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ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH

A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10t Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM

Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett
Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko
/\ Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik /\

Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685
Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC”
At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www facebook.com/StNicholas10street /| Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

SUNDAY,. SEPT. 21st, 2025: Nativity of the Mother of God

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 Gospel: Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 Troparia: p 165-9 (Nativity)

THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS arrives as the opening major feast of the church
vear. This arrives as the perfect mirror to an opposing feast, her Dormition, which marks the close of the church
year as the last major feast; after all, it is by her that God sets the clock of salvation, and so do we. God joins
His creation only upon her arrival and willingness to bind herself to God the Word. Her Nativity came as the
result of glorious circumstances. Joachim and Anna were unable to bear children despite much, much prayer
and trying. Word had gone around that God had forsaken them but little did anyone realize, in their fervent
desire for fertility, God was first preparing their hearts for the greatest of spiritual fruit and a sign that the
Messiah would come. This alone was the miraculous circumstances of Mary'’s birth, to parents long-barren and
advanced in age; it was from within our sinful human condition that Mary kept from sin and made her the
flower that reveals the Fruit of the Tree of Life, Christ our God. O Mary, Mother of God, Save Us!

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr.
William.

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all
faithful and visitors that morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

CATECHISM CLASS will be offered for catechumens and any inquirers into the Faith. They will take place
up in the church for a short while immediately following Divine Liturgy. Resources will be shared and made
available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.



COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.

FINAL COOKIE WALK PREP MEETING! POSTPONED

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7 PM: Students will meet in the evening online with
Fr. William for a 30-minute session with an activity and a lesson. Fr. William is sending out an invitation to all
parish families with students by email. If you do not receive that invitation ahead of time, please contact Fr.
William right away.

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW ARRIVED TO NEW YORK! Last Wednesday, His All-
Holiness celebrated services at St. Nicholas Church & Shrine downtown and has spent a great deal of time
around our city this week in various services, meetings, & presentations in honor of his visitation. He is
scheduled to return home on Thursday, September 25th. Please keep our Patriarch in your prayers for a safe
duration of his stay, a safe return home, and for peace, health, and long life for many happy & blessed years!
And may our God bless and watch over our Hierarch, His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, also in travel for
this occasion. Eis Polla Eti, Despota!

DURING THE WEEK

WED. SEPT. 24th - VESPERS; MEAL; & SCRIPTURE6:30-PM CANCELLED

SAT. SEPT. 27th - DIVINE LITURGY @ 9 AM, FEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
- GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM

NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY, SEPT. 28th, 2025

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY will be celebrated by
His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, our Diocesan Hierarch &

Liaison for OCF. Many Years, Master! Eis Polla Eti, Despota! ] ;“ S ;u;:a"sept:;;:z;;: o
GUEST HOMILY will be delivered by Steven Christoforou, . Aﬁf,tmt'!.ﬁt‘ﬂ!oaﬁdfﬂi'r
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF), Vice Chairman for OCF i ya s N G
National, and joined as well by special guest Deacon Marek :

Simon, Executive Director for OCF National.

s s 2 o

The Divine Liturgy will be in celebration of the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross, the first-ever Feast of the Parish, and
will be followed by this family-friendly celebration downstairs.
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Requested Donation:
s10/person

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of ' $25/Family of 3 or more
Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who BB Thedaysevenisarsaliimeliive, Inctiding:

are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a : Rt ke :
Liturgy, please see Fr. William. @ Beverages @
Music
é Games 6

Activities
And for fun, a "Piggy Auction”..

a2 2 2 2 2 8 & & & o o o
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MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD
will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors that
morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

*All proceeds to benefit St. Nicholas Church & Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF), specially invited to present after
Divine Liturgy, by request of the family.
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A ST. NICHOLAS FAIR, TO FOLLOW! ALL ARE
WELCOME TO COME AND ENJOY! Proceeds to benefit St.
Nicholas Church & Orthodox Christian Fellowship (Right)
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SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE & MMENTARY

EPISTLE ( SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY )

Ph 'l :5 Let this mind be in you which
l 2 was also in Christ <
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with

God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself

and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the

earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Y

€€ ur Lord Jesus Christ, when urging his disciples

to undertake great works, makes himself an
example. ... This too the blessed Paul does, bringing
Christ before their eyes when he urges them to
practice humility. ... For nothing so sustains the
great and philosophic soul in the performance of
good works as learning that through this one is
becoming like God. .

-St. John Chrysostom

GOSPEL

Lk :38 Now it happened as they went

1 O that He entered a certain village;
and a certain woman named Martha welcomed
Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His
word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much
serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord,
do You not care that my sister has left me to serve
alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 41 And Jesus
answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you
are worried and troubled about many
things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has
chosen that good part, which will not be taken

away from her.”

Lk :27 And it happened, as He spoke
1 1 these things, that a certain woman

from the crowd raised her voice and said to

Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You,

and the breasts which nursed You!” 28 But He

said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear

the word of God and keep it!”

€€ od the Word inhabited as his own temple the
body taken from the woman. In this body lived
a rational soul. God remade it into his own glory. On
this account the holy Scripture declares that worship
is proper only to the one who is God by nature. This
is what Paul means when he writes that “at the name

of Christ Jesus every knee shall bow.

-St. Cyril of Alexandria

J/

“V irtue does not have a single form. In the
example of Martha and Mary, there is added
the busy devotion of the one and the pious attention
of the other to the Word of God, which, if it agrees
with faith, is preferred even to the very works, as it
is written: “Mary has chosen the good portion, which
shall not be taken away from her.” So let us also
strive to have what no one can take away from us, so
that not careless but diligent hearing may be
granted to us.”

-St. Ambrose of Milan

Y

€€ T n this answer He sought not to disown His
mother, but to show that His birth would have
profited her nothing, had she not been really fruitful
in works and faith. But if it profited Mary nothing
that Christ derived His birth from her, without the
inward virtue of her heart, much less will it avail us
to have a virtuous father, brother, or son, while we

ourselves are strangers to virtue.

-St. John Chrysostom

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible &
Commentaries: www.catena.com
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE!

This year, much time has been spent organizing and coming up with ways for us to be active and serving as a parish;
serving God, serving one another, and serving our neighbors. Glory to God, Who makes it possible!

LIGHT CANDLES FOR THOSE ON THE PARISH PRAYER LIST INCOMING GUESTS!
Candles can (and should) be lit every Sunday for those on our Parish Prayer List. If you
would like to be the person who lights those candles in prayer, whether on a particular
Sunday or an ongoing basis, or would like to sponsor those candles in particular with a
donation, reach out to Fr. William.

ASSEMBLE LITURGY BOOK RIBBONS

Wonderfully, we had 200+ brand new Divine Liturgy books donated to the Church! Glory to
God and those who make such things possible. As a special measure and help to those who
could use it, we now have the chance to assemble and insert ribbons into all our books.

If you consider yourself crafty, or even not but would still like to help, we now have the
supplies and it just needs the hands to help out, even if for an hour here and there until it gets
done. Reach out to Fr. William if you would like to help here.

Sept. 28th: Metropolitan
NEW FOOD COLLECTION BIN

. . . . . . . Gregory of Nyssa,
In lzght of our ongoing d'eszre to collect food for those in need, if you WOL'tlFI like to }.lelp in Hierarch of our Diocese &
creating a proper food bin that we can keep in one of the halls for depositing week in and Liaison for OCF Natl

week out, reach out to Fr. William. We anticipate we will also be in the market for supporting
new ministries, potentially area ones, consider if you would like to be a helper there as well.

FLOWERS FOR CHURCH

We aim to have fresh flowers every week to offer with our prayers. If you would like to be that
person that picks them up that day, to be reimbursed up to $40, or would even like to donate
them in memory or honor of another, please fill out the donation link in the parish email, or
contact Fr. William.

Sept. 28th: Deacon Marek
Simon, Executive Director
of OCF Natl

LAST WEEK: God grant many happy & blessed years to the men of the parish who came
together to give our church some special attention, especially to Jan, Hector, Michal, Sept. 28th: Steven

Oleksander, Bogdan, and all else who came and helped out. Christoforou, Vice

Chairman of OCF Natl
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St Nicholas of- Myra Orthodox Ghurch
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100th Anniv ersary, (71(61/6@ Gelebration
Tlonoring OurFigacy » Celebrating Our Faith
Sunday, November 16, 2025
A
Herarchical @{?}/}ze/,i/()ﬂ/{yyf
9:30 a.m.

Celebrated by
His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa
at

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church
288 East 10th Street « New York, NY

W
(%éffea (%eay)f[o/z

1:30p.m. — 5:30p.m.
LiGreci's Staaten Catering Hall
697 Forest Avenue « Staten Island, NY
Live Music by Vox Ethnika

Reception tickets can be purchased online at: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org/100thanniversary
Adults $100 e Ages 13-19 $50 e Ages 0-12 Free

R.S.V.P. by November 1, 2025
'77';“?': \17’/':1': \1 7‘):":\1 r;:ﬂ‘:\‘;’/‘yf‘:\q:’r‘-f":\“f/:ﬂ: \"f/‘ﬂ': \‘!f:a"":\‘f/:ﬁ:\tr}:l 5 :&‘t’;‘vf : \1!/:' 3:\1!}:":\1'

For those unable to attend but wish to support this joyous celebration,
donations can also be made through above website.

ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROIJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!

If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a
day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!

Downstairs in the Main Hall on the bar, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared transport
between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.

SPONSORED A JOURNAL PAGE? PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PAYMENT ASAP!
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SERMON ON THE NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

By Kievsky Mitropolity, taken from www.orthochristian.com

The birth of any person is a mysterious event. This is not just another event for the registrar; a new being is
come into the world, filled with inextricable mystery. In fact: what will this newborn person bring to the world,
and what will life give him? This is why parents and relatives greet each new child with awe and trembling.
This is why the first cry of a new being resounds forever in his parents’ hearts. How will this person newly
come into the world live his life? Will he be talented and capable, will he enrich mankind’s common treasury of
gifts, or will his days be grey and mediocre, will he depart unnoticed after tasting sorrows and sadness on this
earth, all memory of him lost? The more notable a person is in life, the more solemnly do people celebrate his
birthday.

The birth of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is a source of joy and consolation. In the
person of the Mother of God, God gave as a gift to the world a Being before whom so many people would bow
down and offer so many prayers, before whom rivers of human tears would flow. The Mother of God so fully
and vividly expressed herself concerning herself with the words of the hymn: My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior (Lk. 1:46-47). Her whole life lies in this: Her soul magnifies the
Lord for the wisdom of creation, for love and goodness. And this regardless of the sorrows and suffering that
filled her heart at the foot of the Cross.

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. In this lies her constant state of being. She has seen human
weakness and vice. She sees them also now, and as a mother, her heart is wounded. But despite this, she remains
on the heights of contemplation of heavenly sanctity, and her spirit ever rejoices in God her Savior, Who gave
Himself as a sacrifice for the redemption of mankind. In this deep understanding of our spirit with the joy of
being God’s Birth-giver lies the source of the Theotokos’s influence on the hearts of the faithful and those who
pray to her. Truly, so many people who in faith have recourse to her maternal aid receive help and consolation.

According to the example of the Mother of God, a Christian should always magnify God and rejoice in Him. In
this joy there can be no place for sorrow, depression, or despair, for feelings of loneliness or alienation. The
Lord loves everyone, and his Most Pure Mother intercedes for all without ceasing.

How often in life do we experience a thirst for purity, renewal, and joy. And how often does our unworthiness,
our sins obscure the light of joy and Divine brightness? On the day of the Birth of our Lady Theotokos we turn
to her, and we ask the Most Pure and Blameless One to help us be victorious over sin and all impurity, so that
with a pure heart we might glorify God and rejoice in Him. Whoever runs to her with faith and hope will not
leave empty and unheard, for to her is given the grace to pray for us and help us. Amen.
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST

For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOQOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony
Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia
Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph
Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr,
Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Lubo$§ Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine
Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia MatiSinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Nadezda Bulikova
Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej
Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton,
Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and
Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:

Christopher Villatoro Dominic Berardi Hector & Stephanie Fontanez

Samuel Staffan Xavier Muenzen Andrew & Erin Timko

Joseph Amodeo

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers,
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that
God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF & Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week,
especially to Dawn Krzyzanowski, Jan Kinda, Owen Drummond, Lubomir Matlak, & Sophia Timko! Mnohaja i Blahaja
L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, for Safety in Travels. Eis Polla Eti, Despota!
For His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, for Safety in Travels. Eis Polla Eti, Despota!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

SEPT - OCT 2025 *Shaded = days of fasting - Catechism Class e - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
SEPT 21 O |2 23 24 25 26 27
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY Vespers, Meal, *Patriarchal ELEVATION OF
OF THE MOTHER OF GOD &Seriptire Departure from THE CROSS
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM @ 6:30-PM the US Divine Liturgy
- Cancelled @ 9 AM
Einal CW-Prep-Meeti i
Postponed Great Vespers
@ 6 PM
28 29 30 OCT 1 2 3 4
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
@9:30 AM & Scripture @ 6 PM
- @ 6:30 PM
Sermon by OCF Guest

Speaker Steven Christoforou

St. Nicholas Fair!

OCT 5 9 6 7 8 9 10 11
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
& Showing of @ 6 PM
“The Piccirilli
Factor”
@ 6:30 PM
OCT 12 9 13 14 15 16 17 18
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Festal Vespers | FEAST Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
- & Liturgy OF & Scripture @ 6 PM
Family Outing: Lion King! @ 6 PM POKROV @ 6:30 PM

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. — Licensed Funeral Director & Owner
Services available whenever and wherever needed
1275 - 65 St (Corner of 13" Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219
Family Owned & Operated since 1924
Large Parking Area 718-748-4860

FOLLOW THE DIOCESE ONLINE:

Diocesan Website: www.acrod.org Camp Nazareth: www.campnazareth.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
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