. 

HELP BY DECORATING A PIGGY!
Thank you to those who took a crafted ‘piggy’ home last 
week to decorate. They will be stuffed full with wonderful 
things and will be either auctioned off at the fair for St. 

Nicholas & OCF on Sept. 28th or to be gifted to one of our 
homebound parishioners.

-
There are a couple more piggies available in the #2 Hall to 
take and decorate, just needs to be back for the celebration 

on the 28th! Take one!
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ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!
If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a 

day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!
Downstairs in the Main Hall on the bar, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared transport 

between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.

SPONSORED A JOURNAL PAGE? PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PAYMENT ASAP!
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LIFE IS SHORT: LET US BE ZEALOUS
By Monk Pimen (Vlad), taken from www.orthochristian.com

What does salvation mean to us? What is our purpose here on earth? We say that our objective is salvation, but the Holy 
Fathers taught holiness, because we are called to it (cf. 1 Thess. 4:2, 7). It is also written that we must become children of 
God (Rom. 8). Becoming incarnate, the Savior took on our human nature and thereby made us children of God. God gave 
us time to live here on earth; someone will die in infancy, someone else at the age of ten, fifty, or 100, but no one will be 
here forever.

Our Purpose Is to Become Like Angels
He gave us time on earth so that we could prepare for eternity that never ends. God blessed us to live on this earth to 
replace the angels who fell away from Heaven. It means that we must become like angels, and when He fills all the places 
that became vacant, we will come to the end. Of course, we have the Revelation, which describes the signs of the times 
when this will happen: when human degradation exceeds an acceptable limit.

We see that when the Savior came down to earth, there was terrible corruption too, and He had to come to redeem 
us so that we could acquire grace and live on. What ways did God give us to attain eternity? We are in the Orthodox 
Church, and when the Savior founded the Church, He gave us the Church sacraments, which the Holy Fathers speak 
about.

Confession Allows Us to Take a Weight off Our Shoulders
We have Holy Baptism—without it we cannot be saved. We also have confession, because God knew that we sin; there 
cannot be a single person on earth (no matter how great he may be) who can say that on such and such a day he did not sin 
in anything. Even if he has not sinned by deed, he has surely sinned by thought: after all, even a thought that judges your 
neighbor is already a small fall. Therefore, we need to repent at a certain time, and if our father-confessor allows us, then 
we can receive Communion. And if we don’t confess, it’s like not washing: you can put on perfume all day long, but once 
you move, it will be a terrible stench. This happens when there is no confession.

Repentance helps us throw off the weight that we have taken on from our shoulders. Every day you accumulate 
sins. It’s like a bag growing on our hump: we put everything in there, and it gets heavier and heavier, and at some point it 
will weigh down on us. Then we will start to see only the earth without seeing heaven anymore, because the weight of the 
burden of sins has pinned us to the ground. And when someone asks us what heaven looks like, we will answer: “What 
heaven? Can’t you see that there’s only earth around?” We cling to this earth, quarrel over a piece of it or something else 
that binds us to these earthly things, and reach the point where we see only them, forgetting to look up and rejoice at the 
majestic beauty and freedom of heavens. We become enslaved.

Let’s Confess Sincerely
When we confess sincerely, when we take the blame for what happened on ourselves, we won’t go to the priest and say: 
“Yes, I committed it, but because of my wife, my neighbor or God knows who else. Everybody else is to blame, but I am 
innocent!” Instead, we should go and take the blame on ourselves: “Father, I have sinned, I have done it! And it doesn’t 
matter who influenced me and what they did—it’s their business. I was weak and I sinned!”

We repent, the priest reads the Absolution over us, and we fly away from the epitrachelion as if on wings. Look at 
a person after a sincere confession—everything shines and becomes beautiful around him, he flies and feels that there is 
no weight left! The “bag” has disappeared, and it is much easier for him to walk through life. Therefore, confession plays 
a crucial role in our lives.

To See God in Your Brother
Then, little by little, we should start performing good deeds: giving alms, helping others, doing good as much as we can. 
There is a popular saying: “Don’t do to another what you don’t want for yourself.”
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You’re like a person walking down the road, meeting others and having some friends: “Yes, I’ll go and meet one, 
then meet another. I want them to greet me, smile, and talk to me in a friendly manner. I don’t want to be cursed or 
robbed!” I want all this, but do I do this to others? After all, everybody expects the same things.

So, I’m walking along the road, but another is also waiting for me to show my attention to him, greet him, smile, 
and talk to him kindly instead of saying: “My God, he’s not my level; he doesn’t have designer clothes and he got out of a 
pitiable car.” So let’s respect our brother and see God in him. There is a spark of God in all people, and if we do it, God 
will gradually deign to make others respect us just as we respect them, for it is said: “With what hand you give, so shall 
you receive.”

If you have done evil, it will come back to you one day. Maybe not immediately, but years later, when you’ve 
already forgotten it, but you’ll see: It will come back to you. You’ve robbed someone and you think that no one has seen 
you, but years later someone will steal ten or 100 times more from you. You will resent bitterly, not remembering having 
stolen something yourself. It’s the same with good: you’ve done it and maybe you’ve completely forgotten about it, and 
years later you see that the good has returned to you a hundredfold.

Let’s Not Covet Someone Else’s Things
I remember such an incident. I was a boy of about ten, living with my parents, and one of my mother’s sisters was a little 
better off. Her husband worked on a farm and rode a bike there, although the farm was not far away. One day as he was 
driving he saw a woman who had something—like a white piece of paper—falling out of her pocket. He rode up and saw 
that these were ten lei. Then he had conflicting thoughts: “Should I give it to her or not?” They had everything they 
needed at home, but that woman lived from hand to mouth and had to walk over a mile from village to village. Maybe it 
was the last money she had. But in the end, he decided: “Don’t I need it?” And put the money into his pocket.

And at the end of that week this man was supposed to attend someone’s wedding, and on this occasion he went 
with his wife to the city to buy himself a suit. They drove their car, because they had everything they needed. At that time, 
there were only three Dacias in our village—only the rich had them.1 So he bought a very beautiful suit for 500 lei. But 
when they got home, there was no suit—it had disappeared. They started looking in the car, but in vain, so the suit was 
lost.

My mother’s sister said that when they found that the suit had been lost, the first thought that came to her mind 
was that her husband had picked up the ten lei three days before. So he lost 500 lei, and God showed him what it means to 
covet someone else’s small things.

Let’s Prepare for Eternity by Attending the Holy Liturgy Weekly
If it’s not yours, don’t take it, and even if you find money and don’t know whose money it is, you’d better use it to buy a 
couple of loaves of bread and give them to someone in need. Use it for something useful, and God will reward you for it. 
Never think: “Never mind, let this money be mine!”
Let’s always be mindful of what we do, because life is short, and we will stand before God to answer for everything we 
have done. And He will say: “Look, man, I gave you fifty years on earth. What did you do?” And if we reply that we had 
no time, He will say: “I gave you as many as fifty years. How is it that you didn’t have time? Have you ever devoted one 
day a week to Me, coming to speak to Me?”

On Sunday, when we go to church, we have a conversation with God at the Divine Liturgy. So how comes that we 
are aware that we’re going to pass into eternity forever, but we “have no time” to prepare for it? You came here to Mt. 
Athos, and I think each of you took a couple of changes of clothes from home: “I’m going for two or three days/for a 
week, and I’ll need to change into something.” So you took a suitcase, a backpack, and several changes of clothes for this 
two-or-three-day trip. And if you go somewhere for a long time—for ten or twenty years—then you take everything in 
your home with you.

In Eternity, We Will Find What We Sent There
But when you move to eternity, it’s absolutely different—you can’t take anything there with you. It’s like getting on a 
plane and being told that you don’t have the right to take your luggage with you. What should you do then? You have to 
send it in advance. In eternity, we will find what we sent there. And do you know what we’ll find there? Not what we 
gained on earth for ourselves and our families—it will all remain here. Raising children and working are our duties, and 
neither of this good will be sent to Heaven. What matters is what you give to those who cannot repay you. If you gave 
alms, helped a family, said a kind word to someone, supported someone in need, offered up a prayer for someone, or 
sacrificed something for a family with ten children out of your abundance, you’ll find all this in the life to come…

https://orthochristian.com/171169.html#sdfootnote1sym
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You’ll recall back in April 2024, that it was our honor to host 
documentary film maker Eduardo Montes-Bradley, at work on a project 
about the Piccirilli Brothers, world renowned sculptors who operated 
Leonardo Da Vinci Art School at our church from 1924-1929. 

Eduardo shared with us such interesting information on their most well-
known works, such as Abraham Lincoln of the Lincoln Memorial and 
the world-famous lions of the New York Public Library, and shared his 
exuberance with the parish over the fruit this project yielded. 

It is a joy to say that his film is complete! And it is available to rent on Vimeo:

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thepiccirillifactor

FURTHER, he has a desire to visit the parish and to show the film at the parish personally! We are going to do 
something of a ‘dry run’ since he is only able to come on a weekday at this time by showing it after the weekly 
Vespers on Wednesday, October 8th for those who can attend. He has said he will return to us so that he can 
show it personally on an appropriate Sunday to our parish family.

May God bless Eduardo and all his work on this unique project, and many more similar projects to come. 
Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST
For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony 
Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia 
Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph 
Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr, 
Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Luboš Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine 
Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia Matišinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Nadežda Bulikova 
Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej 
Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton, 
Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and 
Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:
Christopher Villatoro Dominic Berardi Hector & Stephanie Fontanez
Samuel Staffan Xavier Muenzen Andrew & Erin Timko
Joseph Amodeo    

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:
Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)
Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Alexander Hurtsellers, Joshua Horner, Nicholas Cizin, & all incoming 
seminarians. That God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF & Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week, 
especially to Olga Vanatko, Nicholas Timko, Tatiana Halamova, & Danielle Hofmann! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: 
For the Servant of God Nicholas Timko, newly-chosen Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Servant of God Michael Seewald, completing the World Championship in Weightlifting. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
For the Departed Servant of God +Charles Kirk and all victims of violence, here and abroad. Vičnaja Jim Pamjat!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like 
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

SEPT - OCT 2025   *Shaded = days of fasting             - Catechism Class             - Sunday school

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

SEPT 14
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

-
Panachida for +Anka Ludwig

15
*Patriarchal 

Arrival to 
the US

-
NYU OCF 
MOLEBEN 

@ 6 PM

16 17
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

18 19 20
Festal Vespers 

@ 6 PM
*Cancelled

SEPT 21
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 
OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
-

Final CW Prep Meeting

22 23 24
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

25
*Patriarchal 

Departure from 
the US

26 27
ELEVATION OF 

THE CROSS
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

28
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

@ 9:30 AM
-

Sermon by OCF Guest 
Speaker Steven Christoforou

-
St. Nicholas Fair!

29 30 OCT 1
Vespers, Meal, 

& Scripture
@ 6:30 PM

2 3 4
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

OCT 5
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

6 7 8
Vespers, Meal, 
& Showing of 
“The Piccirilli 

Factor”
@ 6:30 PM

9 10 11
Great Vespers 

@ 6 PM

mailto:fr.william.bennett@gmail.com
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