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ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA ORTHODOX CHURCH

A PARISH OF THE AMERICAN CARPATHO-RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF THE
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
288 E. 10t Street, New York, NY 10009

Sunday Divine Liturgy: 9:30 AM

Pastor: Rev. Fr. William Bennett
Cantor & Choir Director: Nicholas Timko

/\ Asst. Cantor: Reader Robert Zizik /\
Hours: Reader Alexander Ioukliaevskikh
Church Phone #: 212-254-6685
Church Website: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org Church Email: info@stnicholaschurchnyc.org

WELCOME, ALL ST. NICHOLAS FAITHFUL & VISITORS!

For Online Streaming Service: 10 minutes prior to service, visit our website (www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org) and scroll down and
press play on our live service feed. If using a smartphone, use our YouTube Channel: “St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church NYC”
At this time, we will livestream only for Lenten services, Saturday evening Vespers & Sunday morning Divine Liturgy.
Follow us on Facebook: www facebook.com/StNicholas10street /| Follow us on Instagram: “10thSt.Orthodox”

SUNDAY., SEPT. 28th, 2025: Sunday After Elevation of Cross

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20 Gospel: Mark 8:34-9:1 Troparia: p 175 (Cross)

aoaooooo
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th, 1925, 100 YEARS AND ONE DAY AGO, this Body of Christ, St. Nzcholas Church,
celebrated her very first Divine Liturgy. While it was not the first Liturgy with our Lord for the vast majority of the faithful,
it was the first collective moment of this unified Body. Our parish years are a drop in the sea of our Orthodox Faith, the
Faith which has established the universe; but, because of Liturgy in Christ, we taste of the fountain of immortality and
participate in timelessness itself. We live in time but subject ourselves God, the maker of time, using every moment for His
glory. Our Liturgy now marks the start of a year of celebration, a jubilee year: Glory to God for 100 Years of Liturgy!
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THE FEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS is counted among the most significant feasts of the Church.
Without the Cross, there is no Resurrection, no salvation, no life everlasting. There are several feasts in celebration of the
Cross; this one is most precious. In the 2nd Century, the Roman Emperor Hadrian ordered Golgotha and the Sepulchre,
our Lord’s Tomb, buried, covering it with a pagan temple to the “goddess” Venus. 200 years later, the Emperor
Constantine legalized Christianity and stopped such persecutions. Desiring the find the true Cross, he sent his mother
Helen and a letter to St. Makarios, Patriarch of Jerusalem. In her investigation, with a host of servants of God, she put the
shovel to earth and pursued the Cross. Her findings led her to our Lord’s Sepulchre and, nearby, to three crosses. To
discover which was the true Cross of Christ, they were each touched to a dead man; upon one, he was restored to life! The
Cross received exaltation and large crowds all gathered to touch the precious Cross of our Lord. Constantine then
commissioned a church to be built on its site, which his mother Helen did not live to see. It was consecrated on September
13th and this glorious feast was established for September 14th/27th. O Lord, By Your Precious Cross, Save Us!



HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY will be
celebrated by His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, our
Diocesan Hierarch & Liaison for OCF. Many Years,
Master! Eis Polla Eti, Despota!

PRESENTATION OF BREAD & SALT to His
Eminence will be made by NYU OCF President Joy.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the
end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to

. . Metropolitan Gregory of Deacon Marek Simon,
m‘,ll];,e a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. Nyssa, Hierarch of our Executive Director
William. Diocese & Liaison for of OCF National

GUEST HOMILY will be delivered by Steven
Christoforou, Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF),

Vice Chairman for OCF National, and joined as well by special guest Deacon

Marek Simon, Executive Director for OCF National.

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all

OCF National

repentant Orthodox Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a . A (

bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr. William.

MIROVANIJE (HOLY ANOINTING) & BLESSED BREAD will be offered
after Divine Liturgy for all faithful and visitors that

morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed
years!

A ST. NICHOLAS FAIR, TO FOLLOW! ALL ARE
WELCOME TO COME AND ENJOY! Proceeds to
benefit St. Nicholas Church & Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF). While there is a greater jubilee
celebration that we look forward to as a parish (Nov.
16th; buy your tickets now!), this Divine Liturgy kicks
off an entire year of celebration for us. It is being
sponsored by Fr. William and Pani Ileana in gratitude for
10 years serving the parish family. Please provide a
donation on arrival (Recommended $10/person), which
will go entirely to support the church and OCF. Come
celebrate and enjoy the food, drink, live music, games,
and activities of the day...and a piggy auction as well!

DURING THE WEEK

WED. OCT. 1st - VESPERS, MEAL, & SCRIPTURE
@ 6:30 PM

SAT. OCT. 4th - GREAT VESPERS @ 6 PM

Guest Homilist Steven
Christoforou, Vice
Chairman of OCF National

Sunday, September 28th:

A St. Nicholas Fair!

A State Fair-themed celebration sponsored by the Bennett
Family in honor of their 1oth year serving the Parish in this
100th year of St. Nicholas Church.

The Divine Liturgy will be in celebration of the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross, the first-ever Feast of the Parish, and
will be followed by this family-friendly celebration downstairs.

Requested Donation:
s10/person

s25/Family of 3 or more

The day’s events are all-inclusive, including:

Food & Desserts
Beverages
Music

Games
Activities
And for fun, a “"Piggy Auction"...

*All proceeds to benefit St. Nicholas Church & Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF), specially invited to present after
Divine Liturgy, by request of the family.
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NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY. T. Sth, 2025

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed toward the end of Divine Liturgy for all repentant Orthodox
Christian faithful who are prepared. If you would like to make a bread offering for a Liturgy, please see Fr.
William.

VENERATION OF THE HAND CROSS & BLESSED BREAD will be offered after Divine Liturgy for all
faithful and visitors that morning. May God grant you all many happy & blessed years!

CATECHISM CLASS will be offered for catechumens and any inquirers into the Faith. They will take place
up in the church for a short while immediately following Divine Liturgy. Resources will be shared and made
available and it is an opportunity to ask any questions.

COFFEE HOUR will take place after services in the Main Hall, all are invited downstairs! And a special thank
you to everyone who made it possible have coffee hour over the summer, without fail.

POST-CONFESSION SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS @ 7PM

WHAT IS OCE?

Orthodox Christian Fellowship is the official Eastern Orthodox
college/university campus ministry throughout North America.

What are OCF’s Goals?
“Our goal is to actualize the Orthodox Christian life in the hearts, minds,
and souls of college students by facilitating unified campus ministry efforts
- reaching Orthodox college students on campuses throughout North
America.” As a parish, we have worked to be a home to our local NYU OCF chapter and have found ourselves
to be a home away from home (or in some cases, first home) to a number of college students from SEVERAL
campuses. In the words of some past and present parish participants:

“I did not have the chance to engage with OCF while in college but I have been deeply affected by my
involvement these previous years, serving as a local chaplain for the past 5-6 years. It has shaped me and how 1
engage with my faithful as a whole, growing my desire to pray more.” -Fr. William, NYU OCF Chaplain

“When I started college, I greatly valued being part of OCF because it felt familiar in such a new environment.
I was able to connect with others quickly and deeply because of our shared faith, worship, and traditions. My
intellectual understanding of Orthodox Christianity was also strengthened through various chapter meetings

and conferences.” -Ben Worobey, Rutgers OCF

“My experience with OCF College Conference 2024 enabled me to connect with other Orthodox youth from all
over the United States. Whether it was hearing beautiful stories of discovery from those who had found their
way back to Orthodoxy, or about the rich spiritual traditions from those who had been immersed in the faith
from an early age, my time at the conference gave me both comfort and hope knowing that the love for our

Orthodox Christian faith is burning bright among the young generation.” -Daniel Lai, NYU OCF

May God’s Heavenly Kingdom ever be home for the college students of this parish, those abroad or those
here with us, and may they come to experience God’s Kingdom even more closely because of their belonging
to the Body of Christ here, for as long as God so wills. God grant OCF National, all of her officers, her
laborers, and those they serve many happy and blessed years! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!
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NDAY’S SCRIPTURE &

MMENTARY

EPISTLE

G l « 16 Knowing that a man is

a 2 e not justified by the works of the
law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law;
for by the works of the law no flesh shall be
Jjustified. 177 “But if, while we seek to be justified by
Christ, we ourselves also are
found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin?
Certainly not! 18 For if I build again those things
which I destroyed, I make myself a
transgressor. 19 For I through the law died to the
law that I might live to God. 20 I have

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
ook at the absurd direction into which he leads
those who are attached to the Law. If the faith
in Christ, he says, is not sufficient to justify, but, once
again there is a need to uphold the Law, and if those,
having left the Law for Christ, are not justified in
doing so, but rather are condemned, then Christ will
be found to be the cause of our condemnation, since
we left the law on his account in order to run
towards the faith. “God forbid,” he says. Seeing the
absurdity, which this doctrine leads to, he
immediately turns away from it by using this

(1%

-St. John of Damascus

been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who >
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of

God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

GOSPEL
:34 When He had called the people

M k 8 to Himself, with His disciples also, |

aphorism
“Y et I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ lives in

me. In these words, I am crucified with Christ,
he alludes to Baptism and in the words nevertheless I
live, yet not I, our subsequent manner of life
whereby our members are mortified. By saying
Christ lives in me, he means nothing is done by me,
which Christ disapproves; for as by death he
signifies not what is commonly understood, but a
death to sin; so by life, he signifies a delivery from
sin. For a man cannot live to God, otherwise than by
dying to sin; and as Christ suffered bodily death, so
does Paul a death to sin.

-St. John Chrysostom

He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. 35 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses
his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed
of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father |

(11 ow hard and painful does this appear! The
Lord has required that “whoever will come
after him must deny himself.” But what he
commands is neither hard nor painful when he
himself helps us in such a way so that the very thing
he requires may be accomplished.... For whatever
seems hard in what is enjoined, love makes easy.

-St. Augustine of Hippo

with the holy angels.”
:1 And He said to them, “Assuredly,
I say to you that there are some

9 standing here who will not taste

death till they see the kingdom of God present with
power.”

€¢rx he Son does not divide the glory with the
Father, but receives the glory of the Father in
its entirety, even as the Father receives all the glory
of the Son.
-St. Gregory of Nyssa

*Commentary taken from Catena Bible &
Commentaries: www.catena.com

J/
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Jt. Necholas of Myra Orthodoa Ghurch
cord'a@ tnottes, yow to- the
700th ’{/uu'o(msra/(y(%éi/ea Gelebration
Honoring Ourfegagy « Gelebrating Our Faithy
Sunday, November 16, 2025

A
Hierarchical Divine Jiturgy
9:30a.m.
Celebrated by
His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa
at

St. Nicholas of Myra Orthodox Church
288 East 10th Street »« New York, NY

A

(%éfﬁ,es (’/fea/}z‘[o/z
1:30p.m. — 5:30p.m.
LiGreci's Staaten Catering Hall
697 Forest Avenue » Staten Island, NY
Live Music by Vox Ethnika
Reception tickets can be purchased online at: www.stnicholaschurchnyc.org/100thanniversary
Adults $100 © Ages 13-19$50 » Ages 0-12 Free

R.S.V.P. by November 1, 2025
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For those unable to attend but wish to support this joyous celebration,
donations can also be made through above website.

ALL ARE ASKED TO DRESS IN THE CUSTOMARY “KROJI", OR ETHNIC DRESS!

If you do not have ethnic dress, please contact Stephanie Salony, Helen Gajdos, or Magda Matlak in Church, arrange a
day together to have potential kroji to try on. Deadline is Nov. 2nd!

INTERESTED IN RIDING ON A VAN/BUS TO THE RECEPTION HALL? SIGN UP!

Downstairs in the Main Hall by the door, there is a sign up for anyone simply INTERESTED in riding a shared
transport between the Church and the Hall on the day of celebration.

SPONSORED A JOURNAL PAGE? PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PAYMENT ASAP!
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE!

This year, much time has been spent organizing and coming up with ways for us to be active and serving as a parish;
serving God, serving one another, and serving our neighbors. Glory to God, Who makes it possible!
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LIGHT CANDLES FOR THOSE ON THE PARISH PRAYER LIST

Candles can (and should) be lit every Sunday for those on our Parish Prayer List. If you would like to be the person who
lights those candles in prayer, whether on a particular Sunday or an ongoing basis, or would like to sponsor those candles
in particular with a donation, reach out to Fr. William.

ASSEMBLE LITURGY BOOK RIBBONS

Wonderfully, we had 200+ brand new Divine Liturgy books donated to the Church! Glory to God and those who make
such things possible. As a special measure and help to those who could use it, we now have the chance to assemble and
insert ribbons into all our books.

If you consider yourself crafty, or even not but would still like to help, we now have the supplies and it just needs the
hands to help out, even if for an hour here and there until it gets done. Reach out to Fr. William if you would like to help
here.

NEW FOOD COLLECTION BIN

In light of our ongoing desire to collect food for those in need, if you would like to help in creating a proper food bin that
we can keep in one of the halls for depositing week in and week out, reach out to Fr. William. We anticipate we will also
be in the market for supporting new ministries, potentially area ones, consider if you would like to be a helper there as
well.

FLOWERS FOR CHURCH

We aim to have fresh flowers every week to offer with our prayers. If you would like to be that person that picks them up
that day, to be reimbursed up to $40, or would even like to donate them in memory or honor of another, please fill out the
donation link in the parish email, or contact Fr. William.

NEWS FROM UN WEEK: SLOVAK REPUBLIC

This week, during which the UN General Assembly was taking place in New York, events
dedicated to the presentation of Slovak culture and its talents in connection with the world
were also underway. One of the events was the 3rd Annual Slovak Professionals Summit
hosted by the Slovak PRO - with over 200 amazing attendees! SlovakPRO Summit was
supported by the presence of the President of the Slovak Republic Peter Pellegrini, the Mayor
of the capital city of Slovakia Bratislava Matus Vallo, as well as other guests from Slovakia
and United States.

It was a big day for our community to connect, grow, and inspire, which showed that
partnerships and diplomacy can connect people across cultures and across borders. Nicole
Hubka and Tiffany Canjura represented our church community.

Nicole and Tiffany would like to invite others to join Slovak PRO to promote our culture and

support and empower the Slovak communities in North America. Find more information at SlovakPRO .org or reach out to
Nicole Hubka, a Member of the SP team, join the group on via LinkedIn and sign up for email newsletters as Slovak PRO
organizes events focused on networking, cultural exchange, and personal development.

*Slovakia is the location of the three mother villages of the parish: Litmanova, Jarabina, & Kamienka
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAYER LIST

For additions or updates, please contact Fr. William directly: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

CONTINUOQOUS: Matuska Olga Andrejuk, Elissa Bjeletich, David Bulko, Kim Busel, Peter & Maria Ceselka, Tony
Ceselka, Thomas Cizin, Jacob Cochran, Stephanie Downes, Mary Fackovec, Michael Fackovec, Tommy Fackovec, Gia
Fazio, Priest Andrew Fetchina, Julius Gontkovsky, Olga Gubinski, Diana Hannan, Todd Henderson, Priest Joseph
Hoffmann, Noah Homyak, Aleksandra Horbal, Luke Iera, Magdalena Ilanovska, Jana Johnson-Plutchok, Michael Kerr,
Paul Koehler, Maria Koneval, Michal Kormanik, Alex & Holly Marchak, Lubo$§ Matlak, Richard McCullough, Christine
Merriam, Sean Merriam, Christine & Rick Martines, Lucia MatiSinova, Troy Oset, John Petrick, Nadezda Bulikova
Petrikova, Deacon Michael Pirich, Gregory Rydzyk, Rastislav Salon, John Salony, Mary Seewald, George & Ondrej
Sikorjak, Paul Sikoryak Sr, George Sipko, Michael Slavkovsky, Miroslav Strenk, Katherine Tam, Teri Upton, Tim Upton,
Marek Vattek, Ann Vislocky, Bill Vislocky, George Vislocky, Sandy Wagner, Cathryn Walker, Dennis & Cathy Walsh, and
Reader Bob & Debbie Zizik.

CATECHUMENS: EXPECTANT PARENTS:

Christopher Villatoro Dominic Berardi Hector & Stephanie Fontanez

Samuel Staffan Xavier Muenzen Andrew & Erin Timko

Joseph Amodeo

DIOCESAN CLERGY: DEANERY CLERGY:

Priest David Mastroberte Priest Alexandre Ioukliaevskikh (NY, NY)

Priest Luke Mihaly Priest David Kossey (Yonkers, NY), for Health and Salvation
Protodeacon Emil Gulick Priest Andrew Gromm (Seaford, NY)

SEMINARIANS: The Servants of God Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers,
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, & Ignatios Leonardo, that
God may grant them many more blessed years, and for more vocations to the Priesthood!

COLLEGE STUDENTS: May God bless all of our parish college students both near & far, and members of Orthodox
Christian Fellowship (OCF), especially the NYU OCF: Joy, Linda, Daniel, Aashna, Monica, Grace, Lily, & Daniel, and
the Rutgers OCF. Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

BIRTHDAYS: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their birthdays this week,
especially to Barbara Muhlenberg, Justine Timko, & Stefan Bittner! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

ANNIVERSARIES: May God grant many more happy & blessed years to those celebrating their anniversaries this week,
especially to Robert & Merka Stack! Mnohaja i Blahaja L’ita!

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
For His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, for Safety in Travels. Eis Polla Eti, Despota!
For His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory, for Safety in Travels. Eis Polla Eti, Despota!

HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!
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CHURCH SERVICE & ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Note from Fr. William: If you would like anyone remembered or prayed for during the course of the week or would like
someone remembered in a memorial service, please see Fr. William or simply email: fr.william.bennett@gmail.com

SEPT - OCT 2025

*Shaded = days of fasting

- Catechism Class

e - Sunday School

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT
28 29 30 OCT 1 2 3 4
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
@9:30 AM & Scripture @ 6 PM
- @ 6:30 PM
Sermon by OCF Guest
Speaker Steven Christoforou
St. Nicholas Fair!
oCTs (s Ol 7 8 9 10 11
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
& Showing of @ 6 PM
“The Piccirilli
Factor”
@ 6:30 PM
0CT 12 O | 14 15 16 17 18
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Festal Vespers | FEAST Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
- & Liturgy OF & Scripture @ 6 PM
Family Outing: Lion King! @ 6 PM POKROV @ 6:30 PM
OCT 19 9 20 21 22 23 24 25
Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM Vespers, Meal, Great Vespers
- & Scripture @ 6 PM
Archon Blessing of Nicholas @ 6:30 PM
Timko, Holy Trinity Cathedral,

ALEXANDER MARCHAK, JR. — Licensed Funeral Director & Owner
Services available whenever and wherever needed
1275 - 65 St (Corner of 13" Ave), BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219
Family Owned & Operated since 1924
Large Parking Area 718-748-4860

FOLLOW THE DIOCESE ONLINE:

Diocesan Website: www.acrod.org Camp Nazareth: www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: http://twitter.com/acrodnews YouTube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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